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b) 3 prepositional phrases 

(1) “From him” - source of all. 

(2) “Through him” – sustainer of all. 

(3) “To him” – the goal of all creation. 

c) Glory given to God 

Moving from INDICATIVE (right belief) to IMPERATIVE (right conduct). 

V. The Transforming Power of the Gospel: Christian Conduct 

(12:1-15:13) 

A. Exhortation to Live the Christian Life (12:1-13:14) 

1. The Christian Life as Total Transformation (12:1-2) 

• Therefore: points back to ch. 1-11, and especially ch. 1 and 6. 

• The Sacrifice: Living, Holy and Pleasing 

• Spiritual worship 

• The Transformation 

o Stop being conformed to this world 

o Be transformed (metamorphosis) 

o By renewal of your mind 

o So that you approve God’s will 

“Offered bodies come from changed minds…” ~ Christian Ash 
 

“…the mind is where spiritual growth occurs…” ~ Grant Osborne 
 

“Paul’s vision, to which he calls us, is of Christians whose minds are so 

thoroughly renewed that we know from within, almost instinctively, what 

we are to do to please God in any given situation.” ~ Douglas Moo 

Schedule: 

• Next week: continue chapter 12 

Previous Handouts 

• Online: www.theheightschurchmn.org/adult-sunday-school 

Credits:                          Main sources for outline and shared quotes are:  

• Epistle to The Romans (NICNT) by Douglas Moo [Eerdmans, 1996] 

• Romans (IVPNTC) by Grant Osborne [IVP, 2004] 

• Teaching Romans, Volume Two: Unlocking Romans 9-16 for the Bible 

Teacher by Christopher Ash [Christian Focus, 2009] 

IV. The Defense of the Gospel: The Problem of Israel (9:1-11:36) 
 

D. Summary: Israel, The “Elect,” and the “Hardened” (11:1-10) 

E. Defining the Promise (2): The Future of Israel (11:11-32)  
1. God’s Purpose in Israel’s Rejection (11:11-15) 

2. God’s Future for Jews & Gentiles: Warning to Gentiles (11: 16-24) 

3. The Salvation of “All Israel” (11:25-32) 

a) The mystery to be revealed 

(1) The meaning of “mystery” usually in Paul. 

o The gospel message itself (Rom. 16:25-26) 

o The inclusion of the Gentiles (Eph. 3:6) 

o Things hard to understand/mysterious (1 Cor. 15:51, Eph. 5:32) 

(2) Purpose behind Paul’s disclosing of the mystery. 

o That the Gentiles would not be “wise in [their] own sight” 

o This teaching reinforces the points in the previous section – that 

they should not be proud that they have “replaced” the Jews. 

b) The content of the mystery – 3 parts 

(1) A partial hardening. 

o Hardening looks back to 11:7, and earlier, 9:18. 

o It is “in part” – which can mean “partially” or “for a while” – 

15:15 “some points” and 15:24 “for a while” – are same 

phrase as “in part” in 11:25. 

(2) Until the full number of the Gentiles. 

o “full number” or “fullness” of the Gentiles is taken by most to 

refer to the number of God’s elect, chosen from the Gentiles (cf. 

Rom. 9:24).   – Possible parallel to Rev. 6:10-11. 

o It is parallel to v. 12 the “full inclusion” or again, literally 

“fulness” of the Jews. 

o “Until” – 

▪ May imply hardening lasts until the number is reached, after 

which a new stage begins of God’s dealing with the Jews. 

▪ May rather, indicate an end has been reached – a conclusion not 

a new beginning: examples 1 Cor. 11:26, 1 Cor. 15:25 

(3) In this way all Israel will be saved. 

o “and in this way” –  

▪ Likely indicates manner or mode (thus, in this way), or a logical 

sense (it follows from the preceding). 

▪ Possible meaning (rare) would be “at that time”, “then”. 
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o “all Israel” –  

▪ Various meanings given, but some require a “special way of 

salvation” for the Jews. This should be rejected. 

▪ Possible meaning (rare) would be “at that time”, “then”. 

c) Different understandings of the mystery. 

o Two main evangelical views: 

▪ Mass conversion of the Jews at the end of the age. 

• Postmillennial, after their conversion Christ returns. 

• Premillennial, after Christ returns they convert. 

• Not necessarily all Jews alive at the time, but a large 

number. And not through a special way of salvation, but 

could be through a special revelation they receive. 

▪ All the elect (Jews) throughout history. 

• Amillennial, throughout the present age God is saving the 

Jews in this mysterious, jealousy-driven way. 

• Some see this referring to Gentiles and Jews together as the 

“true Israel”, (Rom. 2:29, Phil. 3:3, Rom. 4; Gal. 3; Rom. 

9:6-9; Gal. 6:16.) 

• Likely better to see the context indicating both the full 

number of Gentiles and Jews being completed in this age 

through this mutual interdependent mission – but with “all 

Israel” referring to the Jewish believers, in context. 

“These things would occur concurrently and in the present time, so that by the 

time the full number of the gentiles had been brought in, it would be discovered 

that all the elect of Israel would also have been gathered into the people of 

God, and in this manner all Israel will be saved.” ~ Colin Kruse 

• I lean toward this approach to Rom. 11 since: 

➢ No explicit teaching of Jewish mass conversion outside this passage. 

➢ Matt. 21:43 says Jews would lose their place in the kingdom. 

➢ Gospels use restoration (millennial) prophetic passages (i.e., new 

exodus motif), and see them fulfilled in Christ’s first coming and 

with the church. See also Amos 9:11-12 quoted in Acts 15:14-18. 

➢ Against my view would be Rev. 20 and it’s seeming teaching of a 

millennium (only passage to teach 1,000 years). And a possible 

parallel with “the times of the Gentiles” in Luke 21:24. 

d) Paul offers Scriptural support for the mystery. 

o Quotes from Isaiah 59:20-21 and 27:9 – in light of Israel’s deep 

depravity, God promises to send a deliverer for or to Zion. - 

Paul adapts that and changes it to “from Zion”. 

o God promises to remove their sins through a covenant. 

o This quote can support either main position: 

▪ Refers to Christ’s second coming and Israel’s renewal where 

she finally repents & enjoys Christ’s sin-cleansing work. 

▪ Refers to Christ’s first coming & the inauguration of the new 

covenant when Christ gives forgiveness of sin - Jer. 31:31-34. 

e) Restating the mystery. 

o Israel are enemies to the Gospel now but beloved because of 

their salvation-historical importance (the forefathers, ch. 4).  

o God’s gifts and call are irrevocable (literally “without regret”) – 

and therefore not to be revoked.  

o Gentiles were disobedient, but now have mercy because Israel 

was disobedient. 

o Israel now can have that mercy by seeing the mercy to the 

Gentiles – and again this is “now”. 

o God consigned all to disobedience so he may have mercy on all.  

▪ This is ultimately mysterious – God turns the disobedience of 

both Jews & Gentiles around in his efforts to bring mercy to all.   

▪ This leads right to Paul’s concluding doxology – vv. 33-36. 

F. Conclusion: Praise to God in Light of His Awesome Plan (11:33-36) 

• 11:33-36 can be seen as a hymn of praise to God. Chiasm structure: 

A Riches (11:33) 

     B Wisdom (11:33) 

          C Knowledge (11:33) 

          Cꞌ Who has known the mind of the Lord? (11:34a) 

     Bꞌ Who has been the Lord’s counselor? (11:34b) 

Aꞌ Who has given to God that God should repay? (11:35) 

1. 3 characteristics of God’s plan: riches wisdom, & knowledge (11:33)  

• Riches; Wisdom and Knowledge 

• Unsearchable Judgments 

• Inscrutable Ways 

2. 3 rhetorical questions about God’s plan (11:34-36)  

• Who has known the mind of the Lord? 34a (from Isa. 40:13) 

• Who has been the Lord’s counselor? 34b (from Isa. 40:13) 

• Who has given to God that God should repay? 35 (from Job 41:11) 

3. Doxology to God for His plan (11:34-36)  

d) God’s plan – and the wisdom of it – are grounded in vs. 36 “for”. 


