


Welcome to our Home Group companion study guide for the Life of David

message series. Throughout the next six weeks, we will be focused on the

infamous and beloved King David.

This study guide is designed to follow each weekend message in this Old

Testament narrative series. This content will help your group discuss and

apply the content found in each message. You will notice that each guide

will share the same core text as each weekend sermon. It will also provide

helpful materials for deeper study into the Word of God when possible. 

We encourage you to prayerfully prepare for each group meeting in

advance and use this content as a rule and a helpful tool for life-changing

conversation in your group. You know your group better than anyone, and

we encourage you to make changes to this study as you see fit.

As always, we would appreciate your feedback on this curriculum.  To

share your findings, email us, and we can discuss the future of Home Group

Study guides at our next huddle!

 

HOME GROUP 
Study Guides



Begin with the basic elements of any Home Group meeting.

STUDY GUIDES
Let's Get started!

ICEBREAKER
Take ten minutes to reconnect and get to know each other.

MESSAGE DISCUSSION
Discuss the message from the Sunday message.

DIG INTO THE WORD
Dig into the core scripture passage from the weekend teaching. 

REFLECTION
Talk about the meaning of the text and how it applies to your personal
life.

PRAYER
Set aside enough time to share news and pray for group members. 



CORE TEXT
2 Samuel 18:1-15 (ESV)
1 Then David mustered the men who were with him and set over them commanders of

thousands and commanders of hundreds. 2 And David sent out the army, one third under

the command of Joab, one third under the command of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab's

brother, and one third under the command of Ittai the Gittite. And the king said to the men,

“I myself will also go out with you.” 3 But the men said, “You shall not go out. For if we flee,

they will not care about us. If half of us die, they will not care about us. But you are worth

ten thousand of us. Therefore it is better that you send us help from the city.” 4 The king

said to them, “Whatever seems best to you I will do.” So the king stood at the side of the

gate, while all the army marched out by hundreds and by thousands. 5 And the king

ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, “Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.”

And all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the commanders about Absalom.

6 So the army went out into the field against Israel, and the battle was fought in the forest

of Ephraim. 7 And the men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, and the

loss there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. 8 The battle spread over the face of

all the country, and the forest devoured more people that day than the sword.

9 And Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom was riding on his mule,

and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak, and his head caught fast in the

oak, and he was suspended between heaven and earth, while the mule that was under him

went on. 10 And a certain man saw it and told Joab, “Behold, I saw Absalom hanging in an

oak.” 11 Joab said to the man who told him, “What, you saw him! Why then did you not

strike him there to the ground? I would have been glad to give you ten pieces of silver and a

belt.” 12 But the man said to Joab, “Even if I felt in my hand the weight of a thousand pieces

of silver, I would not reach out my hand against the king's son, for in our hearing the king

commanded you and Abishai and Ittai, ‘For my sake protect the young man Absalom.’ 13

On the other hand, if I had dealt treacherously against his life (and there is nothing hidden

from the king), then you yourself would have stood aloof.” 14 Joab said, “I will not waste

time like this with you.” And he took three javelins in his hand and thrust them into the

heart of Absalom while he was still alive in the oak. 15 And ten young men, Joab's armor-

bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him and killed him.



CORE TEXT
2 Samuel 18:16-23 (ESV)
16 Then Joab blew the trumpet, and the troops came back from pursuing Israel, for Joab

restrained them. 17 And they took Absalom and threw him into a great pit in the forest and

raised over him a very great heap of stones. And all Israel fled every one to his own home.

18 Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up for himself the pillar that is in the

King's Valley, for he said, “I have no son to keep my name in remembrance.” He called the

pillar after his own name, and it is called Absalom's monument to this day.

19 Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said, “Let me run and carry news to the king that the

Lord has delivered him from the hand of his enemies.” 20 And Joab said to him, “You are

not to carry news today. You may carry news another day, but today you shall carry no

news, because the king's son is dead.” 21 Then Joab said to the Cushite, “Go, tell the king

what you have seen.” The Cushite bowed before Joab, and ran. 22 Then Ahimaaz the son of

Zadok said again to Joab, “Come what may, let me also run after the Cushite.” And Joab

said, “Why will you run, my son, seeing that you will have no reward for the news?” 23

“Come what may,” he said, “I will run.” So he said to him, “Run.” Then Ahimaaz ran by the

way of the plain, and outran the Cushite.



CORE TEXT
2 Samuel 18:31-33 (ESV)

24 Now David was sitting between the two gates, and the watchman went up to the roof of

the gate by the wall, and when he lifted up his eyes and looked, he saw a man running alone.

25 The watchman called out and told the king. And the king said, “If he is alone, there is

news in his mouth.” And he drew nearer and nearer. 26 The watchman saw another man

running. And the watchman called to the gate and said, “See, another man running alone!”

The king said, “He also brings news.” 27 The watchman said, “I think the running of the first

is like the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok.” And the king said, “He is a good man and

comes with good news.”

28 Then Ahimaaz cried out to the king, “All is well.” And he bowed before the king with his

face to the earth and said, “Blessed be the Lord your God, who has delivered up the men

who raised their hand against my lord the king.” 29 And the king said, “Is it well with the

young man Absalom?” Ahimaaz answered, “When Joab sent the king's servant, your

servant, I saw a great commotion, but I do not know what it was.” 30 And the king said,

“Turn aside and stand here.” So he turned aside and stood still.

31 And behold, the Cushite came, and the Cushite said, “Good news for my lord the king!

For the Lord has delivered you this day from the hand of all who rose up against you.” 32

The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” And the Cushite

answered, “May the enemies of my lord the king and all who rise up against you for evil be

like that young man.” 33 And the king was deeply moved and went up to the chamber over

the gate and wept. And as he went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom!

Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!”



CORE TEXT
Psalm 3 (ESV)

1    O Lord, how many are my foes!

    Many are rising against me;

2 many are saying of my soul,

    “There is no salvation for him in God.” Selah

3 But you, O Lord, are a shield about me,

    my glory, and the lifter of my head.

4 I cried aloud to the Lord,

    and he answered me from his holy hill. Selah

5 I lay down and slept;

    I woke again, for the Lord sustained me.

6 I will not be afraid of many thousands of people

    who have set themselves against me all around.

7 Arise, O Lord!

    Save me, O my God!

For you strike all my enemies on the cheek;

    you break the teeth of the wicked.

8 Salvation belongs to the Lord;

    your blessing be on your people! Selah



Text: 2  Samuel 18:1-33
Big Idea: The Lord is our redeemer..

DEEPER IN THE WORD
The Life of David - Week 5
Redemption

What stood out to you about this story? 

Was David's treatment of Absalom fair? Was it helpful?

How is God's at work here? List your observations.

Put yourself in David's shoes. What is he thinking and feeling?

How does David react in the face of his enemies?

What can we learn from Absolom's betrayal?

What do we learn from David's grief?

What doe we learn about God from this story?

What do we learn about ourselves?

Have one or more group members read the text out loud.

Discussion Questions:

 




