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Colossians 1:15-20 
Remember to begin your study early in the week so that you have time to really think (and keep 
thinking) about the passage without being rushed. 

v Day 1 
Read Colossians 1:15-20. 
For these lessons, the sermon text is provided in a format that visually helps display the structure of the paragraph or 
section of text. The main verbs are underlined. Commands are double-underlined. Generally, the main indicative clauses 
remain to the left, and the other clauses are either directly underneath when they have equal priority to what comes 
before, or are tabbed to the right when the clause supports, develops, or draws a conclusion from a neighboring clause.  

 
15 He is the image of the invisible God,  
    the firstborn of all creation. 
 
 16 For by Him  
all things were created,  
 both in the heavens and on earth,  
    visible and invisible,  
        whether thrones or dominions  
    or rulers or authorities –  
all things have been created through Him and for Him. 
 
17 He is before all things,  
and in Him all things hold together. 
 
18 He is also head of the body, the church;  
and He is the beginning,  
  the firstborn from the dead,  
  so that  
He Himself will come to have first place in everything. 
 
 19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure  
   for all the fullness to dwell in Him,  
  20   and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself,  
         having made peace through the blood of His cross;  
    through Him, I say,  
            whether things on earth or things in heaven. 
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1. What contrasts or parallels do you notice between verses 15-17 and verses 18-20? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. In what ways does Paul describe or portray Christ in this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How do the descriptions of Christ relate to creation and reconciliation? 
 
 
 
 

4. What repeated words or phrases stand out, and what might their reptition suggest? 
 
 
 
 
 

5. According to verse 15, how is Christ described in relation to God and to creation? 
 

 
 
 
 

6. What does the phrase “by Him all things were created” in verse 16 reveal about Christ’s role in 
creation? 

 
 
 
 
 

7. How many distinct realms or categories of created things are listed in verse 16? 
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v Day 2 
Read Colossians 1:15-20 again. 
 

8. In verse 17, what two statements are made about Christ’s relationship to “all things”? 
 
 
 
 
 

9. What does “in Him all things hold together” in verse 17 teach about Christ’s ongoing 
involvement with creation? 
 
 
 
 

10. According to verse 18, what two titles or roles does Christ hold in relation to the church and to 
resurrection? 
 
 
 
 
 

11. According to verse 19, what exactly dwells in Christ, and how completely? (ref. Colossians 2:9) 
 
 
 
 

12. In verse 20, what action does God carry out “through Him,” and what is the scope of that 
action? Compare with the wording in Philippians 2:10 as you formulate your answer. 
 
 
 

 
13. What means or instrument of reconcilitation is specified in verse 20? 

 
 
 
 
 

14. How does the phrase “having made peace through the blood of His cross” describe the means 
of reconciliation? 
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v Day 3 
 
Read Colossians 1:15-20 again. 
 

15. What does it mean that Christ is “the image of the invisible God” in verse 15, and how does 
this differ from humans being made in God’s image (Genesis 1:26-27)? 

 
 
 
 
 

16. What theological implications follow from the claim that “all things have been created 
through Him and for Him” in verse 16? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

17. In verse 17, what does it mean that Christ is “before all things”? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
18. How does the purpose statement “so that He Himself will come to have first place in 

everything” in verse  18 summarize the passage’s theme? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

19. How does the phrase “it was the Father’s good pleasure” in verse 19 help us understand the 
relationship between the Father and the Son in the incarnation and atonement? 
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20. What is the relationship between “making peace” and “the blood of His cross” in verse 20? 
 
 
 
 
 

21. In what ways does this passage show that the meaning of Christmas cannot be separated from 
the cross? 

 
 
 
 

22. How does this passage encourage a ‘high’ view of Christ during the Advent season and 
beyond? 

 
 
 
 

23. What practical steps could you take this Advent season to live more consciously “for Him”, 
rather than for yourself or for human approval? 

 
 
 
 
 

24. How can you use this passage to explain to a non-believer at Christmas time who Jesus really 
is and why His birth matters? 

 
 
 
 

25. Looking ahead beyond Christmas, how can the vision of Christ in this passage shape your 
expectations for His second advent (return)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In preparation for Sunday, pray that we see Christ as supreme over creation and His church, the one 
who holds all things together and reconciles all things through His cross, and to prepare our hearts to 
place Him first in everything and to live for Him this Advent season.  


