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The Old Testament Sacrificial System — Temple Timeline

* 1400 BC The Tabernacle was constructed.

960 B.C. Solomon’s temple (first temple) was finished.
« 586 B.C. Babylonians destroy Solomon’s temple.

e 516 B.C. Zerubbabel’s temple (second temple) was completed.
« 19B.C. Herod’s temple was completed (second temple)
e A.D. 64 Entire temple complex completed.

e A.D.70 Romans destroy Herod’s Temple.



The Old Testament Sacrificial System — Solomon’s Temple

With great pains | have provided for the house of the LORD 100,000
talents of gold, a million talents of silver, and bronze and iron beyond
weighing, for there is so much of it; timber and stone, too, | have
provided. To these you must add. (1 Chronicles 22:14)

Then David gave Solomon his son the plan of the vestibule of the
temple, and of its houses, its treasuries, its upper rooms, and its inner
chambers, and of the room for the mercy seat; and the plan of all that
he had in mind for the courts of the house of the LORD, all the
surrounding chambers, the treasuries of the house of God, and the
treasuries for dedicated gifts; (1 Chronicles 28:11-12)

Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was 666
talents of gold, (1 Kings 10:14)



The Old Testament Sacrificial System — Solomon’s Temple

The house that King Solomon built for the LORD was sixty cubits long,
twenty cubits wide, and thirty cubits high. The vestibule in front of the
nave of the house was twenty cubits long, equal to the width of the
house, and ten cubits deep in front of the house. (1 Kings 6:2-3)




The Old Testament Sacrificial System — Solomon’s Temple
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The Old Testament Sacrificial System — Solomon’s Temple

The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and
twenty cubits high, and he overlaid it with pure gold. (1 Kings 6:20)

For the entrance to the inner sanctuary he made doors of olivewood;
the lintel and the doorposts were five-sided. He covered the two doors
of olivewood with carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers.
He overlaid them with gold and spread gold on the cherubim and on
the palm trees. (1 Kings 6:31-32)

As for the pillars, the height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, its
circumference was twelve cubits, and its thickness was four fingers, and
it was hollow. On it was a capital of bronze. The height of the one
capital was five cubits. (Jeremiah 52:21-22)



The Old Testament Sacrificial System — LDS Temple Baptismal




The Old Testament Sacrificial System — Zurubabel’s Temple

"And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the
LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. But
many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers' houses, old men
who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice when they saw
the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud for
joy, so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful
shout from the sound of the people's weeping, for the people shouted
with a great shout, and the sound was heard far away. (Ezra 3:11-13)

In the first year of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king issued a decree:
Concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, let the house be rebuilt, the
place where sacrifices were offered, and let its foundations be retained.
Its height shall be sixty cubits and its breadth sixty cubits, (Ezra 6:3)



The Old Testament Sacrificial System — Zurubbabel’s Temple




The Old Testament Sacrificial System — Herod’s Temple

There was an upper chamber abave the
sanctuary, which allowed access (through
holes in the floor) for cleaning of the

A massive curtain separated the Holy qoid-covered walls below. A ladder
Place from the Most Holy Place. When (shown partly cut away in this section)
Jesus died, this curtain was tom in gave access to the upper roof level,

two from top to bottom (Matt. 27:51;
Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45).

The high priest entered
the Most Holy Place
once a year, on the Day : §

of Atonement, to offer \ 1
incense and sprinkle \

blood. Josephus reports \

that this room was \ ‘\
empty, although the 1
original emplacement of
the Ark of the Covenant \
in the “Foundation \
Stone™ was still visible.
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The inner sanctuary was
surrounded on three sides by three
stories of chambers, containing

38 cells that housed supplies and ’\

vessels for the ritual ceremonies. The Holy Place contained the lampstand, the

table for the bread of the Presence, and the
altar of incense. An angel of the Lord appeared
to Zechariah on the right side of the incense
altar (Luke 1:11).




The Old Testament Sacrificial System — Herod’s Temple

The Chamber of the Hearth was the building
which housed priests who served when their
division was on duty (cf. Zechariah in Luke 1:8).

Herod's Temple

The Nicanor Gate divided the western Court of the Israelites
(where Jewish men could obsesve temple proceedings) from
the eastern Court of the Women. Women were affowed to

The altar of bumnt sacrifices stood in the Temple

The Sanhedrin came out to teach the Court. To the west of it stood the brass laver = o stand in the southem side of the Nicanor Gate and watch as
people from ghe Sariptures on this terrace (for priestly washings) and to the north the T sacrifices for thelr purification were made (Luke 2:22-24).
(Hb. hef) during the Feasts of Passover and place of ritual animal slaughter. " PR =
Tabernacles. It may have been here that g1 ]
the 12-year-old Jesus was found by his a b a
parents, “sitting among the teachers, - The Chamber of the Lepers was where
listening to them and asking them B 4 ’ procedures for lepers who had been healed
questions” (Luke 2:46). a2 = . were handled (cf Matt, 8:4; Mark 1:44;
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£ g t Each of the four massive lampstands
. ! (86 feet/26 m high) in the Court of
3 R the Women had a ladder by which
to reach the four golden bowls to

provide lighting at night.

The Chamber of Hewn
Stone housed the
Sanhedrin council until
C.AD.30.

These colennades contained 13 trumpet-shaped
boxes into which people put their monetary offerings
(cf. Luke 21:1-4); this was called “the treasury” (see
Mark 12:41; John 8:20). The chief priests did not
allow Judas's blood money to be put in the treasury
(Matt. 27:6),

The soreg (a low, latticed screen or railing)
separated the temple courts from the Court of
the Gentiles, prohibiting Gentiles or noa-purified
Jews from entry. Even Herod himself was unable
to pass this point. Some interpreters befieve that
Paul alluded to this railing when he spoke of
“the dividing wall of hostiity” abolished by Christ
(Eph. 2:14).

Eastern Gate

The Court of the Women was a 233 feet/71 m square courtyard, capable of
helding up to 6,000 worshipers at a time. Its name does not indicate that it
was restricted to women, but that they were not permitted to enter further into
the temple courts. Their presence was normally restricted to the bakonies above
the colonnades. In this court, the infant Jesus was met by Simeon and Anna the

The Chamber of the Nazirites was where a prophetess (Luke 2:25-38).
Nazirite would bring his sacrifices upon
completion of his vow.



The Old Testament Sacrificial System — Herod’s Temple

The Antonia Fortress was where Herod (and
later the Romans) commanded the garison in
order to protect the temple and to suppress
religiously motivated rebefiion.

b The Court of the Women was the farthest
. paint of the inner temple complex that
Herod's Temple (for a detailed women could enter.
cutaway drawing, see p. 1943) P

Wilson's Arch formed a bridge aver the Tyropoeon Valley o 7 The Pool of Israel was probably
below, leading from the Temple Mount to the Hasmonean The early square Temple Mount preserved Z Ve used 10 wash sarificial animals
Palace. A section of the wester wall south of Wilson's Arch its identity as a separate area with its own before they were led to the
(187 feet/S7 m long, sometimes called the Waling Wall) has walls and gates. A Temple Mount.

been a place of prayer for Jews for the last 700 years. The NS 4 ,

lowest seven stone courses which can be seen at ground ¢

level are Herodian. A

Robinson’s Arch and its massive
stairway led from the Tyropoeon
Street below up to the Royal Stoa.

descended from the
ster Gate into the Kidron
Valley and eventually went up to
the Mount of Oiives.

em city wall of Jerusalem

ch, the portico built along the
was a place of congregation
john 10:23; Acts 3:11).

to cleanse before entering the
temple precingts

- . Y NS oL . e Court of the Gentiles was the

— - 1 » RS P area between the soreg and the
Council House for legal proceedings "> R . = outer walks of the early square
~ Temple Mount.

\

The Triple Gate and its stainway

/ 4 The Royal Stoa was a 912 foot (278 m) long portico, containing

/ Z oot ~ four rows of 40 columns. The Sanhedrin met in the central apse

f . after ¢ A0, 30. This may have been where Jesus dleansed the
Smafl shops, which had a narrow street built above them, ' temple. The southeast comer overlooking the Kidron Valley
were buift along the southern wall of the Temple Mount. created a drop of 140 feet (43 m) to the street below, and

300 feet (91 m) to the valley below. This may be the “pinnacle
of the temple” mentioned in Matt. 4:5 and Luke 4:9.
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The Old Testament Sacrificial System — Herod’s Temple

of poor-quality stone
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