Sermon Title: Examine Oneself

Scripture Passage: 2 Corinthians 13:5-10

Call to Worship

e Psalm 139:23-24 — A prayer for God to search our hearts, test our thoughts, and lead us in the way

everlasting.

Introduction: The Foundation of Faith

e Paulreflects on his second letter to Corinth, grounding his entire ministry in deep spiritual truths

rather than worldly performance.

e These core truths define our worldview, our faith, and our interpretation of life's circumstances—

standing in direct contrast to the wisdom of the world:

@)

2 Corinthians 1:3 — God is the Father of all mercies and God of all comfort.

2 Corinthians 3:17 — Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.

2 Corinthians 4:7 — We carry this spiritual treasure in fragile jars of clay.

2 Corinthians 4:18 — We fix our eyes on what is unseen and eternal.

2 Corinthians 5:8 — To be away from the body is to be at home with the Lord.

2 Corinthians 5:17 - If anyone is in Christ, he is a brand-new creation.

2 Corinthians 5:18 — God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 5:20 — We serve as ambassadors for Christ.

2 Corinthians 7:10 — Godly grief produces repentance leading to salvation without regret.

2 Corinthians 9:7 — God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 10:3 —We live in the world, but we do not wage war as the world does.
2 Corinthians 11:30 - If we boast, we boast in things that show our weakness.

2 Corinthians 12:8 — Christ’s grace is sufficient, and His power is made perfectin
weakness.

l. Testing the Inputs & Seeking Proof

e 2 Corinthians 13:3 - The Corinthians demanded proof that Christ was speaking through Paul.

e« While their motives were skeptical, believers are called to test the worldviews shaping their minds.

o

o

1John 4:1 - Test the spirits to see whether they are from God, as many false teachings exist
in the world.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 — Scripture is breathed out by God, equipping us to measure all things
against divine truth.
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Il. Power Made Perfect in Weakness
e 2 Corinthians 13:3-4 — Christ was crucified in weakness, yet He lives by the power of God.
e 1 Peter 3:18 — Christ suffered once for sins to bring us safely to God.

e Spiritual power is not found in worldly status or perfect performance, but in the eternal, unfading
work of the Holy Spirit living within us.

Ill. The Call to Self-Examination

e 2 Corinthians 13:5-6 — Paul turns the burden of proof back on the church: "Examine yourselves to
see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves.”

e Proof of salvation rests on whether Christ dwells within us and whether we have found rest in His
revealed truth.

e Ifthe Corinthians recognize Christ in themselves through the ministry they received, they must
also recognize Christ’s work in Paul.

IV. Living for Truth, Not Reputation

e 2 Corinthians 13:7-9 — Paul prays for their moral obedience, unconcerned with his own validation
or standing.

e 2 Corinthians 13:8 — "For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth.”

e Kingdom leadership rejects envy, comparison, and strife, rejoicing when others grow strong in the
faith.

V. Authority Used to Build Up

e 2 Corinthians 13:10 — Paul writes ahead of time so that his visit will be peaceful, exercising his
authority for building up rather than tearing down.

e Ephesians 2:19-22 —The church is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus as the cornerstone.

e Apostolic discipline and instruction serve the healthy purpose of strengthening believers, standing
under the final authority of God's Word.

Benediction

e 1John5:12-13-Whoever has the Son has life; these things are written so that you may know you
have eternal life.
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