
Genesis 28:20-22 
Psalm 73:27-28 
2 Chronicles 16:9 

Lam. 3:25-26 
John 1:43-51 
2 Timothy 4:16-18 

Hebrews 10:19-22 
Isaiah 41:8-10 
Matthew 28:20

T H E   F I E L D S   C H U R C H     —     H Y M N   O F   T H E   M O N T H 
                                                                  A U G U S T   2 0 2 5 

Nearer My God to Thee is commonly more 
associated with its place in modern folklore than with 
its thematic richness. Allegedly, this hymn was played 
by the band of the RMS Titanic as it sank in 1912. 

Whether that speculation is true or not, we stand to profoundly 
benefit  from the hymn today. With its sweeping melody and 
majestic lyrics, it manages to encapsulate a poignant sense of 
intimacy. In other words, it’s a timely reminder of both God’s 
transcendence and His imminence. 

The hymn was written by Sarah Flower Adams, born in England 
in 1805. Adams was an accomplished actress and performer, but as 
her health struggles began to impede a once-promising theater 
career, she turned to writing. Oftentimes, she would write hymns 
with the help of her sister, Eliza, who would provide music to 
Sarah’s verses. 

In 1841, Adams’ pastor approached her to include a selection of 
her hymns for a hymnbook he was compiling. That day, he also 
mentioned that he was looking for a hymn that covered the 
account he was preaching from that Sunday: the story of Jacob’s 
ladder (Genesis 28:20-22). Struck with inspiration, Adams took the 
rest of the week to pen a hymn inspired by the passage. That 
Sunday, “Nearer My God to Thee” was sung for the first time. 

The hymn uses imagery from Jacob’s story such as the “wandr’er” 
and the “steps unto heaven” to call to mind God’s promises of His 
own goodness to saints tempted to hopelessness and despair. 
“Nearer My God to Thee” compels us to consider not simply our 
nearness to God, but God’s own merciful nearness to us. 

Scripture to consider:

T H E   F I E L D S   C H U R C H     —     H Y M N   O F   T H E   M O N T H 

Nearer My God to Thee 
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