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This month’s theme is Pentecost, a season that may seem very long and, 

well, quite ordinary. 

Anyone who has planted seeds knows the waiting and wondering can be the 

toughest time. Is anything happening? Will this be “worth” the work, the 

daily monotony of watering, weeding, watching? 

It may feel the same as we show up to complete the ordinary tasks of church 

life: printing bulletins, replacing microphone batteries, scrubbing toilets, 

vacuuming classrooms, posting another weekly service invite on social media, 

weeding the flower bed, and many more unseen tasks. You may find yourself 

thinking: “Does it mean anything? Is this really doing anything for the church 

or community?”

But isn’t this what God does: works through ordinary things? We may not see or 

“feel” the growth or change, but it is happening. He is growing us through His 

Word, in our devotions at home and in the services and studies at church. Then 

as we go about these plain, simple tasks, yes, He is even present there too. 

Have you had a chance to check out the seminary’s podcast yet? Their 

March episode on “Measuring Success in Church Mission Plants” dovetails 

nicely with this idea of growth in the ordinary days. I was so encouraged by 

their comments on how God is working through “one person at a time, one 

moment at a time.” (If you haven’t listened yet, you can find it on YouTube 

or any podcast app; search for “The End of Christianity as We Know It” from 

American Lutheran Theological Seminary.)

So, while this season of the church year may seem long, or we may not see 

big, amazing things happening in our church or life, we can rest in knowing 

God is faithful and present in every moment.  

The articles in this edition remind us of the ways God is working: calming 

our doubts with His peace, equipping us to fight against the devil’s schemes, 

or guiding us as we contemplate job choices. I pray you are blessed and 

comforted with these reminders. 

God’s peace be with you,  
 
 
 
 
Gretchen Baker 
The Editor
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By Rev. Dr. Cary G. Larson

Lately, the focus of The Evangel has been on the liturgical calendar. 
These church seasons are not just about looking back but are a Spirit-
led pattern that shapes us, week by week and year by year, into the 
likeness of the crucified and risen Christ Jesus. Among all the seasons 
that guide this sacred rhythm, none lasts longer, and yet more easily 
overlooked than the Season of Pentecost. For AALC congregations 
that value historic Lutheran worship and confessional faithfulness, 
this season deserves careful attention and fresh appreciation.

Pentecost, the fiftieth day after Easter, is often called the birthday of 
the Church. On this day, the Holy Spirit comes to the disciples with 
wind and fire, and Peter boldly declares what the Law and prophets had 
always pointed to: Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified and raised, is 
both Lord and Christ of all. St. Luke tells us that three thousand people 
were baptized that day (Acts 2:41). The Church begins, not as a human 
organization, but as the body of Christ brought to life by God’s Spirit. 
This moment is central to the whole season.

After Pentecost Sunday, the church enters the Season of Pentecost, 
which lasts until the end of November and the final Sundays of 
the church year. This period is sometimes called “Ordinary Time.” 
During these weeks, the altar, pulpit, and lectern are usually 
decorated in green, a color that stands for growth, life, and steady 
faithfulness. There are no major feasts or dramatic events in this 
season. Instead, it reflects the Church’s everyday life, which holds 
deep theological meaning.

The Season of Pentecost shows the Church how to live as the bride 
of Christ. While Advent brings longing, Christmas brings wonder, 
Lent brings repentance, and Easter brings joy, Pentecost focuses 
on something lasting: discipleship. Throughout this season, the 
Scriptures are presented in order, the full counsel of God is preached, 
and the congregation is called to the steady work of growing in the 
true faith. The Lutheran confessions teach that the preached Word is 
the main way the Holy Spirit creates and keeps faith alive. Pentecost 
gives pastors the chance to guide the church through the Gospels, 
Epistles, and Old Testament with theological depth and pastoral care.

For AALC pastors, Pentecost offers a unique chance for preaching. 
The lectionary readings during this season guide the congregation 
through the parables of the Kingdom, the Sermon on the Mount, the 
missionary teachings of the Gospels, and Paul’s important letters. 
Each Sunday gives pastors a chance to teach, comfort, encourage, 
and proclaim. Those who worship throughout Pentecost experience 
a wide range of biblical teaching. 

It is easy to focus on the dramatic moments of Christmas and Easter 

and simply get through the quieter Sundays of summer and autumn. 
But maybe we should reconsider how we view this season and its role 
in our Christian lives. Our faith does not mature on the mountaintop, 
but in the valley, through the steady rhythm of prayers, sermons, 
sacraments, and hymns that fill our daily lives. Pentecost is where 
this steady growth happens, and it is sacred.

Congregations and families can make this season more meaningful 
with practical observances. Simple acts like keeping a green cloth 
in the home worship space, lighting a green candle at dinner, or 
choosing hymns and Scripture readings focused on the life of the 
Spirit are easy ways to mark Pentecost. For example, families might 
sing traditional hymns such as “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord,” 
“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart,” or “O Day Full of Grace.” 
Scripture readings that emphasize the Holy Spirit’s presence and 
work include Acts 2:1-21, Galatians 5:22-25, and John 14:15-27. 
Praying together as a family can include asking God for the fruit of 
the Spirit to grow in each person. 

Congregational traditions might include planting a tree or garden 
as a symbol of spiritual growth, hosting midweek study groups 
on the fruit of the Spirit, or adopting a new ministry project each 
summer. Offering prayers for growth and faithfulness, reading 
the lectionary texts together or reading Luther’s Small and Large 
Catechism on the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed as a family 
can help connect the rhythms of church life with daily Christian 
practice. Such small habits invite us to notice God’s steady work 
during these “ordinary” weeks.

As Pentecost ends in late November, the church year shifts our 
focus to the last things: Christ’s return, the resurrection, the final 
judgment, and the fulfillment of all things. The Church does not drift 
through these weeks but moves with purpose toward a clear goal. We 
are people of “the Way” (Acts 9:2, 19:9, 19:23, 22:4, and 24:14), led 
by the same Holy Spirit given at Pentecost, moving through ordinary 
days toward the extraordinary day when Christ Jesus returns.

Honoring the Season of Pentecost means valuing the ordinary ways 
God gives us grace. We trust that the Holy Spirit works through 
Word and Sacrament, even when there are no special celebrations. 
We believe, along with Luther and the Lutheran tradition, that 
Christ comes to us in bread, wine, water, and preaching every week 
during the long weeks of summer and autumn. This is enough. 
In fact, it is more than enough. It is the very life of the Church in 
Christ Jesus. Amen.�
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The Rev. Dr. Cary G. Larson serves The AALC as Presiding Pastor.

The Season of Pentecost:  
The Church’s Long Walk in the Spirit



You and I are not alone. The Triune God is with us. The Father sent the Son. The Son 

loved the Father and kept His Word. And the Father has sent us the Holy Spirit in the 

name of this perfectly loyal Son. This He has done for His Church, for you and me. 

It would have been gracious had God merely gotten us to the starting block to begin 

the race. After all, we don’t even deserve His help, let alone His complete rescue. But 

had He only gotten us to the start, patted us on the back with His holy right hand, 

and wished us the best, even offering to help us along the way should we need a 

“push,” no one would make it to the finish line. Faith itself is in vain without the life-

giving power in Christ’s resurrection. No one holds fast the whole time. No one. That 

achievement belongs to Christ alone. And the Spirit who dwelt in and with Him was 

the means by which Christ achieved this in His Incarnation. So it is and will be with us.

By Rev. Antonio Romano

God’s Peace 
John 14:23-31



5  |   T H E  E V A N G E L  July/August 2026

Jesus constantly spoke to His disciples. He always told them the 
truth. Unfortunately, however, we are not only perpetually forgetful 
people, but we also carry this Old Adam in our bones who refuses 
to go quietly into the night. Our physiology works against us, but 
so does our fallen will. So, Jesus made promises to His disciples. 
“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 
name, He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance 
all that I have said to you” (John 14:26). 

Jesus had described what His true disciples were like in verses 23-
24: “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will 
love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 
Whoever does not love Me does not keep My words. And the word 
that you hear is not Mine but the Father’s Who sent me.” At this, 
the disciples likely thought they were obligated to keep His Word. 
It was only if they did this, in fact, that the Father and Son would 
come and make Their home with them. Did they love Jesus enough 
to keep His Word? What if they forgot something, some particular 
detail that would “really” show how much they loved Him? Would 
they be left without a home if they didn’t remember everything, let 
alone keep every word? How could the church Jesus was building 
ever take off if these men didn’t get everything right? 

Doubt always lingers. There’s always a corner in the heart where it 
festers. It is not only natural but spiritual. How do we know today 
that we have all the information we need in order to endure? How 
can we be sure what we do have is reliable? 

So, Jesus makes promises. Here, He promises His disciples not only 
that He is giving them the Word of God while He is with them, but 
that the Father who sent Him will soon send the Holy Spirit to 
counteract all that would stand in the way of their retention. The 
Spirit is the “helping presence of God” indeed.1 The Holy Spirit will 
enable them to not only grasp the significance of Jesus’ words but 
will teach them what it meant.2 They received the Word as spoken 
and have delivered that very word to us. The Spirit indeed “authors 
true doctrine and leads people to all truth.”3

Here is peace. For here is promise. So, “Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 14:27). We live by the Word 
to which the Holy Spirit whom the Father sent testifies. “You heard 
Me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved 
Me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the 
Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it takes place, 
so that when it does take place you may believe” (John 14:28-29). 

Jesus is mercifully calling out their lingering doubt while 
simultaneously assuring them of His Word. They would have all 
said they loved Him. And yet, here they are doubting. Apparently, 
He can see it on their faces. He knows they are still afraid and not 
yet rejoicing at this indescribably comforting promise. To “keep” 
His Word in this context is to believe it, to be assured it will come to 
pass. When Jesus finishes His work and ascends, God the Father is 
going to send them the Third Person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit, 
in the name of Jesus, to bring about and empower their complete 
remembrance of all Jesus says! The Son’s promise of peace is because 
of the coming Holy Spirit. This is how the Helper helps. He brings 
to remembrance the life-giving Word of our Savior, the Word that 
brings peace. This is the Father’s doing and will for Jesus’ disciples. 

This is the certainty of the Word we have and read and upon which 
we meditate. It is not what these men could remember or pull 
together. The Spirit carried these men along so that precisely 
what Jesus said is exactly what we read and hear. True, we did not 
receive this promise firsthand like the disciples. But every time we 
read or hear the Word of God, we benefit from this promise. 

This is not peace like the world gives (John 14:27b). This is God’s 
peace. Yes, the ruler of this world still roams like a roaring lion 
seeking to devour us. But no matter how loud or ferocious his roar, 
he cannot and will never drown out the voice of Jesus that comes to us 
in Word and Sacrament by the irrevocable power of the Holy Spirit.�

1 Swain, Scott R, and Andreas J Kostenberger, Father, Son and Spirit: The Trinity in John’s Gospel. (Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Academic, 2016), 96.  
2 Carson, D.A. The Gospel According to John. (Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press, 1991), 505.  
3 Hall, Fred Perry. The Lutheran Theology of the Holy Spirit. (Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2024), 291.

Jesus is mercifully calling out their 

lingering doubt while simultaneously 

assuring them of His Word.

The Rev. Antonio Romano serves as Associate Pastor of Ascension 
Lutheran Church, Ames, IA.



6  |   T H E  E V A N G E L  July/August 2026

Nakedness, chains, madness, the abyss, a herd of pigs, all in a 
cemetery setting immediately bring us to a strange dark place. 
Today’s lesson is one of the few texts where the Bible seems to 
overlap horror movies 2000 years later. A mixture of fear and 
fascination is the response. 

Consider the following while reading Luke 8:26-39. “A mugger 
does not lie in wait for armed men but for the defenseless.” The 
church father Ambrose came to this conclusion in his study of 
the text below: 

Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is 
opposite Galilee. When Jesus had stepped out on land, there 
met him a man from the city who had demons. For a long 
time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house 

but among the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out and 
fell down before him and said with a loud voice, “What have 
you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg 
you, do not torment me.” For he had commanded the unclean 
spirit to come out of the man. (For many a time it had seized 
him. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and 
shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by 
the demon into the desert.) Jesus then asked him, “What is 
your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons had 
entered him. And they begged him not to command them to 
depart into the abyss. Now a large herd of pigs was feeding 
there on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter 
these. So he gave them permission. Then the demons came 
out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed 
down the steep bank into the lake and drowned.

By Rev. Tylan Dalrymple

Open to What? 
Luke 8:26-39 
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The man possessed was obviously in great pain. He was quite 
literally a “tortured soul.” We should rightly ask the questions: 
“How did it come to this?” “Where did his story begin?” We are 
not given this information specifically. Yet, the name “legion” 
should cause us to think of war and the church militant. Consider 
what Paul wrote about spiritual battle and the armor of God:

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we 
do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole 
armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, 
having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, 
having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 
In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which 
you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and 
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God” (Eph 6:10-17).

“A mugger does not lie in wait for armed men but for the 
defenseless.” You don’t show up with a knife to a gunfight. 
Like the demon possessed man, we are naked without the armor 
of God. Constant sheltering will not help us. Reckless bravado 
is equally dangerous. Pentecostals see the problem, but their 
solution usually emphasizes the creature over the creator. 

We must “fight the good fight” and embrace the church militant. 
Our Lord never advocates sending unprepared soldiers into battle. 
He never told us to hide from the world either. He has said, “Train 
up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old, he will not 
depart from it” (Pro 22:6). This is a facet of the great commission 
we overlook. 

“Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Pet 
5:8). What would you do if you were visiting a zoo with a loose 
lion? What if your children were with you? Being armed and 
ready is important.  

The man amidst the tombs and a devouring lion have something 
in common. They are what comfortable Christians and many of 
those trained in by public institutions refuse to face. Take all the 
scary parts out of the Bible and you are left with a gradual descent 
into Hell. Souls who thought they were “generally good people” 
will find themselves nameless, possessed, and devoured. If this 
message is uncomfortable, take it up with the boss. 

We have been called to love our enemies. This does not mean we 
pretend everyone is our friend. Every lesson in the Bible about 

false teachers proves the point. Paul writes in his letter to the 
Galatian church, “Yet because of false brothers secretly brought 
in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ 
Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery—to them we did 
not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth 
of the gospel might be preserved for you”(Gal 2:4-5). Passive 
acceptance of lies is submission to possession. 

We are willing to pick low-hanging fruit when it comes to 
false teachers. Scripture points to the family as does Luther in 
the catechism. God’s Word is almost entirely absent in modern 
households. Teaching is left to people who openly deny our faith! 
John writes, 

I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but 
because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth. Who 
is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. No one who 
denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son 
has the Father also. Let what you heard from the beginning 
abide in you” (1 Jn 2:21-24, emphasis added).

Poor training leaves us exactly (I mean exactly) like the man 
walking among the tombs. Churches are filled with souls who have 
absolutely no self-control in any aspect of life. Slaves overcome 
by every inclination. Every itching temptation is scratched.  Jude 
writes, “But these people blaspheme all that they do not understand, 
and they are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals, 
understand instinctively.” (Jude 10, emphasis added).

The answer to the problem is specific. Look at the conclusion of 
the text in Luke 8: 

Then all the people of the surrounding country of the 
Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were 
seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 
The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he 
might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return 
to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” 
And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city 
how much Jesus had done for him [emphasis added]. 

What God gives us in His Word preached, taught, and inwardly 
digested is the power to do something otherwise impossible. It is 
what Peter writes after his warning about the lion: “Resist him, 
firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are 
being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. And 
after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, 
strengthen, and establish you. To Him be the dominion forever and 
ever. Amen” (1 Pet 5:9-11, emphasis added).�

	The Rev. Tylan Dalrymple serves Christ Lutheran Church of Chetek, 
Chetek, WI. 



What is your heading? In navigation (both nautical and aviation), this refers to the 

direction you are headed in. My son has enlisted in the U.S. Coast Guard, so his heading 

is about 1 degree North from Williamsburg (where we live) to Cape May, NJ, where the 

joys of boot camp await him (say a prayer for Hamilton).

Jesus was rejected in a Samaritan village because His heading was toward Jerusalem. 

“His face was set toward Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51).  He was not headed to Mount Gerizim, 

which the Samaritans regarded as the proper place of worship. What does it mean for 

His face to be set toward Jerusalem? In His case, Jesus was headed literally to Jerusalem. 

But we know that it means so much more than a geographical place. His face was set 

toward rejection. His face was set toward suffering, bleeding, dying, for your sins. His 

heading was toward the cross.

What follows that passage in Luke 9, where Jesus was rejected in a Samaritan village is 

a section with the heading in the ESV, “The Cost of Following Jesus.” Those who will 

follow Jesus will have no home, cannot bury their dead, and must leave quietly in the 

night without saying goodbye to their family. At least that would be a wooden reading 

of the text and a hyper-literal understanding of it. Many a time and oft have certain 

pious people scorned the efforts of the so-called bi-vocational pastor using this passage 

as their primary prooftext. “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit 

for the kingdom of God.” The wooden meaning of this text is that a pastor cannot be 

faithful and work a side job at the same time.

By Rev. Nigel Brown

What is Your Heading? 
John 14:23-31



Unfortunately, this myopic view of the text is rather missing the 
point that Jesus is making. What is your heading? That is the question 
that Jesus asks and that Luke invites the hearer of this gospel to 
answer. Is your face set toward the direction that God would lead 
you? Or is your face set in a direction that is not established by God? 
How do you know the difference? These are the questions that you 
faithful Christians must ponder and reflect upon.

Let’s start with: how do you know what direction you should be 
headed? If you answered, “by studying God’s Word,” move to the 
head of the class. Colossians 3:16 says: “Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in 
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God.” As you steep yourself in 
God’s Word, hearing Him speak to you day in and day out, week 
in and week out, you will dwell in that word and be equipped to 
“teach and admonish one another in all wisdom.” 

Should I take this job or that job? Should I live in this town or 
that town? Unless one option is directly contrary to the Scripture, 
God’s Word is not going to answer this question. You have 
Christian freedom. Whether you stock grocery shelves or deliver 
packages, your face is set toward God and His will when you 
carry out these vocations in love and service to your neighbor. In 
summary, the direction you should be headed is the direction in 
which you live out your Christian life, loving and serving those 
who God brings into your midst and calls you to love and serve. 
As Scripture says, walking in the good works that God prepared 
beforehand that you should walk in them (Eph 2:10). 

Is there a difference between the direction God would have me 
to take and the direction that I want to go? Perhaps and perhaps 
not. The Spirit convicts and guides you in the truth and does so 
through the Word of God. The new man, born from above, desires 
the things of God and moves in the direction set by God. The 
new man sets his face toward Jerusalem, toward self-giving and 
suffering. But the flesh is weak. The flesh sets your face toward 
ease and comfort in this earthly life. “Wretched man that I am! 
Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Rom 7:23-24). Yes, struggle is 
assured for all Christians on this side of eternity. The struggle 
is evidence of that new nature that God has given you in His 
Word and in His sacraments. The Christian cannot give into the 

carnal desires of the flesh without violating his conscience. In His 
mercy, God grants repentance to the Christian who sets his face 
away from Jerusalem and toward man’s ends. And so, the answer 
for Christians is to hear the Word, receive the Word, and pray that 
God the Holy Spirit will work through that Word to guide you in 
all truth and lead you in the direction that you should go. God is 
faithful and will answer your prayer!

Let’s return to the question I noted earlier which is a practical 
example of this discernment and outworking of the passage. Can 
a faithful pastor be bi-vocational? Many of you have just such 
a pastor. Can your pastor set his face toward Jerusalem and yet 
work another job? Fortunately, we have guidance from Scripture. 
The apostle Paul worked as a tentmaker (Acts 18) and even 
boasted in his efforts to support himself in instances where it 
supported the propagation of the Gospel (1 Thes 2 and 2 Thes 3). 
It is safe to say that Paul had his face set toward Jerusalem, even 
while he toiled in tentmaking for the sake of the Gospel.

The “cost of following Jesus” as the ESV heading titles it, is not to 
be understood in a wooden, hyper-literal manner. The message 
comes down to a couple key points. First, as a disciple of Jesus 
Christ, you shall set your face toward Jerusalem. That means 
hearing the Word of God and being shaped by it. That means 
struggling against the sinful flesh, rather than simply giving in. 
And that means seeing glory in the cross of Christ. God turned 
that cross (“cursed is anyone who hangs on a tree,” Gal 3:13) into 
a blessed instrument for your salvation. Christians know that He 
can bring good things from tragic circumstances. And so, we are 
prepared to put aside self, to suffer, if necessary, to set our face 
toward Jerusalem, trusting God Who is in control. “And we know 
that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose” (Rom 8:28). 

Secondly, we do not lose sight of the fact that Jesus did set his 
face toward Jerusalem. He did it for you and for me. He did it for 
the whole world. We will strive and yet will not meet perfection; 
we likely will fail miserably. But our hope is not found in our own 
righteousness (or lack thereof). Our hope is found in Christ Jesus. 
He went to Jerusalem, to the cross, and nailed our sin to it. He 
defeated death for you and for me! As we make that confession, 
our faces are set toward Jerusalem! �
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The Rev. Nigel Brown serves Hope Lutheran Church, Williamsburg, VA.

Whether you stock grocery shelves 

or deliver packages, your face is set 

toward God and His will when you 

carry out these vocations in love 

and service to your neighbor.
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From Your 
Seminary

You Can Help Form the Next Generation of Church Leaders

Across the United States—and even 
more dramatically across the globe—the 
Church is facing a growing need for 
well-trained, faithful pastors.

Many AALC congregations are praying 
for pastors. New mission plants 
need shepherds. The global south is 
experiencing explosive growth and 
urgently requests theological training. 
Second-career candidates are answering 
God’s call but require a seminary that 
can meet them where they are.

This is the moment for strong theological 
formation, and ALTS is uniquely 
positioned to meet the need.

Our online synchronous model makes 
premier, confessionally Lutheran 
theological education accessible to men 
and women across the world. Students 
who could never relocate to a traditional 
seminary can now receive rigorous, 
pastoral, and personal formation.

But the mission requires partners.

Your support enables:

•	 Affordable tuition, so future pastors and church workers are not burdened with 
debt

•	 Faithful faculty, committed to Scripture, the Lutheran Confessions, and pastoral 
mentorship

•	 Program expansion, reaching candidates in the global south and under-served 
regions

•	 Stronger congregations, sustained by well-trained shepherds

•	 The preparation of men who can plant new churches.

This is an investment with eternal impact.

Would you prayerfully consider supporting the work of ALTS today? You can support 
our seminary at this donor box link: https://donorbox.org/embed/sola-500?a=b.

You can also learn more about Sola 500 at:  
https://www.alts.edu/sola-500/.

Your generosity ensures that congregations are cared for, mission fields are reached, 
and the Gospel is preached with clarity for generations to come.

Together, we can raise up faithful workers for the harvest. Please know we at the 
seminary are praying for you. Please pray for us.�



11   |   T H E  E V A N G E L  July/August 2026

News

Submitted photo.

You Can Help Form the Next Generation of Church Leaders

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, organized in 
1868, is located in the small town of Pocahontas, MO. We 
are currently being served by LCMS Pastor Steven Theiss. 

Our mission statement is: “To Believe, To Grow, And to 
Go”. We love sharing our gifts supporting missions through 
a number of organizations. We have hosted rummage sales, 
free meals and free school supplies. 

However, we felt as if there was a need we weren’t filling. 
The ladies on our Mission Evangelism Committee discussed 
ways to bring our neighbors and friends to church to hear 
the message of Jesus Christ. We agreed that we all knew 
people in our community who didn’t go to church. A church 
supper was not going to get them to attend services. One 
member stated, “I think we need to get more personal!” 
This statement got the ball rolling. 

We decided personal invitations to neighbors and friends 
was the thing to do. We selected February 22, the first 
Sunday in Lent, as our special “Invite Your Neighbor 
Sunday” which included a meal, provided by the ladies of 
the church, to be served after worship to meet and greet 
visitors. We provided special invitations for church members 
to send and encouraged them to visit or call on neighbors 
and acquaintances, especially those we knew were not a 
member of a church. A flier in the church bulletin included 
another invitation, for Easter Sunday Service, breakfast and 
egg hunt. 

It was truly a blessing to welcome fourteen visitors to worship 
service and meal on February 22. This event is an inspiration 
to the members of St. John’s to continue sharing personal 
invitations to God’s house. It is so true that our mission field 
is just outside the church doors.�

 

St. John’s Celebrates “Invite Your Neighbor Sunday” 

Mary Koeberl Rechenberg is a member of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pocahontas, MO. 

By Mary Koeberl Rechenberg
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Glimpses of the annual Easter Festival hosted by the Women of 
L.I.F.E. at Light of Christ Lutheran Church, Williston, ND. The 
group also has an on-going soup ministry, where quarts of 

soup are kept in the church kitchen freezer and given to anyone 
who might have a need. Submitted photos. 

The Women of L.I.F.E. (WOL) of Light of Christ Lutheran Church, 
Williston, ND, has, for several years, held an Easter Festival the 
Saturday before Palm Sunday. It has become a tradition to invite 
children from preschool through sixth grade to spend time with 
us and hear the Easter story, do crafts that also tell the story, play 
games like dropping a clothes pin into a quart jar, go to a fishing 
pond for small trinkets and treats, toss a bean bag into a hole and 
pin the tail on the bunny. 

We furnish them with a snackable lunch and a drink then go on 
to a cake walk, and finish up with an egg hunt. We have averaged 
about 35-40 kids for the last few years, and these are not children 
from our congregation. We distribute fliers and share the invite 
on social media. We want as many children to learn the story of 
what Jesus did for each one of us to all who will hear!

With our church alternating with a sister church in The AALC, we 
had soup and sandwich suppers alternating Wednesdays during 
Lent, which was a wonderful time of fellowship, and allowed any 
soup left over to be added to our freezer for our soup ministry.

We have an on-going soup ministry, that is available year-round, 
where either members or friends of Light of Christ can get a quart 
of homemade soup that is kept in the church’s kitchen freezer. 
We invite anyone who is either homebound, or recovering from 
an illness, or really anyone in need, to take a quart of soup from 
our kitchen and enjoy a fulfilling meal. Our prayers are relayed in 
stickers on the containers that they find comfort and warmth in 
each bowl of soup.

These are some of the activities we had during the month of 
March, along with our monthly Bible study and business meeting 
where we are using the WOL study: “Behold the Man: Finding 
Christ in the Old Testament,” which is finding all the ways we 
can “see” Christ in the Old Testament teachings. We are blessed 
to have women in our church who are willing to serve our 
congregation and come together to pray and learn more about 
our Lord and Savior.�

WOL Active in Williston, ND
By Wendy Johnson

Wendy Johnson serves as President of the Light of Christ Women of 
L.I.F.E. in Williston, ND. 



  

1.	 North Plains Region TAALC

2.	 For All to become baptized children of God

3.	 Pr. Oliver Urdahl

4.	 For all to believe in infallibility & inerrancy of 
Scripture

5.	 Rev. Dr. Cary Larson, Presiding Pastor of 
The AALC

6.	 Rev. Abraham McNally

7.	 Christian Education Directors

8.	 Rev. Dean Stoner, Administrative Assistant 
to The AALC

9.	 Abiding Grace Lutheran Church, Gillette, WY 

10.	 Board of Directors of TAALC Foundation

11.	 For all to repent of sins

12.	 Rev. Andrew Virkus

13.	 Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church,  
Williston, ND

14.	 For God to raise up church leaders

15.	 Rev. Chris Rosebrough

16.	 Rev. John Linch

17.	 American Lutheran Church, Mandan, ND

18.	 AALC Leadership

19.	 For missionaries serving overseas

20.	Martha Stone, Commissioned Church Worker

21.	 Local AALC church

22.	Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

23.	Faith Lutheran Church, Columbus, ND

24.	Our nation’s leaders

25.	Rev. David Huskamp

26.	Pastors and Church Workers

27.	 Rev. Dean Johansen

28.	Pastors’ Wives

29.	Rev. Gregory Stenzel

30.	Protection for the unborn

31.	 First Evangelical Lutheran Church,  
Parshall, ND

  
 

July 2026 
P R AY E R  B O O K M A R K
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Rev. Abraham McNally was installed at St. Paul Lutheran Congregation, Tripoli, IA on May 
17, 2026. Present for the service were: (back row) Rev. Ronnie Koch (LCMS), Rev. Steven 
Klawonn, Rev. Michael Badenhop, and Rev. Matthew Fenn; (front row): Rev. Dr. Duane 
Lindberg, Rev. Abraham McNally, and Rev. Robert Salge. Submitted photo.  

Rev. Abraham McNally was installed as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran 
Congregation in Tripoli, IA, on Sunday, May 17, 2026. Officiating was the 
Assistant Presiding Pastor and Regional Pastor of the Greater Heartland, 
Rev. Steven Klawonn. Also present were Rev. Ronnie Koch, St. Paul Lutheran 
Church (LCMS), Fredericksburg, IA; Rev. Michael Badenhop, Ascension 
Lutheran Church, Waterloo, IA; Rev. Matthew Fenn, Ascension Lutheran 
Church, Waterloo, IA; Rev. Dr. Duane Lindberg, first Presiding Pastor of The 
AALC; and Rev. Robert Salge, Pastor Emeritus.  

Rev. McNally returns to his home state after previously serving as pastor to 
churches in Maryland and North Dakota. He also serves St. Luke Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Traer, IA, as their pulpit supply pastor.

This year, St. Paul Lutheran Congregation celebrates 155 years of steadfast 
faithfulness to God’s Word in the Tripoli community. Over the years, the 
congregation has weathered hardships and change, including the devastating 
1990 fire that destroyed their former church building before they rebuilt from 
out of the ashes and continued forward in ministry. The members serve with 
humble and willing hearts, and visitors are welcomed warmly as brothers and 
sisters in Christ.

Alongside the congregation’s Women of L.I.F.E. ministry and a monthly 
Bible Study currently working through the Book of Acts, St. Paul Lutheran 
Congregation is preparing to host VBS in early June, a youth/community event 
at Panther Lanes in early June, and are planning a float for the annual Tripoli 
Days parade in August. The congregation rejoiced over a baptism in March, 
and also look forward to receiving two confirmands into the body of Christ on 
Reformation Sunday in October. On Facebook, Rev. McNally has been filming 
a weekly “Ask the Pastor” series that posts on Fridays, answering questions 
pertaining to Scripture, Lutheran doctrine, and liturgy. By God’s grace, they 
move forward with joy and anticipation for what the Lord will do in this 
exciting new chapter of their history.�

McNally Installed at Tripoli, IA



  
 

August 2026 
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14  |   T H E  E V A N G E L  July/August 2026

Guests listen to the Rev. Dr. Jordan Cooper speak as part of the Biblical Ethics and Virtue 
Conference held in Williamsburg, VA. 

1.	 Kongsvinger Lutheran Church, Oslo, MN

2.	 Rev. Harold Petersen

3.	 To remember our pastors are given as  
a gift to the church

4.	 Commission for Youth Activities

5.	 Rev. John Anderson

6.	 Commission for American Missions

7.	 Seminary Professors

8.	 Rev. Morris Kirchhof

9.	 Light of Christ Lutheran Church  
Williston, ND

10.	 That our churches do not drift away  
from Holy Scripture 

11.	 Rev. Kevin Beard

12.	 That we would be unified in the gift of faith

13.	 Rev. Norman Beighley

14.	 Karen Young, Evangel Layout Designer

15.	 The AALC Ministerium

16.	 Dss. Brigitte Gassman

17.	 Lucky Mound Lutheran Church, Raub, ND

18.	 The persecuted Church

19.	 The Sending Place

20.	Schools preparing for new school year

21.	 Trinity Lutheran Church, Galata, MT

22.	To give our worries to God

23.	Ukraine Ministry - Rev. Scott Yount

24.	Wittenberg Door Campus Ministry

25.	Rev. Dr. Jordan Cooper, ALTS Professor 

26.	New Hope Lutheran Church, Newfolden, MN

27.	 To know Holy Scriptures are the only rule 
and norm for faith and life

28.	Parish Education Commission

29.	Bonnie Ohlrich, Executive Secretary  
& Office Manager

30.	Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 
Sidney, MT

31.	 Rev. Jon Christenson

Hope Lutheran Church Hosts 

On March 28, 2026, Hope Lutheran Church, Williamsburg, VA, hosted 
the Biblical Ethics and Virtue Conference. The event was well attended 
by guests from all parts of Virginia and some traveling from North 
Carolina. 

Speakers included Rev. Dr. Jordan Cooper and ALTS seminary student, 
Vicar Will Green. Sessions included the function of natural law in 
Lutheran ethics, how Christians relate to the law of God, and practical 
examples of living virtuously. The event included much discussion and 
fellowship between sessions and was edifying for all involved.�

By Rev. Nigel Brown



Neighbor to Neighbor Ministry  
Brings Community Together 

The coffee is hot, the treats delicious, and the conversation is 
flowing as people of the community gather the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month at Clam Falls Lutheran Church for the 
Neighbor-to-Neighbor coffee hour. Neighbor-to-Neighbor is 
a Christian outreach to the community for those who may be 
lonely or perhaps in need. It is also for those who are looking 
for fellowship. As Clam Falls is a rural area, with no restaurants 
nearby, it became apparent that something was needed to provide 
a gathering place for people to connect.

The coffee hour, usually more like two hours, began in the 1990s 
and brings together community members of all faiths for a time 
of visiting and sharing over a cup of coffee or another wholesome 
beverage. Some former members of the church drive a distance to 
attend this twice-monthly social time as well. Attendees find this 
to be a rewarding time as they get to know their neighbors and 
reconnect with others. The coffee gathering gives the opportunity 
to share about each other’s needs, letting others know how they 
can help.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the coffee time was held in the 
church cemetery. Sitting in a circle of chairs brought from home, 
people enjoyed the outdoors while reminiscing about the people 
who are laid to rest there. On one such day, a wild turkey decided 
to make an appearance. Everyone got a chuckle out of this and the 
story is occasionally retold.

The Neighbor-to-Neighbor program also has a Transport for 
Christ ministry. Volunteer drivers give rides to individuals who 
need assistance getting to medical appointments. This program 
is open to anyone in the community, not just members of Clam 
Falls Lutheran.

In the past, the Neighbor-to-Neighbor ministry has sponsored 
summer picnics on the shores of the Clam Falls Flowage and also 
street concerts of gospel music.

Clam Falls Lutheran Church is located in rural Frederic of 
northwestern Wisconsin.�
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Left: People from the Clam Falls community and surrounding area join together for coffee fellowship twice a month at Clam Falls Lutheran Church located in 
rural Frederic, WI.

Middle: Hostesses Diana Mangelsen and Luella Amundson serve Neighbor-to-Neighbor guests Milton Johnson and Craig Knowland.

Right: Lowell Carlson, Centuria, WI, was confirmed at Clam Falls Lutheran in 1960 and married in the church in 1968. He returns regularly to attend the 

Neighbor-to-Neighbor coffee hour. During COVID-19, while having coffee in the cemetery, a wild turkey tried to make friends with Carlson.  
 
Submitted Photos
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UPCOMING EDITIONS...

Themes for 2026: Six Church Seasons and High Feast Days 

Please be in prayer for these upcoming editions:

Sept/Oct: High Feast Days in the Church (deadline July 1)

Nov/Dec: Advent & Christmas (deadline Sept. 1)

Church News:  

The Evangel welcomes submissions of what’s happening in your congregation.  

To submit content, email the editor Gretchen Baker: theevangel@taalc.org

Or mail: 	Gretchen Baker, PO Box 84, Parshall, ND 58770


