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The Work of the Holy Spirit (Review)

• There are four ways the Holy Spirit brings evidence of God’s presence 
to bless the elect:

1. The Holy Spirit empowers
2. The Holy Spirit purifies
3. The Holy Spirit reveals
4. The Holy  Spirit unifies



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Unifies

1. The Holy Spirit comes upon communities of believers and not just 
individuals.

But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: "'And in the last days it 

shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons

and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and 

your old men shall dream dreams; even on my male servants and female 

servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. (Acts 

2:16 – 18)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Unifies

2. At Pentecost the Holy Spirit created a new community (the Church) 
which had unprecedented unity.

And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they 

were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to 

all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and 

breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous 

hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to 

their number day by day those who were being saved. (Acts 2:44 -47)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Unifies

3. Paul blesses the Church at Corinth and attributes the deepening of 
fellowship among believers to the Holy Spirit. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

4. Paul calls on the Philippians to be unified through the Holy Spirit.

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by 

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind. (Philippians 2:1 – 2)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Unifies

5. Paul emphasizes the work of the Holy Spirit in unifying Jew and 
Gentile in the Church.

For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are 

no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 

and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole 

structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you 

also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

(Ephesians 2:18 - 22)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Unifies

5. Paul emphasizes the work of the Holy Spirit in unifying Jew and 
Gentile in the Church.

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the 

calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, 

with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit - just as you 

were called to the one hope that belongs to your call- one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

(Ephesians 4:1 - 6)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Unifies

6. Paul teaches differing gifts draw us together and make the Church 
complete.

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one 

is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 

utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the 

same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working 
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between 

spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 

tongues. All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions 

to each one individually as he wills. (1 Corinthians 12:7 -11)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Unifies

7. The Holy Spirit produces love in our hearts that binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. (Galatians 5:16 – 26)

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 

flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the 

Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you 

from doing the things you want to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 

not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 

impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 

rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. 



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Unifies

7. The Holy Spirit produces love in our hearts that binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. (Galatians 5:16 – 26)

I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not 

inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such 

things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 

flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the 

Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one 

another. 



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Unifies

7. The Holy Spirit produces love in our hearts that binds everything together in 
perfect harmony.

Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its 

practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the 

image of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 

barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. Put on then, as God's 

chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, 

and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 

another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive. (Colossians 3:9 - 13)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Unifies

And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 

were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. (Colossians 

3:14 - 16)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• OT Examples: Sampson

When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting to meet him. Then the 

Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him, and the ropes that were on his arms 

became as flax that has caught fire, and his bonds melted off his hands. And he 

found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, and put out his hand and took it, and with it 

he struck 1,000 men. (Judges 15:14 – 15)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• OT Examples: Sampson

And she said, "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!" And he awoke from his 

sleep and said, "I will go out as at other times and shake myself free." But he did 

not know that the LORD had left him. (Judges 16:20)

Then Samson called to the LORD and said, "O Lord GOD, please remember me 

and please strengthen me only this once, O God, that I may be avenged on the 

Philistines for my two eyes." (Judges 16:28)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• OT Examples: Saul/David

Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his 

brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that day forward. 

And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. Now the Spirit of the LORD departed 

from Saul, and a harmful spirit from the LORD tormented him. And Saul's 

servants said to him, "Behold now, a harmful spirit from God is tormenting 

you. (1 Samuel 16:13 - 15)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• NT warnings regarding the Holy Spirit:

You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the 

Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. (Acts 7:51)

Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the 

body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. Or do you not 

know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 

from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify 

God in your body. (1 Corinthians 6:18 – 20)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• NT warnings regarding the Holy Spirit:

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day 

of redemption. (Ephesians 4:30)

Do not quench the Spirit. (1 Thessalonians 5:19)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• NT warnings regarding the Holy Spirit that bring on strong judgements.

Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, but the 

blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. And whoever speaks a 

word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against 

the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come. 

(Matthew 12:31 – 32)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• NT warnings regarding the Holy Spirit that bring on strong judgements.

But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit 

and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? While it 

remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at 

your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You 

have not lied to men but to God." When Ananias heard these words, he fell 

down and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it. The 

young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him. (Acts 

5:3 – 6)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• NT warnings regarding the Holy Spirit that bring on strong judgements.

After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had 

happened. And Peter said to her, "Tell me whether you sold the land for so much." And 

she said, "Yes, for so much." But Peter said to her, "How is it that you have agreed 

together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your 

husband are at the door, and they will carry you out." Immediately she fell down at his 

feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in they found her dead, and 

they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. And great fear came upon the 

whole church and upon all who heard of these things. (Acts 5:7 – 11)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• NT warnings regarding the Holy Spirit that bring on strong judgements.

Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence 

of two or three witnesses. How much worse punishment, do you think, will be 

deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God, and has profaned the 

blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of 

grace? For we know him who said, "Vengeance is mine; I will repay." And 

again, "The Lord will judge his people.” (Hebrews 10:28 -30)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• On the other hand pleasing the Holy Spirit brings great blessings. 

Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? (1 

Corinthians 3:16)

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom 

you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify 

God in your body. (1 Corinthians 6:19 – 20)

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in 

the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, 

having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. (Philippians 2:1 – 2)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• On the other hand pleasing the Holy Spirit brings great blessings. 

Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith 

and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, 

guard the good deposit entrusted to you. (2 Timothy 1:13 -14)

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy 

Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which 

he obtained with his own blood. (Acts 20:28)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• On the other hand pleasing the Holy Spirit brings great blessings. 

Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will flow 

rivers of living water.'" Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who 

believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because 

Jesus was not yet glorified. (John 7:38 – 39)

If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of 

glory and of God rests upon you. (1 Peter 4:14)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• On the other hand pleasing the Holy Spirit brings great blessings. 

Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God 

ever says "Jesus is accursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except in the 

Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are 

varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it 

is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good…All these are empowered by 

one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. (1 

Corinthians 12:3 -7; 11)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• On the other hand pleasing the Holy Spirit brings great blessings. 

So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was 

being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy 

Spirit, it multiplied. (Acts 9:31)

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 

flesh…But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no 

law. (Galatians 5:16; 22 – 23)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• We need to depend on the Holy Spirit.

Then he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of hosts. (Zechariah 4:6)

• When we are regenerated/converted we receive the Holy Spirit for the rest of our 
lives.

Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing 

with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being 

perfected by the flesh? Did you suffer so many things in vain--if indeed it was in 

vain? Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by 

works of the law, or by hearing with faith-- (Galatians 3:2 -5)



The Work of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit Bestows or Withdraws 
Blessing Depending Upon The Response to Him

• Therefore we are to walk according to the Holy Spirit, and set our minds on the 
things of the Spirit.

For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his 

own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in 

order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 

according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the 

flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 

Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. (Romans 8:3 – 6)

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. (Galatians 
5:16)


