
Crown Him With Many Crowns as we know it 
today comes from two attempts to capture the image of 
Jesus crowned with “many diadems” (Rev. 19:12). 

In 1851, British-Canadian author Matthew Bridges wrote “Song 
of the Seraphs” based on that very passage of Scripture. From 
one image, Bridges saw Jesus as deserving of myriad titles and 
honors like the many crowns upon his head: Lamb upon the 
Throne, Incarnate Son of the Virgin, Glorified Suffering Savior, 
Sovereign Prince of Peace, Creator of the Cosmos, Truly God. 
His original six verses capture these titles of Jesus beautifully. 

However, as the hymn grew in prominence, many saw room for 
improvement. Bridges was involved in a church movement 
called the Tractarian (or Oxford) Movement. It began as an 
attempt to reform Anglican Protestantism with some elements of 
Catholic church liturgy and doctrine. Some of its aims were 
honorable, as in the enrichment of church worship and the push 
to separate church and state. But other efforts leaned so heavily 
into certain practices and doctrine that it led to several 
prominent Anglicans to convert to Catholicism, including 
Bridges. Thus, from a Protestant perspective, Bridges’ lyrics 
seemed to be missing something. 

Enter Anglican pastor Godfrey Thring, who published his own 
version of “Crown Him With Many Crowns” and filled in the 
gaps he saw in the original. Rather than focus on Jesus as son of 
the Virgin Mary, he showed Jesus as the fully God and fully 
Man, perfectly emphatic to man’s temptations and weakness. 
Rather than focus his glorified wounds which “no angel in the 
sky” can fathom, he showed the cross and resurrection as the 
sure victory for his church, “those he came to save.” 

Today, churches sing a version that combines the two authors’ 
attempts, with Bridges’ vision of King Jesus and Thring’s 
reminder of why he is worthy of his many crowns. 
 
Scripture to consider:
2 Samuel 7 
Psalm 2 
Psalm 72 

John 1 
John 19 
Philippians 2 

Hebrews 2 
Revelation 5 
Revelation 19
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