
SERMON NOTES 

Sermon Title: Generosity for the Glory of God 

Scripture Passage: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

Call to Worship: Psalm 112:1-10 

Introduction: The Vertical Shift 

• Paul transitions the discussion regarding the collection for the 
Jerusalem church from purely earthly relationships to a vertical focus 
on God. 

• True generosity moves past horizontal expectations and addresses a 
deeper, spiritual issue. 

I. The Point: Heart Condition over Quantity 

• 2 Corinthians 9:6 – “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” 

o Sparingly: Not a strict reference to financial quantity, but an 
internal posture of withholding, restricting, or holding back 
from God. 

o Bountifully: Derived from Eulogia (praise/adoration). It reflects 
a heart that worships and rejoices in the midst of giving. 

• 2 Corinthians 9:7 – Each person must give what they have decided in 
their heart, avoiding compulsion or legalistic restriction, because God 
loves a cheerful giver. 

II. Sufficiency of God: Contentment vs. The Prosperity Gospel 

• 2 Corinthians 9:8 – God is fully able to make all grace abound to you, 
providing all sufficiency in all things at all times. 

o The Prosperity Error: Rejects the false teaching that 
generosity is a transactional tool used to sideline God’s 
sovereignty or force Him into granting material wealth, health, 
or long life. 

• 1 Timothy 6:6-10 – True godliness combined with contentment is great 
gain. God's primary promise is to anchor us in complete contentment 
rather than material luxury. 

• Ephesians 2:10 – God provides this internal contentment intentionally 
“so that” we can comfortably stop serving ourselves and freely abound 
in the good works He prepared beforehand. 

III. Harvest of Righteousness: Faithful with Much 

• 2 Corinthians 9:9 – Paul quotes Psalm 112 to demonstrate the 
permanent endurance of the righteous person's benevolence. 

• 2 Corinthians 9:10 – God supplies and multiplies seed for sowing, 
increasing the spiritual harvest of your righteousness. 

o The promise is not wealth for personal comfort, but that 
faithfulness with a little leads to opportunities to be trusted 
with much. 

• 2 Corinthians 9:11a – Believers are enriched in every way to be 
generous in every way—encompassing our money, knowledge, 
experiences, and time. 

• 2 Timothy 2:21 – We act as clean conduits, set apart as vessels for 
honorable use, ready and useful to the Master of the house. 

IV. Thanksgiving: The True Motivation 

• 2 Corinthians 9:11b – The ultimate outworking of this church collection 
is that it produces explicit thanksgiving directed toward God. 

• 2 Corinthians 9:12 – This service not only meets the structural needs of 
the saints but intentionally overflows into countless prayers of gratitude 
to the Lord. 

o The Ultimate Goal: Christian generosity is not driven merely by 
human compassion, political fairness, or societal problem-
solving. It is done so that recipients lift their hands in worship 
to Almighty God. 

• 2 Corinthians 9:13-14 – People glorify God because they observe the 
practical obedience that accompanies your confession of the Gospel. 
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o If the lost receive this blessing, they see God's provision and 
turn to Him. 

o If followers receive this blessing, their confidence in God 
grows. 

V. The Gospel: Modeling Inexpressible Grace 

• 2 Corinthians 9:15 – “Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!” 

• Our personal generosity is a tangible, earthly model of the infinite grace 
poured out on us through Jesus Christ. We did not earn or deserve His 
salvation, yet God chose to be generous beyond all measure. 

Benediction 

• 1 Timothy 6:17-19 – A charge to the rich not to be haughty or set hopes 
on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, doing good, being rich in good 
works, and being generous. 

Personal Reflection & Notes 

(Use this space to write down personal applications, prayers, or key takeaways 
from today's message) 
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