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The Church’s One Foundation was written by 
pastor Samuel Stone with a specific purpose in mind. He 
grew up with educational privilege as the son of a 
Hebrew scholar and had great academic success, but as 

he started off into ministry, he found himself serving a small, 
urban, underprivileged church in a London suburb. At the same 
time, many of his fellow pastors and theologians were drifting 
away from God’s word and abandoning sound doctrine. 
Suddenly, he realized all the academic training in the world 
couldn’t protect the hearts of his people. Nor could he expect 
tired, poor, uneducated congregants to attain knowledge he’d 
spent years and great wealth to attain. What could he do? 

During that time, another English pastor had published a book of 
scholarly hymns on the Apostle’s Creed called Lyra Anglicana—
Songs for Anglicans. The next year, with his own church heavy on 
mind and heart, Stone decided to write his own: Lyra Fidelium—
Songs for the Faithful. Where Anglicana boasts page after page of 
flowery, erudite lyricism, Fidelium holds twelve rich, solid, 
accessible hymns that connect to each of the twelve main 
categorical truths of the Creed. In addition, each hymn includes a 
brief explanation of the theology within and most importantly, a 
lengthy list of Scriptural quotations for every line. The title page 
quotes 1 Corinthians 14:15—“I will sing with the Spirit, and I will 
sing with understand also.” Intentionally, the book is dedicated 
not to a scholarly father, but “to my mother,” who undoubtedly 
was faithful to teach him these truths as a boy in the home. 

Even acknowledging all of this wonderful intentionality, Stone 
writes of himself (in the third person) in Fidelium’s preface: 
“though…he is painfully sensible that he has not reached the point 
either of fulness or simplicity at which he aimed, he humbly trusts 
that God will make [these hymns] nevertheless of some use in His 
Church.” As we continue to sing this hymn more than 150 years 
later, we can be thankful that God has been faithful to multiple 
Stone’s simple trust and loving care to edify Christ’s One Church.  
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