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OH, THAT THE LORD WOULD GUIDE MY WAYS

LIKE TO KNIT OR CROCHET?

COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP

Check out the opportunity
on page 5

Spiritof St.Paul’s
The

FALL BBQ 

Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways
To keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace
To know and do His will!

Order my footsteps by Thy Word
And make my heart sincere;
Let sin have no dominion, Lord,
But keep my conscience clear.

Assist my soul, too apt to stray,
A stricter watch to keep;
And should I e’er forget Thy way,
Restore Thy wand’ring sheep.

Make me to walk in Thy commands— ‘Tis a delightful road—
Nor let my head or heart or hands Offend against my God.		  LSB 707, Public Domain

PLAN TO GATHER on Sunday, September 13 — outdoors if 

the weather holds — for our annual fall barbecue.

The.Board of Parish Fellowship will supply hamburgers 

and you are invited to bring salads and desserts!

Please sign up so they know 

how many burgers are needed. Take time for fellowship after worship.
Get to know your fellow worshippers.

It’s also a great time for singles, couples 
or families to serve their fellow members. 
Set-up and clean-up are minimal with 
supplies stocked and disposible. Sundays 
where meetings or special events follow 
worship will be omitted.

For more information contact 
Doreen Morris.

E-mail handigem@sasktel.net
Phone: 306-249-2124
Text: 306-270-1316

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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Reminders
• Please remember that, 

because we have a number of 
members with allergies to nuts, 
any foods brought to church 
events should be nut-free.

• Also, several have allergies 
to fragrances. Please consider 
them when choosing toiletries and 
whether or not to wear perfumes.

Classifieds
Something to sell or give away? 
Need something? Services to offer 
to fellow members? Try The Spirit 
Classifieds first. No cost. Send 
your ads to the editor.

KEEPING YOU UP-TO-DATE

LAY MINISTRY

We hope that everyone had 
a good summer and enjoyed 
the great weather we have been 
blessed with. With the summer 
winding down and in preparation 
for the coming year, the Board 
of Lay Ministry along with 
Pastor Keith will be meeting in 
September to review plans for the 
coming year. Included in these 
plans are resumption of Bible 
studies and confirmation classes 
as well as the overall ministry 
to St. Paul’s. We will be able to 
provide more information on these 
discussions in the next edition of 
The Spirit.  

FELLOWSHIP TIME
Several months ago, at the last 

Board of Lay Ministry meeting, 
a discussion took place with 
regards to serving coffee after 
worship services to allow for a 
time of fellowship for members 
of St. Paul’s. Doreen Morris and 
several others have agreed to 
organize this with the first taking 
place on August 23. We thank 
Doreen for leading this and we 

encourage members to take this 
opportunity for fellowship in the 
coming weeks. Volunteers are also 
welcome.

ASSISTANCE AT WORSHIP
As always, we continue to be 

blessed with the dedication of the 
many volunteers who assist with 
worship services including serving 
on the altar guild and ushering. In 
particular we are blessed by the 
leadership of Laura Neufeld and 
all the musicians in sharing their 
musical talents for our worship 
services. We thank them all. 
We are also pleased that Gerald 
Langner has volunteered to lead 
the choir. We thank him and look 
forward to the contribution of the 
choir to our worship services in 
the fall. 

Pastor Keith continues to be a 
constant in providing leadership 
to St. Paul’s in carrying out the 
ministry of word and sacrament to 
the congregation of St. Pauls. We 
thank God for his ministry.

Barry Walter, Director

TWO-BEDROOM BASEMENT 
SUITE for rent in Haultain area 
close to all amenities. Water, heat, 
laundry included, Deck, barbecue, 
garden, $1100.00 plus electric. 
Available after renovation - October 
1 or 15, 2026. Rod Osborne PH:306-
241-5218.

LWMLC mites and society offerings

For those who contribute to LWMLC Mites for Missions and to society 
offerings, please note that they will no longer be receipted by the congregation. 
Both may be turned in to St. Paul’s LWMLC society treasurer, Marion 
Hollinger as cash, cheque (payable to St. Paul’s LWML) or e-transfer. All will 
be deposited in the society’s account with Mites being forwarded to LWML–
Canada for receipting by the organization. Donations to the local group will not 
be receipted.

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
mailto:stpaulslcc@sasktel.net
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I hope that you had a fantastic 
summer and had time to enjoy 
the sunny and warm months. I am 
looking forward to getting back into 
the swing of things at St. Paul’s!

I am part of a history group on a 
social media platform that focuses 
on the history of Saskatoon. People 
post all kinds of things related to 
our city’s past and it is interesting 
to learn about what has taken place 
in the years gone by. The group’s 
organizer often posts pictures of Star 
Phoenix articles from decades ago 
and one in particular caught my eye.

The article titled, “St. Paul’s 
Lutheran true to tenets of faith over 
90 years,” was from a  June 1997 
edition of the paper and reported 
on St. Paul’s 90th Anniversary 
celebration. A longtime member of 
St. Paul’s, Art Timm, was quoted 
in the article saying, “I joined the 
church 42 years ago, so I’ve been 
here almost half the life of the 
congregation. I can say that over 
the 90 years the doctrinal position 
of the church hasn’t changed. The 
main focus has centred around word 
and sacrament. That is the glue that 
holds us together and the engine that 
keeps us going.”

It is remarkable to consider all 
of the changes that happened in 
the world over the first 90 years 
of St. Paul’s history. With the 
industrial revolution and significant 
advancements in technology, the 
world in 1907 looked very different 
than it did in 1997. And it looks 
very different today in 2026 than 
it did almost 30 years ago in 1997. 
Yet, throughout all of that change 
one thing remains constant and 
always will: God’s love for us and 
the salvation that Christ won for 

the world. Nothing can or will ever 
change that. The writer of the letter 
to the Hebrews teaches, “Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, and 
today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). 

St. Paul’s Spirit Editor, Marion 
Hollinger, was also included in 
the Star Phoenix article adding 
the wise words, “rooted in the 
past is the vision for the future.” 
We are beginning an encouraging 
and exciting season at St. Paul’s 
as we are welcoming people to 
the congregation who are eager to 
hear the Gospel, be a part of our 
community, and join in loving and 
serving our community and world in 
Christ’s name. As we optimistically 
look forward to the days ahead, 
we remain deeply rooted in the 
past. We are thankful for all of the 
faithful and loving work of those 
who have gone before us at St. 
Paul’s who established a foundation 

PASTOR’S CORNER

DISCOVERING ST. PAUL’S HISTORY IN AN UNEXPECTED PLACE

that is Christ centred and focused. 
May we remain ever steadfast in 
preaching Christ crucified and risen 
for the forgiveness of sins and life 
everlasting.         

Please be encouraged by these 
words in the letter to the Hebrews: 
“Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering, for 
he who promised is faithful. And 
let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see 
the Day drawing near” (Hebrews 
10:23-35).

	
On the next page is some 

information on the Bible studies 
being offered over the next while. 
We would love for you to join us. 

God’s blessings, Pastor Keith

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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The Tuesday Morning Online Bible Study will 
begin on September 22 at 10:00 a.m. Please join 
us for this time of study that looks at the Scripture 
readings for the upcoming Sunday Divine Service. 
We have a great group that 
engages in meaningful and 
fruitful discussion and we 
grow together in the faith. 
Please let Pastor Keith or 
Sandy know if you would 
like to be added to our email 
list of those who receive 
the invitation links. Join 
as you are able. We use 
the GoToMeeting platform 
(without video) and we 
will do our best to provide 
assistance if you need help 
using it. 

Did you have a good summer? I often heard those 
words spoken by supervisors and staff members at the 
beginning of each school year. The reason they asked 
the question was to receive my assurance that I was 
refreshed, renewed, and ready to serve as needed. 

If I asked you the same question for the same 
reason, how would you respond?

“Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within 
me, bless His Holy Name!  Bless the LORD, O my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives 
all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who 
redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with 
steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good 
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s”  (Psalm 
103:1-5 ESV).

The psalmist, David, was inspired to help us 
recognize the many benefits of our LORD by which 

EVANGELISM and PUBLIC RELATIONS

RENEWED!
our “youth is renewed.” As a result, we have the 
assurance that He refreshes, renews, and readies us 
to faithfully serve Him through our service to people 
here on earth.

In the months ahead, you will be provided with 
a variety of opportunities to demonstrate the love of 
Jesus, either through fostering connections within 
our congregation or by responding to needs in our 
community. Regardless which board, group or 
individual presents the particular opportunity, each 
person in our congregation who supports it in some 
way has a part in achieving the end result!

Verla Schmirler, on behalf of
Bev Bechtel, Sherry Gore, 
and Rafael Wolf de Goes,

 Board of Evangelism and Public Relations

GROW IN YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
The Thursday Morning Men’s Breakfast 

Bible Study is ongoing and is held at Grainfield’s 
Restaurant (810 Circle Dr) at 7:30 a.m. Men 
are invited to join us for a good breakfast and 

conversation, and a video-
based Bible study. Please 
contact Pastor Keith if you 
would like more information.

The Thursday Evening 
Bible Study will begin at the 
end of September or in early 
October. Please watch for 
further details.

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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RECIPE CORNER
A picture is worth a thousand 

words, so the saying goes. Sherry and 
I had the opportunity recently to pick 
chokecherries at Walter Stevensons 
farm. This is an annual activity for us 
and having come from a long line of 
berry pickers we look forward to this 
every year.

LET IT SNOW — but not too soon!
KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS —

Now that August has turned into September, we know that fall is coming 
to be followed by that season that requires warm outer wear.

 
A long-time project for St. Paul’s Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

is the “Mitten Tree,” put up shortly before Christmas. 
We ask for donations of mittens as well as scarves and toques to hang on 

the tree. These donations are much appreciated by the organizations and the 
people who receive them. 

So…even though there is no snow, all knitters (and those who crochet) 
are encouraged to get their needles and hooks going to decorate the tree once 
it is set up!

Rhonda enjoying the berry-picking.

Walter scouted the bushes and 
gave us access to what he considered 
the best locations. We were able to 
pick two-and-a-bit ice cream pails of 
berries in very little time and came 
home happy with our efforts. Now the 
real work begins making chokecherry 
syrup & jelly.

Chokecherry Syrup Recipe
Betty Reimer – http://www.
mennonitegirlscancook.ca/2010/09/
chokecherry-syrup.html?m=1

4 cups chokecherry juice
3 cups sugar

Place whatever amount of chokecherries you have in a pot, 
cover just barely with water, bring to boil and simmer till 
the berries are soft.

Mash berries:potato masher works well.
Strain berries in a large sieve pressing down to get pulp 

with the juice.
Whatever amount of juice you end up with, adjust sugar 

accordingly – 1 cup less sugar than juice is the ratio.
Bring strained juice to boil, add sugar, bring back to boil 

and boil for 15 minutes stirring occasionally.
Pour into sterilized jars or into pretty decorative bottles. 

Keep refrigerated.
Yield: 4 1/2 cups syrup

Submitted by Sherry Gore & Rhonda Billard

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca


6 627 Taylor Street East, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7H 1V9 • 306-343-9535 • www.stpaulslutheran.ca

The Spirit SEPTEMBER 2026

St. Paul’s FAMILY gathers...

for a wedding  — The congregation was 
invited to the wedding ceremony for Wyatt & Danika 
Harper June 6, 2026

to celebrate new members  — 
Our June congregational BBQ celebrated our 
new members. This New Member Sunday is 
held twice a year, December and June, for all 
who have joined in the preceding six months. 

The dates were picked to coincide with the 
usual June BBQ and Christmas social so we 
have a chance to celebrate them. In June Bob 
Hawriliuk, Spencer Cornelson, Jake Lehnert, 
Jesse Salen, Olivia Vickzo, Karen Friesen,  
Darcy Pearce, Regan, Charity, Trinity & 
Augustine Schmidt, Nate, Danae & Juliana 
Christian were welcomed.

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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for baptisms  — On June 21, 2026, Juliana 
Christian (below right), daughter of Nate and Danae 
Christian, was baptized. Sponsors were Elton & 
Sandy Harper.

On June 28, 2026, Molly Kruining, daughter of Justin 
& Danica Kruining was baptized. (a photo was not 
available)

On August 23, 2026, Houston Brooks Neuberger 
(below left), son of Johnathan & Chelsea Neuberger, 
was baptized. Sponsors were Les & Marion Hollinger.

We are also glad to welcome new member, Raul 
Rzayev,  to St. Paul’s. Raul became a member 
through Holy Baptism a few weeks ago and was 
recently accepted as a communicant member through 
confirmation. 

Please take some time to 
introduce yourselves to our new 
members when you see them. 
Welcome to our church family.

and a bit more — You might say 
old and new came together regarding two of 
the baptisms. 

Houston Neuberger’s sponsors, Les and 
Marion Hollinger are long-time members at 
St. Paul’s. Les transferred his membership 
here in 1958. And Marion joined through 
adult confirmation in 1962. Both have served 
many roles in the congregation. In addition, 
Houston’s grandmother, Connie (Hollinger) 
Neuberger was baptized, confirmed and 
married at St. Paul’s. His father was also 
baptized and confirmed here.

On the other end of the scale are Juliana 
and her parents who are new members of the 
congregation this year. We very much enjoy 
Nate’s music and know the family will add 
much to the congregation in coming years.

As newsletter 
editor I took the 
liberty of adding a 
second picture.

Marion

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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STEWARDSHIP

THE SMALL CATECHISM — HANDBOOK OF THE BIBLE
The greatest gift that Martin Luther gave to us 

was his Small Catechism. The word “enchiridion” 
is part of the original title of this work. This is the 
Greek word for “handbook.” The Small Catechism is 
a handbook of the Bible. All the basic knowledge that 
a Christian needs to understand the faith and live a 
godly life has been taken from the Bible and distilled 
into this beautiful little book of Christian piety. 

Luther starts with the Ten Commandments. 
The First Commandment:
You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust 
in God above all things. (SC I)

We have a God above us. He is the Lord God and we 
are not. He is Almighty and in control. He is righteous 
and good. And therefore, we should fear Him. 

This God is also our heavenly Father. He wants 
us to be saved. He does not want us to suffer His just 
wrath. He has provided salvation for us in His Son, 
Jesus Christ. And therefore, we should love Him. 

Our heavenly Father will never leave us nor 
forsake us. He has promised as much — and the Bible 
shows us that He always keeps His promises. So, we 
should trust Him. 

In the Large Catechism, Luther explains how 
money and possessions form one of the greatest 
temptations against the First Commandment:

This I must unfold somewhat more plainly, that 
it may be understood and perceived by ordinary 
examples of the contrary. Many a one thinks that he 
has God and everything in abundance when he has 
money and possessions; he trusts in them and boasts 
of them with such firmness and assurance as to care 
for no one. Lo, such a man also has a god, Mammon 
by name, i.e., money and possessions, on which he 
sets all his heart, and which is also the most common 
idol on earth. He who has money and possessions 
feels secure, and is joyful and undismayed as though 
he were sitting in the midst of Paradise. On the other 
hand, he who has none doubts and is despondent, as 
though he knew of no God. For very few are to be 
found who are of good cheer, and who neither mourn 
nor complain if they have not Mammon. This [care 
and desire for money] sticks and clings to our nature, 

even to the grave. (LC I 5–9) 
These words of Dr. Luther should call us to 

repentance; sometimes, we live and act like we don’t 
have a Father in heaven. We seek our comfort and 
peace outside of His gracious promises. But we do 
have a Father in heaven. He does love us. All His 
promises are true. And the Lord will surely provide. 
If that is our belief, then our outward lives will reflect 
this belief in our acts of generosity and mercy. We 
will see money and possessions not as gods but rather 
as tools for doing God’s work.

Here at St. Paul’s, the Board of Stewardship will 
soon begin the work of planning and preparing our 
2027 operating budget. We will be providing boards 
with the budget spreadsheets in the next couple of 
weeks so they can have their budget discussions 
in October. We pray that prayerful thought and 
discussion will take place so that a budget proposal 
for next year can be presented to the voters in late fall.

God’s Peace and Blessings always
Board of Stewardship 

CELEBRATE A BAPTISM BIRTHDAY

•	 Mark baptism birthdays on your calendar.
•	 Send a card or a gift to the person celebrating their 

baptism birthday.
•	 Have a special meal or treat.
•	 Light a baptismal candle.
•	 Sing a baptism song, such as “God’s Own Child, I’ll 

Gladly Say It” (LLSB 594)
•	 Go swimming.
•	 Pray the “Anniversary of a Baptism” prayer on page 

310 of the Lutheran Service Book.
•	 Read through the baptismal promises on page 270 of 

the Lutheran Service Book.
•	 Read through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism in 

Luther’s Small Catechism.
•	 Look through baptismal mementos (certificate, 

pictures, banner, etc.).

From “Celebrating Your New Life in Christ,” Tapestry, 
Fall 2026 by Samantha Neeb, Associate Director 
Family Services, Lutheran Church–Canada.

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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Pastor Keith and I, along with 
more than 400 clergy and lay 
delegates, gathered for Lutheran 
Church–Canada’s 13th Synodical 
Convention, held June 12–15 in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. Meeting 
under the theme “Together One,” 
based on Ephesians 4:4–6, we 
assembled to conduct church 
business, worship together, and 
strengthen our confessional 
identity. The location held 
deep historical significance, as 
Winnipeg was the site of LCC’s 
founding convention in 1988.

Among the most anticipated 
items of business was the 
transition in synodical leadership 
following the announcement 
by President Rev. Dr. Timothy 
Teuscher in 2025 that he would 
not seek re-election. Rev. David 
Haberstock, formerly the Central 
Regional Pastor, was elected as the 
new Synod President. Rev. Giese 
was elected Vice-President, and 
Rev. Arron Gust was elected as 
the new Central Regional Pastor. 
Rev. Bublitz was re-elected as 
East Regional Pastor, while Rev. 
Michael Schutz was elected to 
succeed Rev. Robert Mohns as 
West Regional Pastor.

The convention unanimously 
voted to enter into altar and pulpit 
fellowship with the Lutheran 
Church in the Philippines (LCP) 
and Lutheran Mission–Australia 
(LMA), both of whose presidents 
were present at the convention. 
Conversely, the church formally 
recognized a loss of fellowship 
with the Lutheran Church of 
Australia and New Zealand 
(LCANZ) following that church 
body’s 2024 decision to ordain 

TOGETHER ONE — Lutheran Church–Canada in convention

women into the pastoral office. 
The assembly was also greeted 
by several guests, including Rev. 
Dr. Chad Kendall of Concordia 
University Chicago, which 
has become Lutheran Church–
Canada’s university of choice, and 
Rev. Matthew Harrison, President 
of the Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod.

Within Canada, we welcomed 
St. Matthew’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Cornwall, 
Ontario, into synod. The delegates 
also passed resolutions to establish 
a permanent National Youth 
Gathering Committee, create an 
archives committee to replace the 
former committee at Concordia 
University Edmonton, initiate 
a study on the use of the term 
“bishop” within Lutheran Church–
Canada, and begin planning for 
the commemoration of the 500th 
anniversary of the Augsburg 
Confession in 2030. On social 
matters, the convention strongly 
reaffirmed Lutheran Church–
Canada’s position on life issues 
by passing a resolution opposing 
Medical Assistance in Dying 
(MAID).

The convention was a 
wonderful time of fellowship 

ADDITIONAL NOTES 
• For more details regarding 

the LCC convention, check out 
the July/August edition of The 
Canadian Lutheran.

• At convention Pastor 
Keith was elected to the 
Commission on Adjudication. 
Denise Timm was elected to 
represent the Saskatoon Circuit 
on the Regional Mission and 
Ministry Council for Central 
Region.

• Since the convention 
Jacob Kitsch has accepted 
a position in Winnipeg with 
Lutheran Church–Canada.

with pastors and laypeople 
from across the synod. It is a 
blessing to represent St. Paul’s at 
convention and to participate in 
large gathering of Lutherans from 
across Canada.

Jacob Kitsch, Delegate, 
Saskatoon Circuit

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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Hi Kids!

The Summer season is soon 
over and it’s time to go back to 
school.  In the church year, we 
are still in the Pentecost season, 
where we are remembering 
how Jesus’ followers spread 
the Gospel to the world.  They 
also explained how we are, as 
Christians, by retelling the 
parables and stories that Jesus 
told them.

For the first two weeks in 
September, we look at Matthew 
18:1–35.  Jesus teaches us that 
in God’s kingdom we do not need 
to try to be the most important. 
Jesus wants us to be humble and 
trust Him like little children. 
He reminds us that every child 
and every believer is precious 
to Him. When someone wanders 
away from God, Jesus is like a 
loving shepherd who goes looking 
for His lost sheep. Jesus also 
teaches us to be kind, to help 
others come back to Him, and 
to forgive one another. Because 
Jesus has forgiven all our sins, 
He helps us forgive others too. 
Jesus loves us, forgives us, 
brings us back when we are 
lost and teaches us to forgive 
others.  We do not earn God’s 
love by being the greatest, the 
strongest, or the best.  God 
loves us because of Jesus. Jesus 
died on the cross and rose again 

EDUCATION
KIDS CORNER 
GROWING HEARTS OF FAITH 
One Lord, One faith, One baptism (Ephesians 4:5)

to forgive us, find us when we 
wander, and bring us into His 
family, the Church.

During the third week of 
September, the pastor will 
read Matthew 20:1-16.  Jesus 
tells a story about workers in a 
vineyard. Some workers worked 
all day, and some worked only a 
short time, but the landowner 
gave them all the same pay. 
The workers who worked longer 
thought this was not fair, but 
the landowner was being kind 
and generous. Jesus teaches us 
that God’s love and forgiveness 
are not things we earn by 
working harder or being better 
than others. We remember that 
we are saved by God’s grace 
through faith in Jesus, not by 
our own works. God gives His 
gifts freely because Jesus died 
and rose again for us. God is 
generous and His grace is a 
gift.

On Sunday September 27, we 
find out what Matthew 21:23-
27 says.  In these passages, 
some church leaders ask Jesus 
who gave Him the right to 
teach and do miracles. They are 
not asking because they want 
to learn; they are trying to 
challenge Him. Jesus answers 
with a question about John the 
Baptist, and the leaders do not 

want to answer honestly. Jesus 
shows that He knows their 
hearts. This reminds us that 
Jesus is God’s Son, so we can 
trust what He says. We do not 
need to argue with Jesus or try 
to be smarter than Him. We 
listen to His Word because He 
is our Lord and Saviour and 
Creator, and He teaches us the 
truth.  

Prayer: Dear God, thank You for 
loving us, forgiving our sins, and 
bringing us back when we wander 
away. Help us to be humble, to 
trust Your Word, to forgive 
others, and to remember that 
Your grace is a free gift. Teach 
us to listen to You because You 
are always truthful.  Keep us in 
Your loving care as we go back 
to school.  In Jesus’ name we 
pray, Amen.

Remember to check lll.ca for the 
most current activity pages.  If 
you don’t want to do that, there 
are ones from a previous year 
included with this article, online 
or printed out at church for you!

Sunday School, one class 
every month, will be starting 
in October sometime after 
Thanksgiving.

In Jesus’ love,
Denise Timm
For the Board of Christian 
Education and Youth

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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