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Consider serving
as an usher

Those who currently serve as
ushers during worship services
have done so for some time. We
thank them for their dedication
and their service.

With the current schedule
ending May 31, the Board of Lay
Ministry would like to give them a
break and provide an opportunity
for others to offer their service as
an usher from June 1 to the end of
September.

If you would consider
serving the Lord and your fellow
worshippers in this way, please
contact Daryl Walter, preferably
by May 10 so there is time to
prepare the new schedule before
the end of the month.

If you have any questions
about the duties of ushers, you
may contact Daryl by email
(cdwalter@sasktel.net), phone
(306-260-0925) or in person
before or after services.
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We are glad to welcome
Karen Friesen and Darcy Pearce
to St. Paul’s. Karen became a
member through Holy Baptism
and Darcy became a member
through Profession of Faith. They
have been attending St. Paul’s for
some time now as well as Pastor
Keith’s Christianity 101 classes.
Please take a moment introduce
yourselves when you see them.
Welcome to our church family,
Karen & Darcy!

We also welcome the
Schmidt family: They recently
transferred from Grace Lutheran
in Saskatoon. Please introduce
yourselves when you see them
and welcome them to our church
family—Regan and Charity,
Trinity and Augustine.

Welcome to Olivia Viczko who
became a member by Profession
of Faith. She has been attending
St. Paul’s as well as Pastor Keith’s
Christianity 101 classes. When
you see her please introduce
yourself and welcome her to our
church family.

Congratulations to Rafael &
Caroline Wolf de Goes on the birth
of Benjamin on April 17.

Installation Sunday, when the new
board members and executive will

be installed during the service, is May 24.
Thank-you to everyone who will serve during the

2026-28 term and to all who have served in the past. Thank-
you also to those who are unable to serve in this way but continue to
support the ministry of our congregation and those who pray for all
our volunteers, Pastor Keith and our administrative assistant, Sandy

Harper.

New Member Sunday, including a BBQ will be on June 21.
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The Spirit
Reminders

* Please remember that,
because we have a number of
members with allergies to nuts,
any foods brought to church
events should be nut-free.

* Also, several have allergies
to fragrances. Please consider
them when choosing toiletries and
whether or not to wear perfumes.

* LWMLC mites and society
offerings may be put in the offering
plate in an envelope separate from
your church offering, mailed to
the church or given to society
treasurer, Marion Hollinger. Please
make any cheques payable to St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church but mark
them clearly as being for LWMLC.
Indicate the amount for mites and the
amount for society funds.

Classifieds

Something to sell or give away?
Need something? Services to offer
to fellow members? Try The Spirit
Classifieds first. No cost. Send
your ads to the editor.

Pastor: Rev. Murray Keith
Office Secretary: Sandy Harper
phone: 306-343-9535
e-mail: stpaulslcc@sasktel.net

web: www.stpaulslutheran.ca

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

stpaulslutheran

Instagram: www.instagram.com/
stpaulslce

Spirit Editor: Marion Hollinger

hollinger

sasktel.net

Next deadline: May 25. 2026
Publication: May 31, 2026

STEWARDSHIP

Our Saviour calls us to follow
Him in generosity. “For I have
given you an example, that you
also should do just as I have done
to you” (John 13:15). We cannot
give our lives for the salvation of
the world, of course. Praise God,
that job is already done! But with
hearts full of thanksgiving for
what Jesus has given us, we can
follow His example of generous
giving. And Jesus’ generosity
is not merely an example. Our
Lord also commands us to act
according to our gifts: “The one
who contributes, [let him give] in
generosity” (Romans 12:8).

So, when we bring offerings
to the Lord, we should strive to
heed His command and follow the
pattern He has established for us.
Jesus did not give us leftovers. He
gave His best. We should not give
leftovers, either, but the first and
best of what He has given us. Jesus
did not give as an afterthought —
He gave according to the plan of
salvation God established from the
foundation of the world. So, when
it comes to our own offerings, we
should make a thoughtful plan to
give generously, in proportion to
the way He has blessed us. Like
the Macedonian Christians, who
gave according to their ability,
and even beyond their ability (2
Corinthians 8:3), we should honour

GENEROSITY
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the Lord by giving a generous
portion of the income that God
provides us.

We should also give freely,
just as Jesus gave freely for us.
There is no compulsion involved
in our works of love and our
offerings to the Lord. We do not
give grudgingly, but willingly and
cheerfully, each “as he has decided
in his heart,” as the Lord says (2
Corinthians 9:7). There is no New
Testament ceremonial law involved
here. Rather, we are free to give
as generously as our Saviour has
given for us!

In the same way, our Lord
teaches us to give generously out
of our love for Him and for our
neighbour. Jesus shows us that
genuine love is always love “in
deed” (1 John 3:18). It is love that
sees our neighbour in need and
gives generously to help him. It
is love that hears the Word of the
Lord and does what it says. If we
truly love, we give generously. If
we give without love, our giving is
not truly following Jesus.

Finally, we follow Jesus in
generosity when we support His
Gospel ministry and other works
of mercy. The people of Israel
gave generously to construct
and support the operation of the

tabernacle, for that was the place
continued next page
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Generosity, continued

where the Lord received the Old
Testament sacrifices, through
which He bestowed the forgiveness
of sins on His people. So, they
gave abundantly, so abundantly
that they had to be told to stop
giving! (Exodus 36:5-6). In

the same way, we should bring
generous offerings to support

the Lord’s work. We support our
congregations in the preaching of
His Word, Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper, which bestow His gifts of
forgiveness, life and salvation, and
we take care of those who are poor
and needy.

Our Saviour calls us to follow
His example in generous giving.
Let us then, with thankful hearts,
rededicate ourselves to following
Him in generosity.

Here at St. Paul’s congregation,
we ask for your continuing support
for our programs, mission and
ministry. We are showing a deficit
of just over $11,700 for the first
two months of the year. We are
confident we can make up that
shortfall by year-end but need to
ensure we can meet our expenses
throughout the year. Thank you for
your generosity and prayers.

Blessings and peace,
Board of Stewardship
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EVANGELISM and PUBLIC RELATIONS

FILLED!

All Scripture quoted is from the English Standard Version.

“When the day of Pentecost
arrived, [Jesus’disciples] were
all together in one place. And
suddenly there came from heaven a
sound like a mighty rushing wind,
and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. And divided
tongues as of fire appeared to them
and rested on each one of them.
And they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit gave
them utterance. Now there were
dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout
men from every nation under
heaven. And at this sound the
multitude came together, and they
were bewildered, because each one
was hearing them speak in his own
language, and they were amazed
and astonished, saying, “Are
not all these who are speaking
Galileans? And how is it that we
hear, each of us in his own native
language” (Acts 2:1-8)?

Peter’s response to the crowd’s
perplexity was to preach a sermon
that is recorded in Acts 2:14-

39. It was filled with passages
from God’s Word that foretold
the coming of the Holy Spirit as
well as other events that would
occur during the latter days. It
brought into remembrance the
suffering, death, resurrection, and
ascension of Jesus in order to
save us. Finally, Peter encouraged
those who had heard the message
to “repent and be baptized.” Acts
2:40-41 goes on to say, “And with
many other words [Peter| bore

witness and continued to exhort
them, saying, ‘Save yourselves

from this crooked generation.’ So

those who received his word were
baptized, and there were added that
day about three thousand souls.”
Throughout the centuries since
then, generations of people on
earth have heard God’s Word, were
baptized in God’s Triune Name and
filled with the Holy Spirit, were
added to the number of faithful
believers in Jesus Christ, and were
gifted and equipped to serve Christ
in a variety of ways. Faithful
pastors and missionaries have
preached, teachers and parents
have taught, countless Christians
have carried out acts of kindness
that blessed others in need, and
caring individuals have been
inspired to engage with family
members, friends, neighbours and
colleagues to sow seeds that would
mature into saving faith. I fervently
pray that our work may continue,
unhindered, until the Day of Jesus’
return!
“Blessed be the Lord, the
God of Israel, who alone does
wonderous things. Blessed be
His glorious Name forever; may
the whole earth be filled with His
glory! Amen and Amen” ((Psalm
72:18-19)!
Verla Schmirler
On behalf of Board of Evangelism
and Public Relations
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LAY MINISTRY
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The Board of Lay Ministry,
along with Pastor Keith, have
continued to meet on a regular
basis to discuss the overall
ministry at St. Paul’s. Pastor Keith
continues to provide numerous
opportunities for members of the
congregation to be in the Word
through several Bible studies.
These include an online Bible
study on Tuesday mornings and
a men’s Bible study on Thursday
mornings. We encourage members
of St. Paul’s to be in the Word and
take part in either of these Bible
study opportunities.*

We are also pleased that as part
of the discussions of the Board
of Lay Ministry we continue to

AN ADDITIONAL BIBLE STUDY

OPPORTUNITY

* Although Pastor
Keith doesn’t lead
these studies, women
of the congregation
are invited to join
join a group who
meet at the church
to study God’s Word
once a month — most
months. They use

Bible studies written by women of Lutheran

transfer a number of new members
into the congregation. We hope
you will take the opportunity to
introduce yourself and welcome
these new members to St. Paul’s.

As always, we continue to be
blessed with the dedication of
the many volunteers who assist
with worship services including
serving on the altar guild and
ushering. In addition, we continue
to be blessed by the presence and
leadership of Laura Neufeld as
well as the many others who share
their musical talents during the
worship services.

Pastor Keith continues to be a
constant in providing leadership
to St. Paul’s in carrying out the

KIDS CORNER
GROWING HEARTS OF FAITH

One Lord, One faith, One baptism (Ephesians 4:5)

\.\\

Hi Kids!

Women’s Missionary League—Canada found in

the league’s magazine, Tapestry.

Guests may stay for the short planning

EDUCATION

ministry of Word and Sacrament
to the congregation including
through member visitation and
private communion. We thank
God for his ministry.
Finally I would like to take
this opportunity to recognize
the members of the Board
of Lay Ministry who have
served faithfully on the board
and contributed to the overall
ministry at St. Paul’s over the
past two years. As their term
comes to an end and on behalf of
the congregation, my thanks to
Art Timm, Daryl Walter, James
Dietrich, Owen Mitchell and Chad
Timm.
Barry Walter,
Board of Lay Ministry
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Someone says, "CHRIST IS RISEN!" And we all

meeting that follows, or leave prior to it if they

wish.

Currently the day and time vary as the group
tries to accommodate participants’ schedules.
Watch the bulletin or call Gail Mitchell for the

May gathering information.

say, "HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!"

Do you remember hearing this during the

Easter Service? Why do you suppose we
say He IS risen, instead of He WAS risen?
It's because He still IS risen in heaven!

continued next page
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Hi Kids, continued

Jesus rose from the dead and ascended
into heaven, so we can trust that He still
watches over His people and cares for
them.He promises to be with His Church
always, so we know that He will never leave
us. No matter where we are or what we do,
Jesus is always looking out for each of us
and loving us! His care and protection last
forever and He will never stop caring for us.

The month of May is a busy onel We
recognize and celebrate Jesus' Ascension,
Pentecost and the Holy Trinity, as well as
Mother's Day. You all know what Mother's
Day is, but let's spend some time learning
about the other three.

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD

After Jesus rose from the dead on Easter,
He spent forty days with His disciples,
teaching them and reassuring them. Then,
Jesus ascended into heaven, which means
He went up to be with God the Father. His
disciples saw Him lifted up into the sky until
He a cloud hid Him. The Ascension reminds
us that Jesus is alive and He rules as King
in heaven. He also promised that He would
always be with us, His people, even though we
can't see Him with our eyes.

THE DAY OF PENTECOST

Ten days after Jesus ascended, the disciples
gathered together in Jerusalem. Suddenly,
the Holy Spirit came upon them like a
rushing wind, and little flames appeared over
their heads. This is called Pentecost. The
Holy Spirit gave them courage and the ability
to speak in different languages so they
could tell people everywhere about Jesus.
Pentecost is often called the birthday of the
Church, because it's when God's people began
to share the Good News with the world. To

MAY 2026

this day, the Holy Spirit helps us share God's
love with others in many different ways.

The Holy Trinity

Trinity is a special word we use to talk
about God. It means that God is three
persons—Father, Son (Jesus), and Holy
Spirit—but still just one God. It's a mystery
that can be hard to understand, but it
shows that God is full of love and unity. We
remember the Trinity every time a prayer
begins, "In the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL (at St. Paul's and
online at Good Shepherd)

May 24 is the last class before summer
break. Natalie will be ready and waiting for
you in the church basement!

Another option is online with Jim Jacob
(600d Shepherd Lutheran Church, London,
Ont). Classes are offered on the 3rd, 4th and
5th Sundays of the month. Just ask Natalie
or Denise to be put you on the email list.

ACTIVITY SHEETS

Some activity sheets may be attached to this
newsletter, they may be printed separately
OR you can go online to lll.ca for the most
recent ones. These are available on a week

to week basis. God will bless you as you learn
about Him and how much He cares for youl

In Jesus' Love,

Denise Timm

For the Board of

Christian Education and Youth
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Mom, you show the

fruit of the Spirit
every day!

Mother’s Day Bible Craft

Prep Time: 8 minutes Active Time: 12 minutes End Time: 20 minutes

This Mother’s Day Bible craft blends creativity and faith when children create a
sweet reminder of love and appreciation.

Materials
¢ Coloured cardstock or construction paper
e Scissors
e Glue
e Markers
¢ Mother’s Day Bible template

Instructions

1. Print the template and gather the materials for this fun activity.

2. Begin by colouring each fruit and then cut them out.

3. Glue the tag to the centre of the basket.

4. Place one fruit piece along the top and back edges of the basket and glue
in place.

5. Continue adding the remaining fruits to the basket. Arrange the fruits so
they slightly overlap and the basket is full.
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Mom, you show the

fruit of the Spirit
every day!
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goodness
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Mothers Day Bible Craft Personal use onl
www.simple)éverydaymomcom basket Commercial use prohibife?il
© Simple Everyday Mom print on brown or colored paper
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Mom, you show the

fruit of the Spirit
every day!

Mom, you show the

fruit of the Spirit
every doy!

Mom, you show the

fruit of the Spirit
every day!
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print on coloured paper
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