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Article 9: Christ’s Return 
 

We believe in the personal, bodily 

 Matt. 24:30 – “30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of 
Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will 
see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.” 

 Matt. 26:64 – “64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, 
from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of 
Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

 Acts 1:11 – “11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”” 

 Rev. 1:7 – “7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will 
see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will 
wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.” 

and premillennial 

 Rev. 20:1-10 – “1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, 
holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. 
2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil 
and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into 
the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not 
deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were 
ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 4 Then I saw 
thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to 
judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been 
beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and 
those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not 
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to 
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life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the 
dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This 
is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in 
the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but 
they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him 
for a thousand years. 7 And when the thousand years are ended, 
Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will come out to deceive 
the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of 
the sea. 9 And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and 
surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire 
came down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil who 
had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where 
the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented 
day and night forever and ever.” 

return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Matt. 25:31 – “31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 
the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.”” 

 Titus 2:13 – “13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,” 

 2 Thess. 1:6-8 – “6 since indeed God considers it just to repay with 
affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to grant relief to you who are 
afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance 
on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus.” 

 Rev. 19:11-21 – “11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 
horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he judges and makes war.” 
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The coming of Christ, at a time known only to God, 
 Matt. 24:36 – “36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, 

not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.” 

 Mark 13:32 – “32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one 
knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father.”” 

requires constant expectancy 

 Matt. 24:42-51 – “42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on 
what day your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of 
the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, 
he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an hour you do not expect. 45 “Who then is the faithful 
and wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, to 
give them their food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that servant 
whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 47 Truly, I say to 
you, he will set him over all his possessions. 48 But if that wicked 
servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’ 49 and begins to beat 
his fellow servants and eats and drinks with drunkards, 50 the master 
of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and 
at an hour he does not know 51 and will cut him in pieces and put 
him with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” 

 Rom. 13:11-14 – “11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour 
has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 
now than when we first believed. 12 The night is far gone; the day is 
at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies 
and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
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make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.” 
 1 Thess. 5:1-11 – “Now concerning the times and the seasons, 

brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. 2 For 
you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like 
a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “There is peace and 
security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor 
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4 But 
you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a 
thief. 5 For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are 
not of the night or of the darkness. 6 So then let us not sleep, as 
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7 For those who 
sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 
8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 
9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether we 
are awake or asleep we might live with him. 11 Therefore encourage 
one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.” 

 James 5:8-9 – “8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble against one another, 
brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is 
standing at the door.” 

 2 Pet. 3:10-14 – “10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 
then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works 
that are done on it will be exposed. 11 Since all these things are thus 
to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 
holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of 
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and 
dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But 
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according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, since you 
are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or 
blemish, and at peace.” 

 Rev. 3:3 – “3 Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, 
and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you 
will not know at what hour I will come against you.” 

and, as our blessed hope, 
 Titus 2:13 – “13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the 

glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,” 
motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic 
mission. 
 2 Thess. 1:6-8 – “6 since indeed God considers it just to repay with 

affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to grant relief to you who are 
afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance 
on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus.” 

 2 Tim. 4:8 – “8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me 
on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his 
appearing.” 

 Titus 2:14 – “14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession 
who are zealous for good works.” 

 Heb. 9:28 – “28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins 
of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save 
those who are eagerly waiting for him.” 

 1 Jn. 3:2-3 – “2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will 
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be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we 
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone 
who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.” 

 2 Pet. 3:10-14 – “10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 
then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works 
that are done on it will be exposed. 11 Since all these things are thus 
to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 
holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of 
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and 
dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But 
according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, since you 
are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or 
blemish, and at peace.” 
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