SERMON NOTES
Sermon Title: God's Patience Toward Gideon Scripture Passage: Judges 6-8

Call to Worship

e Psalm 37:1-11-Acallto trust in the Lord, commit your ways to Him, and delight in His lasting
peace.

Introduction: The Cycle of Disobedience & Missing Rest

e Historical Context: From the Exodus (1446 BC) through 40 years of wandering, Joshua led Israel
to conquer and allot the Promised Land, yet Israel failed to fully drive out the inhabitants.

o The Root of Hardship: Compromise led to organic difficulties and divine discipline.

o Judges 2:3 - God warns that the remaining inhabitants will become thorns in Israel's sides
and a snare.

o Genesis 17:5-8 - God honored His land covenant with Abraham, but Israel's disobedience
invited suffering.

o Judges 2:12 —Israel continually provoked the Lord by chasing after foreign gods.

e The Cycle of Judges: Repeated patterns of oppression followed by judges bringing temporary rest
(Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Barak).

e The Search for True Shalom:

o Leviticus 26:1-12 — True Shalom eludes Israel during the period of the Judges due to
persistent rebellion.

o John 16:33 - Complete peace is found only in Jesus Christ, who grants inner peace in a
world of tribulation until His final return.

l. Gideon’s Calling & God’s Gentle Patience

e Judges 6:2 - Seven years of severe Midianite oppression force Israel into hiding; Gideon threshes
wheat in a hidden winepress out of fear.

e Judges 6:12-The Angel of the Lord appears (a Christophany/Theophany) and addresses Gideon
as a "mighty man of valor".

e Judges 6:13 - Gideon questions God's presence, equating hardship with divine abandonment
rather than discipline.

o Hebrews 12:6 —The Lord disciplines those He loves as a loving Father maturing His child.

o Judges 3:1 - God allows difficulties to test Israel and cultivate deep trust.

e Judges 6:17-18 & Judges 6:21 — Gideon requests a sign; God patiently obliges by consuming his
offering of meat and cakes with fire.
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e Judges 6:27 - Gideon obeys God's command to destroy Baal's altar at night due to fear, yet God
responds with grace and longsuffering.

Il. The Equipping of the Holy Spirit

e Judges 6:34 —The Spirit of the Lord "clothes" Gideon, equipping him to summon the surrounding
tribes for battle.

o Old Testament Work of the Spirit: Circumstantial equipping given to select individuals to protect
Israel and prepare for the Messiah.

o Judges 3:10 - The Spirit comes upon Othniel to judge and deliver.
o Numbers 11:16-17 — The Spirit resting on Moses is distributed to seventy elders.
o 1Samuel 10:6 - The Spirit rushes upon Saul to lead, though later departs.

¢ New Testament Fulfilment:

o Ezekiel 36:24-27 — God promises a future covenant where the Spirit permanently indwells
all His people to transform their hearts.

o Acts 1:8 —Today, every believer is empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve as an individual
withess displaying spiritual fruit and gifts.

lll. Doubts, Fleeces, & True Faith

e Judges 6:36 & Judges 6:37-40 — Despite having the Spirit's equipping, Gideon's human weakness
prompts him to demand fleece tests.

o Laying out afleece is not a model for discernment, but a demonstration of God's immense
patience with childish doubt.

e Matthew 8:11-13 — Miracles and physical proof do not generate saving faith; true faith is trusting in
the character of God rather than intellectual deduction.

e Judges 7:9-11a - After drastically reducing Gideon's army from 32,000 to 300, God proactively
addresses Gideon's hidden fear by inviting him to overhear the enemy's dream.

IV. Victory & The Snare of Self-Reliance

e Judges 8:22-23 - Following miraculous military success, Israel asks Gideon to rule them; Gideon
verbally defers to the Lord's rule while passively accepting regal benefits.

e Judges 8:27 — Gideon constructs a golden ephod from 41 pounds of plundered gold, setting up an
unauthorized religious item in his hometown.

o The Danger of Success: Gideon's victory leads to self-reliance, and his ephod becomes a
spiritual snare and idol for his family and all Israel.

Benediction

e Romans 2:4-Do you presume on the riches of His kindness, forbearance, and patience, not
knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?
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