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Proverbs 31:10-31
Remember to begin your study early in the week so that you have time to really think (and keep thinking) about the passage without being rushed.
· Day 1
Read Proverbs 31:10-31.
For these lessons, the sermon text is provided in a format that visually helps display the structure of the paragraph or section of text. The main verbs are underlined. Commands are double-underlined. Generally, the main indicative clauses remain to the left, and the other clauses are either directly underneath when they have equal priority to what comes before, or are tabbed to the right when the clause supports, develops, or draws a conclusion from a neighboring clause. 

10 An excellent wife, who can find her?
				For her worth is far above jewels.
		11 The heart of her husband trusts in her,
				And he will have no lack of gain.
		12 She does him good and not evil
				All the days of her life.
		13 She looks for wool 
						and linen,
						And works with her hands 
								in delight.
		14 She is like merchant ships;
				She brings her food from afar.
				15 And she rises while it is still night
				And gives food to her household,
				And portions to her attendants.
		16 She considers a field 
					and buys it;
					From her earnings she plants a vineyard.
		17 She surrounds her waist with strength
					And makes her arms strong.
		18 She senses that her profit is good;
		Her lamp does not go out at night.
		19 She stretches out her hands to the distaff,
					And her hands grasp the spindle.
		20 She extends her hand to the poor,
					And she stretches out her hands to the needy.
		21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household,
				For all her household are clothed with scarlet.
		22 She makes coverings for herself;
				Her clothing is fine linen and purple.
		23 Her husband is known in the gates,
				When he sits among the elders of the land.
		24 She makes linen garments and sells them,
				And supplies belts to the tradesmen.
		25 Strength and dignity are her clothing,
				And she smiles at the future.
		26 She opens her mouth in wisdom,
				And the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.
		27 She watches over the activities of her household,
					And does not eat the bread of idleness.
		28 Her children rise up and bless her;
		Her husband also, and he praises her, saying:
				29 “Many daughters have done nobly,
							But you excel them all.”
		30 Charm is deceitful 
				and beauty is vain,
		But a woman who fears the Lord, 
							she shall be praised.
		31 Give her the product of her hands,
			And let her works praise her in the gates.

1. What is the goal of this passage?





2. What does verse 1 express about an excellent wife?







3. Count how many total statements are made about this excellent wife?







4. Describe how she relates to her husband.







5. List the things she obtains for her family.





6. What does verse 17 tell us about her physical strengthen?





7. List all of the parties helped by this remarkable woman.







· Day 2
Read Proverbs 31:10-31 again.

8. List her entrepreneurial exploits.





9. How does this woman relate to the future?





10. In what ways is charm deceitful and is beauty vain?






11. The gates are referenced twice in this passage, what is the importance of the gates in this time period? 






12. What is her family clothed with and why is it impressive?





13. What does it mean to eat the bread of idleness?






· Day 3
Read Proverbs 31:10-31 again.

14. In spite of all of the thing’s listed in this passage, what quality is held up as ultimate?








15. How do her husband and children respond to her in verses 28-29?










16. Who is a woman in your life that exemplifies the woman in this passage? 






17. In what ways would this woman be counter cultural today, especially as portrayed in modern media?





18. What does it mean that she opens her mouth in wisdom and kindness is on her tongue? 






In preparation for Sunday, pray that the women of Summit Woods would exemplify Proverbs 31. Pray that they would be clothed in dignity and grace. Pray that they would fear the Lord. 
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