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Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda

The Protestant Reformation
A Timeline of Reformers & World Events, c.1300–1650

COLOR KEY ★ Birth of a Reformer ✝ Death of a Reformer Reformation Event World / Political Event

Reformers — Birth & Death Years

Reformer Born Died Tradition Age

John Wycliffe c.1328 1384 Pre-Reformer ~56

Jan Hus c.1369 1415 Pre-Reformer ~46

Erasmus 1466 1536 Humanist 70

Martin Luther 1483 1546 Lutheran 63

Huldrych Zwingli 1484 1531 Reformed 47

Thomas Cranmer 1489 1556 Anglican 67

Martin Bucer 1491 1551 Reformed 60

Peter M. Vermigli 1499 1562 Reformed 63

Heinrich Bullinger 1504 1575 Reformed 71

John Knox c.1514 1572 Presbyterian ~58

Philip Melanchthon 1497 1560 Lutheran 63

William Tyndale c.1494 1536 Anglican/Reformed ~42

John Calvin 1509 1564 Reformed 55

Theodore Beza 1519 1605 Reformed 86

Chronological Timeline of Events

Year Category Event

1309 WORLD Avignon Papacy begins — papal court moves to France ("Babylonian Captivity")

1328 BIRTH ★ John Wycliffe born, Yorkshire, England

1347–51 WORLD Black Death ravages Europe — kills ~1/3 of the population

1369 BIRTH ★ Jan Hus born, Husinec, Bohemia

1377 WORLD Wycliffe censured by Pope Gregory XI; publishes De civili dominio

1378 WORLD The Great Schism begins — three rival popes simultaneously claim authority

1382 REFORM Wycliffe Bible completed — first English translation of Scripture

1384 DEATH ✝ John Wycliffe dies, Lutterworth, England
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1409 WORLD Council of Pisa fails to end the Great Schism; a third pope elected

1414–18 WORLD Council of Constance: ends the Schism; condemns and burns Jan Hus

1415 DEATH ✝ Jan Hus burned at the stake, Constance — "You may roast this goose…"

1417 WORLD Great Schism ends with election of Pope Martin V

1428 WORLD Wycliffe's remains exhumed and burned by order of the Council of Constance

1440 WORLD Gutenberg develops the movable-type printing press — transforms communication

1453 WORLD Fall of Constantinople to the Ottomans; Greek scholars flee West with manuscripts

1466 BIRTH ★ Erasmus born, Rotterdam, Netherlands

1478 WORLD Spanish Inquisition established by Ferdinand and Isabella

1483 BIRTH ★ Martin Luther born, Eisleben, Germany

1484 BIRTH ★ Huldrych Zwingli born, Wildhaus, Switzerland

1489 BIRTH ★ Thomas Cranmer born, Nottinghamshire, England

1491 BIRTH ★ Martin Bucer born, Schlettstadt, Alsace

1492 WORLD Columbus reaches the Americas; Reconquista ends in Spain

1494 BIRTH ★ William Tyndale born, Gloucestershire, England

1497 BIRTH ★ Philip Melanchthon born, Bretten, Germany

1498 WORLD Savonarola burned at the stake in Florence

1499 BIRTH ★ Peter Martyr Vermigli born, Florence, Italy

1503 WORLD Julius II becomes pope — papacy reaches new heights of worldliness

1504 BIRTH ★ Heinrich Bullinger born, Bremgarten, Switzerland

1505 REFORM Luther enters Augustinian monastery after lightning storm near Erfurt

1509 BIRTH ★ John Calvin born, Noyon, France

1509 WORLD Henry VIII becomes King of England; Erasmus writes The Praise of Folly

1512 WORLD Fifth Lateran Council opens — promised reform never materializes

1514 BIRTH ★ John Knox born, Haddington, Scotland

1516 REFORM Erasmus publishes Greek New Testament — provides tool for Reformation exegesis

1517 REFORM Luther posts 95 Theses at Wittenberg (Oct. 31) — the Reformation ignites

1519 BIRTH ★ Theodore Beza born, Vézelay, France

1519 REFORM Leipzig Debate: Luther denies papal and conciliar authority; Zwingli begins reform in Zürich

1521 REFORM Diet of Worms: Luther refuses to recant — "Here I stand!" — declared an outlaw

1521 WORLD Magellan's crew completes first circumnavigation of the globe

1522 REFORM Luther's German New Testament published; Zwingli attacks Lenten fasting

1524–25 WORLD German Peasants' War — Luther distances himself from radical social reform

1525 REFORM Tyndale's English New Testament printed; Anabaptist movement emerges
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1526 WORLD Battle of Mohács — Ottoman Turks defeat Hungary, threaten Vienna

1527 WORLD Sack of Rome by Charles V's troops — papacy humiliated

1529 REFORM Marburg Colloquy: Luther and Zwingli fail to agree on the Lord's Supper

1529 WORLD Ottoman siege of Vienna fails; Diet of Speyer — "Protestants" name first used

1530 REFORM Augsburg Confession presented by Melanchthon — foundational Lutheran document

1531 DEATH ✝ Zwingli killed at the Battle of Kappel (Oct. 11)

1533 WORLD Henry VIII excommunicated; Act of Supremacy — Church of England established (1534)

1534 WORLD Ignatius Loyola founds the Society of Jesus (Jesuits)

1536 REFORM Calvin publishes Institutes of the Christian Religion (1st ed.); arrives in Geneva

1536 DEATH ✝ William Tyndale strangled and burned near Brussels

1536 DEATH ✝ Erasmus dies, Basel, Switzerland

1540 WORLD Jesuits formally approved by Pope Paul III — spearhead Counter-Reformation

1545–63 WORLD Council of Trent — Catholic Church's response to the Reformation

1546 DEATH ✝ Martin Luther dies, Eisleben, Germany (Feb. 18)

1547 WORLD Henry VIII dies; Edward VI becomes king; Protestant reforms advance in England

1549 REFORM Cranmer's Book of Common Prayer — foundational Anglican liturgical document

1551 DEATH ✝ Martin Bucer dies, Cambridge, England

1553 WORLD Mary I ("Bloody Mary") becomes Queen — Catholic restoration in England begins

1555 WORLD Peace of Augsburg — Lutheranism legally recognized in the Holy Roman Empire

1556 DEATH ✝ Thomas Cranmer burned at the stake, Oxford

1558 WORLD Elizabeth I becomes Queen of England — Protestant settlement secured

1559 REFORM Calvin's Geneva Academy founded; French Reformed Church organized; Knox returns to Scotland

1560 DEATH ✝ Philip Melanchthon dies, Wittenberg, Germany

1560 WORLD Scottish Reformation Parliament — Scotland officially adopts Reformed faith

1562 DEATH ✝ Peter Martyr Vermigli dies, Zürich

1562–98 WORLD French Wars of Religion — Catholics vs. Huguenots

1563 REFORM Heidelberg Catechism published — becomes standard Reformed confessional document

1564 DEATH ✝ John Calvin dies, Geneva (May 27)

1572 WORLD St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre — thousands of French Huguenots killed

1572 DEATH ✝ John Knox dies, Edinburgh, Scotland (Nov. 24)

1575 DEATH ✝ Heinrich Bullinger dies, Zürich

1577 REFORM Formula of Concord — settles Lutheran doctrinal disputes after Luther's death

1598 WORLD Edict of Nantes — grants French Huguenots religious freedom

1605 DEATH ✝ Theodore Beza dies, Geneva — last of the first-generation Reformers
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1618–48 WORLD Thirty Years' War — devastating religious and political conflict across Europe

1648 WORLD Peace of Westphalia — ends Thirty Years' War; establishes modern religious pluralism

Sources: Wikipedia, Britannica, World History Encyclopedia · Dates marked c. are approximate


