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PASTOR’S CORNER

It seems it 
has been an 

unusually 
slow start 

to spring this year. 
I am always very eager to make 
the transition from the snowy 
and cold winter to the green and 
warm spring and summer. This 
year it has been delayed and the 
anticipation has led me to more 
fully appreciate and enjoy the 
grass, and trees, and flowers 
coming back to life. It is a boost to 
witness the beauty and growth. 

There is a similar transition 
from the season of Lent to the 
season of Easter in the Church 
Year. We see the solemnity and 
darkness of Lent leading up to 
Jesus’ death on a cross transition 
to the joy and light of Jesus’ 
Easter resurrection. We have just 
celebrated the Day of Pentecost 
when God fulfilled His promise 
to send the Holy Spirit to His 
Church to call, gather, enlighten, 
and keep us in the one true faith 
that receives the salvation that 

Christ accomplished for us. 
Having received the Holy Spirit, 
the Church lives and thrives and 
grows. The colour for the season 
of Pentecost is green, symbolizing 
the new life and growth that we 
see and enjoy in nature.

Just like the tender green shoots 
of our spring plants don’t last 
long without being watered and 
nourished, we would not survive 
being separated from Christ, the 
Vine. I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in Me 
and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from Me you 
can do nothing (John 15:5).

 When we stay connected to 
the Vine, we draw nourishment 
and cannot help but produce the 
fruit of the Spirit, which is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control.

As you enjoy the blooming 
trees and flowers, remember how 
God provides all we need.

God’s blessings,
Pastor Keith 

Lutheran Church–Canada and 
her congregations’ delegates will 
meet in convention June 12 - 15, 
2026, in Winnipeg, Man., under 
the theme “Together One: One 
Lord, One Faith, One Body.” It is 
a particularly fitting theme as, for 
only the second time, delegates 
from every parish across our 
Synod are invited to be together in 
convention. 

The convention workbook, 
filled with reports on all we do 
together, proposed overtures that 
will become resolutions, a list 
of members of the voting body 
and much, much more, can be 
found online at https://www.
lutheranchurchcanada.ca/2026-
convention-workbook/.

Pastor Keith and Jacob Kitsch 
will serve as our delegates.

THE COLOUR IS GREEN
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Reminders
• Please remember that, 

because we have a number of 
members with allergies to nuts, 
any foods brought to church 
events should be nut-free.

• Also, several have allergies 
to fragrances. Please consider 
them when choosing toiletries and 
whether or not to wear perfumes.

PLEASE NOTE A CHANGE

Changes have been made to how 
St. Paul’s LWMLC society collects 
Mite offerings and society offerings. 
Please contact Marion Hollinger at 
hollinger@sasktel.net to learn more.

Classifieds
Something to sell or give away? 
Need something? Services to offer 
to fellow members? Try The Spirit 
Classifieds first. No cost. Send 
your ads to the editor.

STEWARDSHIP
THE LORD IS OUR SHEPHERD

Pastor: Rev. Murray Keith
Office Secretary: Sandy Harper

phone: 306-343-9535
e-mail: stpaulslcc@sasktel.net
web: www.stpaulslutheran.ca

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
stpaulslutheran

Instagram: www.instagram.com/
stpaulslcc

Spirit Editor: Marion Hollinger
hollinger@sasktel.net

Next deadline: Aug. 24. 2026
Publication: Aug. 27, 2026 continued next page

One of the best-known and most-beloved psalms is Psalm 23, the 
“Shepherd Psalm.” There we learn that the Lord is our Shepherd. And 
since He is our Shepherd, we will not want. We will not suffer want 
because the Lord, our Shepherd, will lead us to green pastures and beside 
still waters. In other words, the Lord, our Shepherd, will provide for all 
that we need in both body and soul. 

Yet, we live as though this is not the case. We live as though we 
actually suffer from want, that the Lord, our Shepherd, will not provide 
for all that we need. And thus, we live as though the Lord is not our 
Shepherd. And that means that we live as though we are not the Lord’s 
sheep. 

When do we live as though the Lord is not our Shepherd? When we 
put anything else before Him and His provision for us. When we think 
that going to work is more important than receiving His gifts in church on 
Sunday (in violation of the First and Third Commandments). When we 
fail to give generously of the first fruits of what the Lord has provided for 
us because we don’t know what the future will bring (even though He has 
promised that He will lead us to green pastures and still waters). 

We live as though we are not the Lord’s sheep when we think that the 
Lord is only in the business of helping those who will help themselves. 
We act this way because our minds are set on earthly, temporal things and 
not on heavenly, eternal things. We act this way because we have stopped 
hearing the call of our Shepherd, which comes through His Word. 

Through the Word of God, the Shepherd calls us to Himself. Through 
the Word, the Holy Spirit gathers and enlightens us with His gifts. Through 
the Word, we are kept holy and nourished in the one true faith, the faith that 
follows our Shepherd wherever He leads us. He promises to lead us to our 
true home, to the land flowing with milk and honey, to a better country, not 
of this world, but a heavenly one. 

And so, here’s the Good News: the Lord is your Shepherd, even and 
especially for wayward sheep. For Jesus seeks and saves those who 
are lost. He finds the lost sheep and carries them back to the fold. He is 
the Shepherd who lays down His life for His sheep. The Lord is your 
Shepherd. Let us live as His sheep.

Coming Up!

New Member Sunday 

and BBQ

SUNDAY, JUNE 21
following worship

You bring the salads and desserts and the 
Board of Parish Fellowship will provide 

hamburgers and hot dogs. PLEASE SIGN UP 
to give them an idea how many they will need. It’s a 

wonderful opportunity to get to know our new members.

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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continued next page

EVANGELISM and PUBLIC RELATIONS

EVERLASTING!
All Scripture quoted is from the English Standard Version.

Stewardship, continued

2025 ENDS WITH A SURPLUS
Here at St. Paul’s congregation, 

we can report that we will end the 
2025 fiscal year with a surplus of 
just over $9,000. We thank you for 
your generous offerings last year to 
support our missions and ministry 
at home and further abroad.  

For the first four months of 
2026 we have received donations 
and miscellaneous revenue of 

The following words of Jesus 
regarding The Final Judgment 
confirm that EVERYONE will 
spend Eternity SOMEWHERE! 
Those of us who have put our trust 
in Him as our Lord and Saviour 
will stand before Him with the 
assurance that we are forgiven 
of our sin, fully clothed in His 
righteousness, and considered 
worthy to inherit eternal life.  
Everyone who relies on any merit 
but that of Jesus Christ  remains 
condemned by sin and destined for 
the eternal punishment it deserves.

“When the Son of Man comes 
in His glory, and all the angels 
with Him, then He will sit on His 
glorious throne. Before Him will 
be gathered all the nations, and 
He will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats. And 
He will place the sheep on His 
right, but the goats on the left.
Then the King will say to those 
on His right, ‘Come, you who are 

“Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD GOD is an everlasting rock.’ (Isaiah 26:4)

blessed by My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. For 
I was hungry and you gave Me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave 
Me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed Me, I was naked and 
you clothed Me, I was sick and you 
visited Me, I was in prison and you 
came to Me.’ Then the righteous 
will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see You hungry and 
feed You, or thirsty and give You 
drink? And when did we see You 
a stranger and welcome You, or 
naked and clothe You? And when 
did we see You sick or in prison 
and visit You?’ And the King will 
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, 
as you did it to one of the least 
of these My brothers, you did it 
to Me.’ Then He will say to those 
on His left, ‘Depart from Me, 
you cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his 
angels. For I was hungry and you 
gave Me no food, I was thirsty 

$94,140 which is $7,300 higher 
than for the same period in 2025. 
Our expenses were $96,499 which 
left us with a deficit of $2,359 
compared to a deficit of $8,067at 
the end of April 2025. Again, 
we thank you for your generous 
support of our congregational 
needs and mission.

NEW EXECUTIVE AND 
BOARDS FOR 2026

Elections of the new executive 
and boards were held at the 
last voters’ meeting for another 
two-year term. The Board of 
Stewardship thanks all who served 
in the previous term and all who 
were elected for the next two-year 
term for their commitment and 
their gift of time and talent. God’s 
blessings on your work!

Board of Stewardshi

and you gave Me no drink, I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome 
Me, naked and you did not clothe 
Me, sick and in prison and you 
did not visit Me.’ Then they also 
will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or 
in prison, and did not minister to 
you?’ Then He will answer them, 
saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to Me.’ And 
these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life” (Matthew 25:31-46).

The gospel of Luke records the 
following account of the rich man 
and Lazarus:

“There was a rich man who was 
clothed in purple and fine linen 
and who feasted sumptuously every 
day. And at his gate was laid a 
poor man named Lazarus, covered 
with sores, who desired to be fed 
with what fell from the rich man’s 

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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EDUCATION

KIDS CORNER 
GROWING HEARTS OF FAITH 
One Lord, One faith, One baptism (Ephesians 4:5)

Hey Kids!

What’s new?! Has your yard changed? Are 
the trees and grass turning green? Have you 
noticed a change in our church? The paraments…
the cloths that hang from the altar, the pulpit 
and the lectern…are also green. We are starting 
the Season of Pentecost. The colour green 
reminds us of growing plants and new life. Just 
like plants need sunlight and water to grow, we 
need the Holy Spirit to help us grow in faith, 
love, and kindness. On Pentecost Sunday, which 
happens fifty days after Easter, we remembered 
how God sent the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ followers. 
On that day, the Holy Spirit came to Jesus’ 
disciples, giving them courage and power to share 
God’s love with everyone. Just like it was for the 
disciples two thousand years ago, the Season 
of Pentecost is all about learning how the Holy 
Spirit helps us every day. During this season, we 
hear Bible stories about how the first Christians 
shared God’s Word and cared for others. We 

learn that the Holy Spirit is with us, helping us 
listen to God, do His will, and tell others about 
Jesus. Even when things are hard or we feel 
scared, the Holy Spirit gives us strength and 
comfort. The Season of Pentecost lasts from 
June 7 to November 22 and is a great time to 
remember that we are not alone — God is always 
with us, helping us grow as His children and share 
His love with the world.  Let the green things in 
God’s beautiful creation remind you of this all 
summer long!

Don’t forget to celebrate another of God’s 
blessings on Father’s Day! Along with the activity 
sheets for the coming weeks, you’ll find some 
pages to colour for your dad.  

God bless and keep you and your family this 
summer!
In Jesus’ Love,
Denise Timm
For the Board of Christian Education and Youth

table. Moreover, even the dogs 
came and licked his sores. The 
poor man died and was carried 
by the angels to Abraham’s side. 
The rich man also died and was 
buried, and in Hades, being in 
torment, he lifted up his eyes and 
saw Abraham far off and Lazarus 
at his side. And he called out, 
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on 
me, and send Lazarus to dip the 
end of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue, for I am in anguish 
in this flame.’ But Abraham said, 
‘Child, remember that you in your 
lifetime received your good things, 
and Lazarus in like manner bad 
things; but now he is comforted 

here, and you are in anguish. And 
besides all this, between us and 
you a great chasm has been fixed, 
in order that those who would 
pass from here to you may not be 
able, and none may cross from 
there to us.’ And he said, ‘Then 
I beg you, father, to send him to 
my father’s house—for I have five 
brothers—so that he may warn 
them, lest they also come into this 
place of torment.’  But Abraham 
said, ‘They have Moses and the 
Prophets; let them hear them.’ And 
he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but 
if someone goes to them from the 
dead, they will repent.’ He said to 
him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and 
the Prophets, neither will they be 

convinced if someone should rise 
from the dead’” (Luke 16:19-31).

I fervently pray that each one 
of us who has been blessed to hear 
God’s Word, believe His truth, 
and receive Christ’s assurance 
of salvation and eternal life is 
encouraged to share the Good 
News with EVERYONE in our 
lives who has yet to hear or needs 
to be reminded of all Jesus has 
earned on their behalf.    

“Blessed be the LORD, the 
God of Israel, from everlasting to 
everlasting! And let all the people 
say, ‘Amen! Praise the LORD’”  
(Psalm 106:48)!		

Verla Schmirler on behalf of 
Board of Evangelism 
and Public Relations

Everlasting, continued

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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