Spiritual Gifts.04. Why Spiritual Gifts Don’t Function Properly

Today, we continue in the series on spiritual gifts and focus on reasons why spiritual gifts
don’t function properly

- A “spiritual gift” is ““a manifestation of the grace of God by the effectual working of the Holy
Spirit in and through a person”

- Their purpose is “for the common good” of “building up” the Church, which is the Body of
Christ, which happens when they function properly by being led by the Holy Spirit

- However, as is evident is Scripture and personal experience in churches, there are at least

8 reasons why gifts don’t function as God designed them to function

(1) Believers are ignorant of being filled with the Holy Spirit and the manifestation
of His gifts working in and through them

Although the Scripture says, “7o each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good” (1 Cor. 12:7), many Christians, as well as churches, have little or no personal and
practical knowledge of how the gifts are to manifest and properly function as a body

- 1 Corinthians 12:1 =Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be
uninformed.

"Like a body without a leg, arm, eye or ear, many churches exist without people knowing about
the gifts, how they manifest, and how they are to properly function

Beyond this, while many churches are Trinitarian in their theology, they have little if any
knowledge of being baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit and, thus, are ignorant of the
manifestation of the gifts, which has been a problem from the time of the Apostles
- Acts 19:1-6 = It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland
country and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. ° And he said to them, “Did you
receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even heard that
there is a Holy Spirit.” ° And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?”’ They said, “Into
John’s baptism.” * And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” > On hearing this, they
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. ° And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the
Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying.
- While the literal translation of the Greek into English of their words “we have not even heard
that there is a Holy Spirit” is accurate, they aren’t saying they didn’t know that the Holy Spirit
even exists, but rather that He had been poured out and was filling believers, for 2 reasons:

(1) The Old Testament speaks about “the Spirit of God” from the beginning (Gen.1:2)
and these “disciples” would know from Scripture that “there is a Holy Spirit Who exists”

(2) Being followers of John the Baptist, they would have known that the basic message of
John and reason for his “baptism™ was to prepare the way for “the one who was to come after
him” who would “baptize in the Holy Spirit’ (Matt. 3:14; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:15; John 1:33)
- What they are saying is that they did not know that, since the Day of Pentecost, believers were
being “baptized” and “filled” with the Holy Spirit (See also John 7:39; Acts 8:16) and, thus,
would also have been ignorant of spiritual gifts manifesting
[JUnderstanding that the Spirit was now being poured out, they “received the Holy Spirit,” being
“baptized” and “filled with” the Holy Spirit, and began manifesting spiritual gifts




(2) Churches don’t seek and ask God for all the spiritual gifts

A major reason gifts don’t even function is that, while a church may have some gifts
functioning, other gifts are not because they don’t seek for them

- 3 times in 1 Corinthians, Paul tells the church in Corinth, which is manifesting many of the
gifts (1 Cor. 1:7) to seek for and earnestly desire more gifts and the “higher gifts”

- 1 Corinthians 12:31 = earnestly desire the higher gifts

- 1 Corinthians 14:1 = earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy

- 1 Corinthians 14:39 = earnestly desire to prophesy

- The Greek word translated “earnestly desire” is “zeleo” meaning “strive for, be zealous,” thus,
earnestly desire and seek God for the Holy Spirit to manifest more gifts and the “higher gifts”

- Jesus promised in Matthew 7:11, “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those
who ask him”

U] If certain gifts aren’t manifesting in the body because we are not asking for them, they simply
cannot function, and, therefore, we must pray and ask God to manifest them

(3) The gifts don’t function properly because believers “grieve” and “quench” the
Holy Spirit
- The overall principle of how the gifts are to function properly is that we are to be led by the
Spirit manifesting His power and the fruit of the Spirit, but His manifest presence will withdraw
and cease to work through the gifts when we sin and do not follow His leading

This will happen when we “grieve” the Holy Spirit

- Ephesians 4:30 = And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the
day of redemption.

- While all Christians have been “sealed” by the Holy Spirit, we can nevertheless “grieve” Him,
which means “to hurt His feelings,” by sin in our lives such as bitterness, unrighteous anger,
speaking against others, and most of all unforgiveness (Eph 4:31-32)

1 When this happens, He will withdraw His manifest presence and gifts will not function

Not only can we “grieve” the Holy Spirit, but we can completely “quench” His working
- 1 Thessalonians 5:19-20 = Do not quench the Spirit. °° Do not despise prophecies
- The Greek word translated “quench™ means to “extinguish, put out the fire, suppress, stifle”

The reason the word of God commands us not to “quench the Spirit” is because Christians
do this, which can happen for a number of reasons

(1) “Cessationism,” a doctrine that teaches that the manifestation of certain gifts such as
the “revelatory” gifts of prophecy, tongues and healing “ceased” after the Apostles
- The Bible teaches all the gifts are to function until Christ returns (1 Cor. 13:8)

(2) “Institutionalism,” which is, rather than a church being a dynamic, Spirit-filled
“body” with the members functioning according to their gifts, it functions merely like a business
or civic organization under the control of those in authority with “jobs” in which people “serve”
- 2 Timothy 3:5 = having the appearance [literally “form”] of godliness but denying its power.

(3) Believing only those who are “ordained” to “the office of Minister” by an
ecclesiastical authority are qualified to function in the gifts and “do the work of ministry”



- It is “the saints” - all believers - who are to “do the work of ministry” (Eph. 4:12, 16)

(4) A “Cruise Ship Culture Church” in which the “clergy” and “staff” of the church are
“hired” to do all the work of ministry and the members are served

(5) Limiting the gifts to manifesting and functioning only in “religious” or “sacred”
locations, such as “a church” building
- Just as with Jesus, Who not only manifested in gifts in a “synagogue” setting but everywhere -
in the wilderness, along the road, along the lake shore, in a house, at a well - so it is vital to
understand that the gifts can manifest in any place and location and at any time

(4) A gift can manifest with the wrong motives

While to some it is hard to understand, or even seem to be a contradiction, that the gifts of
the Spirit will function without the fruit of the Spirit, the Bible reveals this happens

- 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 = If ] speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. ? And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not
love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have
not love, I gain nothing.

- While the gifts are to manifest by the power of the effectual working of the Spirit in the fruit of
the Spirit, the reason the gifts function without the fruit of the Spirit is because when God gives a
person a gift, He will not revoke it

- Romans 11:29 = For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

- Spiritual gifts can and will manifest in people who have the wrong motives and are even in
those who are living in outright sin

- Philippians 1:12-18 = [ want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really
served to advance the gospel, ° so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial
guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. '* And most of the brothers, having
become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word
without fear. ° Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will. '’
The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. '’ The
former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my
imprisonment. '* What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is
proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice

- Paul was spiritually mature enough to recognize that while “some brothers” were preaching the
gospel out of competition, “envy and rivalry,” sins that too often motivate leaders and churches,
nevertheless, the Holy Spirit was working through His gifts by His “grace”

(5) The gifts can manifest but do so in a way that causes confusion

The gifts can cause confusion when they don’t function “decently and in order”

- This is what was taking place in the worship gatherings in the Corinthian church when
believers were “speaking out” to the church at inappropriate and untimely ways, whether with
the gift of tongues or prophecy, causing confusion among believers and unbelievers to think the
church is filled with people “out of their minds” (1 Cor. 14:23)

- For this reason, Paul gave instructions for the properly functioning of these gifts in a worship
gathering (1 Cor. 14:27-32) because “God is not a God of confusion but of peace” (1 Cor. 14:33)



(6) Gifts can manifest in a way that will conflict with gifts functioning in others,
which can happen with the most spiritually gifted people
- Acts 15:36-40 =And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the
brothers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” ’ Now
Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark. ** But Paul thought best not to take
with them one who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the
work. ° And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other.
Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, *° but Paul chose Silas and departed,
having been commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord.
- What happened is that Barnabas, whose gift was encouragement, wanted to give John Mark,
who had “deserted” him and Paul on their previous mission (Acts 13:13), another opportunity to
serve and grow where he failed
- But Paul, whose gift was leadership, which most often comes without the gift of mercy,
“thought is not best” - literally, that John Mark was “not worthy”
- Instead of their gifts complementing each other so that, like different notes in a musical chord
that would harmonize, they sharply disagreed causing discord and division
"1 For the gifts to function properly, there must be discernment so that they harmonize

(7) Counterfeit gifts can manifest that are not from the Holy Spirit

- 1 Corinthians 12:3 = Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of
God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy
Spirit.

- 1 John 4:1-3 = Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.

1 A specific example of a counterfeit gift was the demonized girl in Philippi who followed Paul
and his team “crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you
the way of salvation™ and Paul cast the spirit out of her (Acts 16:16-18)

(8) A church is not exercising proper oversight to test and examine the workings of
the gifts to confirm that a person has a particular gift and that they are functioning
properly in the appropriate place of ministry in the body
- 1 Corinthians 14:29 = Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said.
- 1 Thessalonians 5:20-21 = Do not despise prophecies, *' but test everything
- 1 Timothy 3:8, 10 = Deacons...must first be tested
- 1 John 4:1-3 = Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are
from God
- Because a person can think they have a gift that they don’t, such as believing they have the gift
of prophecy or leadership when they don’t, or a person is not functioning in the area of ministry
for which they are gifted, such as a person with the gift of service teaching, it is essential for a
church to know and discern the gifts that God has given a person so that they can function
according to their gift in the right place of ministry that God designed and gifted them to
function
1 A gift and calling is to be confirmed by (1) the person believing they have the gift and (2) they
body affirming and bearing witness to that gift as it manifests to build up the church




