Summit Woods Baptist Church
Sermon Study Equipping Class
Isaiah 11:1-9
Remember to begin your study early in the week so that you have time to really think (and keep thinking) about the passage without being rushed.
· Day 1
Read Isaiah 11:1-9.
For these lessons, the sermon text is provided in a format that visually helps display the structure of the paragraph or section of text. The main verbs are underlined. Commands are double-underlined. Generally, the main indicative clauses remain to the left, and the other clauses are either directly underneath when they have equal priority to what comes before, or are tabbed to the right when the clause supports, develops, or draws a conclusion from a neighboring clause. 

Then
a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse,
And a branch from his roots will bear fruit.
2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him,
The spirit of wisdom and understanding,
The spirit of counsel and strength,
The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3 And 
He will delight in the fear of the Lord,
And He will not judge by what His eyes see,
Nor make a decision by what His ears hear;
4 But with righteousness He will judge the poor,
And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth;
And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth,
And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.
5 Also 
righteousness will be the belt about His loins,
And faithfulness the belt about His waist.
6 And 
the wolf will dwell with the lamb,
And the leopard will lie down with the young goat,
And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together;
And a little boy will lead them.
7 Also the cow and the bear will graze,
Their young will lie down together,
And the lion will eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra,
And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain,
For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
As the waters cover the sea.

1. After reading the passage aloud, and before diagramming/structuring the passage or reviewing the diagram, attempt to summarize the main events/sections as best as you can from memory. Once you’ve tried it from memory, go back and check. What did you miss? What did you get right? What details stood out to you as primary and noteworthy?
 






2. The first word of Isaiah 11:1 is “then”. What does this relate to? 









3. Should Isaiah 11:1-9 be understood literally or figuratively? Why?
 



4. How does the context and flow of Isaiah 11:1-9 compare to Revelation 20:1-6?




5. Compare Isaiah 11:1-9 and Revelation 20:1-6. What are shared themes in both? What is different?




6. Compare Isaiah 11:1 and Revelation 20:4-6.  How do both texts speak to the reign of Christ?

· Day 2
Read Isaiah 11:1-9 again.

7. Revelation 20:4-6 asserts that the resurrected saints will reign with Christ. How do we reconcile the understanding of the Messiah’s righteous judgment in Isaiah 11:3-4  with the fact that the saints are reigning?





8. Isaiah 11:1-9 focuses on the qualitative transformation of the world through the Messiah’s righteous rule; while Revelation 20:1-6 focuses only on the reality of Christ’s rule. Working from the text, how can we be sure that the period of bliss prophesied in Isaiah 11 correlates to Revelation 20?





9. Working from the text, how would you address an objection that Isaiah’s descriptions of universal peace and knowledge are inconsistent with Revelation’s description of a limited timeframe (a thousand years) during which Christ reigns with His saints?





10. Review the flow of Isaiah 11:1-9. What are the natural sections of the text, and how do they relate?






11. Isaiah 11:9 states that the earth will be “full of the knowledge of the LORD”. How does this global extent of the knowledge of God fit with Revelation 20:4–6, which emphasizes the reign of the resurrected saints?







12. Isaiah 11:4 proclaims that “He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked”. How is this prophecy echoed/fulfilled in the context of the Book of Revelation?







13. Isaiah 11 does not contain any references to resurrection, while Revelation 20:4–6 highlights the first resurrection. Is this an internal inconsistency in these prophetic visions? Why or why not?



· Day 3
Read Isaiah 11:1-9 again.

14. Isaiah 11 describes a harmonious order extending throughout creation, and justice for the poor and afflicted, while Revelation 20 focuses on the rule of Christ and that of his saints over the nations. What do these emphases tell us about Christ’s reign? 




15. Why is it important that the reality of, and details regarding the Millennium, are known to us?




16. How does each text define the primary threat to God’s creation? What is a shared conclusion both texts speak to regarding the primary threat to God’s creation?




17. How does Isaiah 11:1-9 relate to the Gospel?




18. How should Isaiah 11:1-9 encourage us to live in a state of settled joy/blessedness and cause us to act in the present?




19. Summarize Isaiah 11:1-9 in 21 words or less.


Page 2 of 2
