Life in the Spirit.02. Justification

Today, we continue in the overall study of discipleship as we take a deeper dive into the
Book of Romans focusing on the doctrine of justification

Discipleship, or the making of disciples, is the mission of the church
- A definition of discipleship is:
The sovereign purpose of God for His glory to
save a people for Himself
from the power and consequences of sin
and transform them into the image and likeness of the Lord Jesus Christ,
both individually and corporately,
according to the truth of the Holy Scriptures
by the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit
in order to reign with Christ in eternal life
in the holy, Personal, manifest presence of the glory of God
= All of the components of this definition of discipleship are woven into the Book of Romans
which is about “the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16)

A basic outline of the Book of Romans is

1:1-1:17 - Introduction

1:18-5:21 - The Doctrine of Justification

6:1-8:39 - The Doctrine of Sanctification

9:1-11:36 - The Sovereignty of God in Salvation

12:1-15:13 - Practical Instructions

15:14-16:27 - Conclusion
- As can be seen from this brief outline, the doctrine of justification is the foundational doctrine
for our relationship with God and “the power of God for salvation” to us who believe

The place to begin with the doctrine of justification is the meaning and concept of
“justification”

Justification is the judicial act of God, the Sovereign and Supreme Judge of the Universe,
by which He declares a person to be legally righteous in their standing before Him

- It is the act of God in which He makes the determination and judgment of a person’s legal
standing before Him according to His own justice based on His holy and righteous unchanging
nature evident in the creation and expressly written in His holy, righteous law

The essential concept has to do with the justice of God and God making the righteous
judgment to determine and decide if a person is righteous or unrighteous before Him

- A person who is judged by God to be righteous is “justified”

- A person who is judged by God to be unrighteous is “condemned”

- The person who is judged to be righteous and justified will receive eternal life

- The person who is judged to be unrighteous and condemned will receive eternal death, which is
the wrath of God as the punishment for their sins



=> Because the destiny of every person is either being justified and receiving eternal life or
being condemned and receiving eternal death, there can be nothing more important or
more personally practical than knowing how to be justified before God

Romans 1:18-5:21 reveals how a person is justified and given eternal life
- In setting forth the doctrine in this passage, there are two things to understand:

(1) The passage distinguishes between two categories of people, “the Jews” and “the
Greeks,” meaning the “Gentiles” or the “nations”
- Romans 1:16 = For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
- Romans 2:9-10 = There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil,
the Jew first and also the Greek, '° but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good,
the Jew first and also the Greek.

The essential distinctions between these two categories of people are that:

(a) “The Jews” are God’s chosen covenant people through Abraham, being given the sign
of the covenant of “circumcision,” and have been given the written revelation of God’s “law”
through Moses

(b) The “Greeks,” or Gentiles, are all the other nations of the world who are not God’s
covenant people and do not have the written revelation of “the law”

- For these reasons, the Jews are “first,” having the priority of God’s work in history and
therefore the “advantage” of knowing God’s works and way of salvation

- Romans 3:12 = Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? ?
Much in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God.

The importance of this difference is the equity of God’s righteous judgment which is that
the greater the knowledge of revelation from and about God, the greater the accountability
=>» By way of practical application for today, “Christians” are be included in the category “Jews”
with the same accountability, while many people in the Western world are now in the category of
“Gentiles”

(2) The passages states there are two ways to be justified

(1) One way is on the basis of what one has done, according to one’s works
- Romans 2:6 = He will render to each one according to his works
- This way of justification is set forth in Romans 1:18-3:20

(a) Romans 1:18-32 focuses the “Greeks” or “Gentiles”

(b) Romans 2:1-3:8 addresses “the Jews”

(c) Romans 3:9-20 deals with “both Jews and Greeks”

(2) The second way to be justified is by grace through faith alone in the Lord Jesus Christ
- This 1s addressed in Romans 3:21-5:21



In expounding the doctrine of justification, and specifically justification on the basis of and
according to one’s works, Romans begins in Romans 1:18-32 by focusing on the “the
Greeks,” who are the “Gentiles” or “the nations”

The passage begins to expound “the gospel” (Rom. 1:16) with the “bad news” - the
summary of God’s judgment “against” the nations that they are under “the wrath of God”
- Romans 1:18 = For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men

The “wrath of God” is “against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men”

- This “wrath of God” is not the future “wrath of God” that will be executed on “the day of wrath
and righteous judgment of God” (Rom. 2:5)

- It is being “revealed” now at the present time of history “against all the ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men”

- “AIl” not only means “each and every” but every kind of sin

- “Ungodliness” is irreverent behavior and lifestyle, meaning not fearing God so that one does
not live according to the moral “likeness of God”

- “Unrighteousness” is the legal category of violating and transgressing the law or “decree” of
God (Rom. 1:32) in regard to how every person, being created in image of God, is to live

- The passage makes known the reasons why God’s “wrath” is being “revealed’ “against” “the
nations” during this period of history and how they are experiencing “the wrath of God”

The passage concludes with the prosecuting charges of God against “the nations”

- Romans 1:32 = Though they know God s righteous decree that those who practice such things
deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.

- The conclusion of this passage of God’s prosecution of “the nations” is that on the basis of their
own works, they will “die,” meaning they will be justly condemned to eternal death because
“those who practice such things deserve to die”

- Romans 6:23 = The wages, meaning the just payment, of sin is death

Why is “the wrath of God revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness
of men” during this time of history?

The fundamental reason is that people “suppress the truth” “about God”

- Romans 1:18 = For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.

- The Greek word translated “suppress” is the verb xotéym (katecho) and means “to hold down,
restrain, hold fast”

- It is the present active tense meaning this is what is continuously taking place now

- Psychologically, it means a person “represses” “the truth” in their “subconscious” mind/heart
- Romans 1:25 = they exchanged the truth about God for a lie

- The Scriptures state that all humans have the inner knowledge that there is one, true God and
the self-contradictory philosophical assertation that “the truth is that there is no truth” is a “/ie”

The critical principle of justice is knowledge - what they know of “the truth about God”
- Romans 1:19 = For what can be known about God is plain to them




- Romans 1:21 = For although they knew God

- Romans 1:32 = Though they know God’s righteous decree

- While the Scriptures reveal that the just equity of God’s judgment distinguishes between those
who do not have knowledge yet are nevertheless guilty and will be punished, and the greater
guilt of those who have knowledge (Num. 15:22-31; Luke 12:47-48; John 19:11), the charge of
God against the nations is not that they are not ignorant - they do “know”

- It is on the basis of God’s righteous justice, and the equity of judgment according to the degree
of knowledge that “the nations” have, that they are under the righteous sentence of
condemnation, are presently experiencing “the wrath of God,” and will ultimately “die,” being
condemned to eternal death on “the day of wrath and righteous judgment of God” (Rom. 2:5)

Why do the nations “know” “the truth about God”?

- The reason is because God Himself made it known

- Romans 1:19 = For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it
to them.

- The Greek word translated “shown” is the verb pavepdé® (phanero), means “to manifest, to
make visible,” and is in the aorist tense, meaning it is a completed act

=> The atheist’s claim that there is no proof of the existence of God is a “lie”

To what degree of knowledge do the nations have of “what can be known about God”?

- It is unhindered and unobstructed

- Romans 1:19 = For what can be known about God is plain to them

- The Greek word translated “plain” is the noun @avepog (phaneros) and means “manifest” with
the basic connotation that it is evident - there is more than enough evidence to prove this

- Romans 1:20 = For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have
been clearly perceived

- The Greek word translated “clearly perceived” is the verb kafBopdw (kathorao) and means “to
clearly see and understand”

- This “seeing” is in the “heart” (v. 21) - the inner person perceiving, knowing and understanding
what God has shown them and testifies to “the truth about God”

What is “the truth about God” and “what can be known about God” that God Himself has
made known that is “clearly perceived” in the “heart” of every person?
- His “eternal power and divine nature”
- Romans 1:20 = For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have
been clearly perceived,
- His “eternal power” means that by the power of His own uncreated, self-existing nature, He has
always existed, and that everything else that exists is dependent on Him
- The self-evident “scientific truth” and reality is that

(a) because nothing - meaning no thing - can come into existence from nothing

(b) and because something does exist

(c) then “something” must have always and eternally existed

(d) that “something” is God Almighty, the Living God and Creator of everything else
- His “divine nature” not only means that He is God but that the “attributes™ of His “nature” are
known - such as love, goodness, beauty, faithfulness, justice, wisdom and order




Where are God’s “eternal power” and “divine nature” clearly perceived” by all human
beings?

- In the creation (“General Revelation” - Ps.8; 19:1-6; 50:6; Acts 14:17)

- Romans 1:20 = For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.
- Just as a house testifies to the architect and builder of that house, the creation testifies to and
“clearly” makes known “the truth” that there is a Creator and what are His “attributes”

=>» The Darwinian theory of “evolution” is a “/ie”

Because God Himself has made known “the truth” about Himself, and this is “clearly”
known in the “heart” of “all men,” is there any other thing that the nations can present in
their defense against these “charges” from God?

- No

- Romans 1:20 = For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.
So they are without excuse.

As a resulting consequence and fruit of “suppressing the truth about God,” what other
evidence is there of the “ungodliness and unrighteousness” of the nations?

- The passage presents three major categories of lifestyle or “practices” that are the “works” of
the nations that “deserve death” (1:32)

(1) Idolatry and the sexual immorality that was/is a part of the worship
- Romans 1:21-25 = For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks
to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. **
Claiming to be wise, they became fools, ** and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. ** Therefore God
gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among
themselves, > because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served
the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.
=>» One of the primary motivations for people “exchanging the truth of God” for the “lie” is the
desire to commit sexual sin which people know is forbidden by God, and therefore, turn to
another god or no god at all

(2) Homosexual lifestyle
- Romans 1:26-27 = For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their
women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; °’ and the men
likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another,
men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their
error.

(3) Every kind of “ungodliness and unrighteousness”
- Romans 1:28-31 = And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a
debased mind to do what ought not to be done. >’ They were filled with all manner of
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit,




maliciousness. They are gossips, 3° slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful,
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 3! foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.

How is” the wrath of God” being “revealed against ungodliness and unrighteousness” of the
nations during this time of history?
- There two ways:

(1) The basic way is God “gives them up” or “gives them into the power of” their evil
desires to “practice” what they want to do
- Romans 1:24 = Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity,
- Romans 1:26 = For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions
- Romans 1:28 = And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a
debased mind to do what ought not to be done.
- “The wrath of God” is executed during this period of history by giving people over to “do what
ought not to be done” and in this way they suffer the self-destructive consequences

(2) There are particular manifestations of “what ought not be done”
- Romans 1:21 = they did not give thanks to him
- The first consequence of idolatry in the absence of thankfulness, ultimately leading to bitterness
- Romans 1:21-22 = they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were
darkened, *° Claiming to be wise, they became fools
- While “the elite” of the world regard themselves as “smarter” than others, they are “fools,”
meaning they are morally corrupt, and the consequences of their “wisdom” has been
demonstrated in the decline and deterioration of virtually every area in the cultures of the world,
with the fall of families or “houses,” nations, kingdoms, and empires throughout history
- Romans 1:24 = the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves
- Idolatry and sexual immorality degrade and dissipate a person so they don’t value themselves
- Romans 1:27 = receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error
- The consequence of homosexual behavior is the perversion of the personality in which males
become like females and females become like males (“transgenderism” is a further depravity)
- Romans 1:28 = God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done.
- The Greek word translated “depraved mind” is the noun é66xipog (adikomos) and means “that
which is disapproved, unacceptable”
- This is a “mind” that is morally corrupt and not able to make righteous judgments and decisions
that are according to the will of God
- It is the opposite of Romans 12:2 and having a “mind, that by testing may discern what is the
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect”
- Romans 1:32 = Romans 1:32 = Though they know God s righteous decree that those who
practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who
practice them.
- The Greek word cuvevdokéw (suneudokeo) translated “give approval” means “to take pleasure
in, to applaud”
- The power of “ungodliness and unrighteousness” is so great, they “cheer on” those who do evil

The conclusion of Romans 1:18-32 is that the “Greeks,” “Gentiles” or the nations will not
be justified on the basis of and according to their works



