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All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name first 
appeared anonymously in a 1779 magazine edited by 
Augustus Toplady (“Rock of Ages”). We now know it 
was written by a pastor named Edward Perronet. It was 

first sung to a tune still in use today called “Miles Lane,” but the 
year Perronet died, Oliver Holden retuned the hymn to a more 
triumphant melody aptly named “Coronation.” 

John Rippon edited Perronet’s eight verses, making sure to keep 
the theme of multiple throne-room scenes. If you read the 
Revelation passages below, you’ll notice how Perronet illustrates 
the throne room worship of Jesus from various groups: angels/
cherubim, spiritual Israel, and all nations. (The less common 
verses include martyrs and sinners, as well.) 

Perronet’s life was shaped by recognizing Christ’s singular 
kingship. His family escaped persecution from the Roman 
Catholic church in France. He became a minister in the Church of 
England (Anglican) and then began to follow the evangelical 
revival of John and Charles Wesley. But after facing heavy 
persecution from anti-evangelical Anglicans (Edward himself was 
once thrown from his horse and beaten in the mud), he planted an 
independent congregation in Canterbury. Even his dear friends 
the Wesleys broke away from him for a while, thinking that he left 
the Church of England too quickly. 

But for all this hardship, Perronet remained faithful to Jesus, his 
only King. While pastoring in the face of opposition, he wrote 
hymns and poems. One of his best publications contains poetry 
that walks through the story of Scripture (particularly in the 
Psalms, Isaiah, and the Gospels). It concludes with a hymn of his 
own gospel testimony, which each believer can repeat:  

Me, who had long deserted him / Made other idol-lords my theme, 
And gloried in my shame / But now redeemed by Jesus’ blood 
I live to breathe the life of God / And glory in the Lamb 
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