Summit Woods Baptist Church
Sermon Study Equipping Class
Revelation 17:1-6
Remember to begin your study early in the week so that you have time to really think (and keep thinking) about the passage without being rushed.
· Day 1
Read Revelation 17:1-6. 
For these lessons, the sermon text is provided in a format that visually helps display the structure of the paragraph or section of text. The main verbs are underlined. Commands are double-underlined. Generally, the main indicative clauses remain to the left, and the other clauses are either directly underneath when they have equal priority to what comes before or are tabbed to the right when the clause supports, develops, or draws a conclusion from a neighboring clause. 

1a Then one of the seven angels 
who had the seven bowls 
came and spoke with me, saying, 
1b “Come here, 
1c I will show you the judgment 
of the great harlot 
who sits on many waters,
2a with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of immorality, 
2b and those who dwell on the earth were made drunk 
with the wine of her immorality.”
3a And he carried me away 
in the Spirit into a wilderness; 
3b and I saw a woman 
sitting on a scarlet beast, 
full of blasphemous names, 
having seven heads and ten horns.
4a The woman 
was clothed in purple and scarlet, 
and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, 
having in her hand a gold cup 
full of abominations 
and of the unclean things of her immorality,
5a and on her forehead a name was written, 
a mystery, 
“BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”
6a And I saw the woman drunk 
with the blood of the saints, 
and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus. 
6b When I saw her, I wondered greatly.


 	



1. Briefly summarize the prior context of the entire chapter of Revelation 16 in 2-3 sentences. 








2. Which of the seven angels is this?  Use the immediate and surrounding context to explain your answer. 






3. Who is the “me” in Revelation 17:1?  Support your answer from Scripture. 





4. Based on Revelation 17:1, what does the angel intend to do?   Refer back to Revelation 16 to help explain. 







5. Examine Revelation 21:9 and compare it with Revelation 17:1-2. List the similarities and differences between the two differences.  How does this help us understand who the woman is in Revelation 17? 












6. What does it mean she sits on many waters?  Some texts include a footnote to Jeremiah 51:13. Read all of Jeremiah 51.  Who or what was the prophecy of Jeremiah 51 directed at?   Where was the city located that Jeremiah spoke of?  





7. Who is included in the engagement of immorality with the great harlot in verse 2?  Who is not included? 




· Day 2
Read Revelation 17:1-6 again.


8. Where else in Revelation is the phrase “to be carried away in the Spirit”?  What is the Apostle John describing when he is carried away in the Spirit?  






9. Who is the beast the woman is sitting upon?  Where else do we see this beast in Revelation? 





10. List the descriptions of the beast.  Can you find other descriptions of the beast in Revelation and find any differences or similarities? 





11. What is the beast full of?  What kind of a relationship with God and Jesus Christ would this indicate? 









12. List the adornments of the woman found in verse 4. 





13. What is the woman’s golden cup full of?  What kind of a relationship with God and Jesus Christ would this indicate? 







14. What similarities are there with the beast and the woman in their descriptions?   What is the relationship between the woman and the beast as found in these verses? 






· Day 3
Read Revelation 17:1-6 again.

15. Looking at verse 5, where else in Revelation can we find the world mystery?  List all the references you find.   What is revealed in verse 7 to help gain clarity about how this word is used in verse 5? 







16. Look up all the uses of “Babylon” in Revelation.  Then look for references across both Old and New Testaments.  Review some of these references in their context.  Where is the first reference to the name of this city?  







17. When is another major time in Scripture where Babylon has a primary presence?  What could you say about “Babylon” in terms of its relationship with God throughout the entire biblical narrative? 




18. In verse 6, what is the desire of the woman that appears to give her pleasure? 





19. Compare and contrast the two people groups described whom the woman is drunk with their blood. 






20. Why would the Apostle John wonder greatly at this vision?  Looking at verse 7, list some reasons why he might wonder at this vision. 





21. Summarize these verses in 21 words or less. 






In preparation for Sunday, pray Lord Jesus, come quickly.  As this scene is set, let us cast our anxieties on the Lord and count it all enjoy when we are hated by the world for imaging and proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  
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