TRINITY

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Love God. Love People. Love Fort Worth.



Words for Reflection

To practice Advent is to lean into an almost cosmic ache: our deep,
wordless desire for things to be made right and the incompleteness we
find in the meantime. We dwell in a world still racked with conflict,
violence, suffering, darkness. Advent holds space for our grief, and it
reminds us that all of us, in one way or another, are not only wounded
by the evil in the world but are also wielders of it, contributing our own
moments of unkindness or impatience or selfishness.

— Tish Warren

The Advent season is a season of waiting, but our whole life is an
Advent season, that is, a season of waiting for the last Advent, for the
time when there will be a new heaven and a new earth.

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Self-invented punishment does not cleanse. Christ alone cleanses.
Christ all by himself. Now and forever. And on terms of grace.
- Ray Ortlund



Order of Worship

The Second Sunday of Advent
— December 7, 2025 —

Prelude

[saiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose | have in mind;
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, she bore to men a Savior,
When half spent was the night.

Words: 15 Century German, Trans: Theodore Baker
Music: Michael Praetorious, 1609

Advent Reading & Candle Lighting
Reader: We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

Advent means coming. We are preparing for the full coming of God’s
kingdom:

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
—Ilsaiah 7:14 ESV

Reader: Come, Lord Jesus, our light and our salvation.
People: Let us walk in the light of the Lord.



The LORD Calls Us

God invites and calls us into His presence to worship Him. He enters into our busy lives
to speak to us.

The Call to Worship

| wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
and in his word | hope;
my soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.
O Israel, hope in the Lord!
For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.
—Psalm 130:5-7 ESV

Hymn of Praise | Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

We sing praises to God and proclaim through song the good news of what He has done in
Jesus’ death and resurrection. Some songs might be initially unfamiliar, but we believe the
rich, true, beautiful words of these hymns will make their way into your heart.

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it,
Mount of God's unchanging love.

Here | raise my Ebenezer;

Hither by Thy help I'm come;

And | hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.



Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!

Let that grace now like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it,
Prone to leave the God | love;
Here's my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.

Words: Robert Robinson; Tune: Folk Song

Opening Prayer & Lord'’s Prayer

We ask for God to be present among us and conclude with the prayer that Jesus taught
his disciples to pray.

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.



Doxology

Doxology means “glory words.” We lift our voices and our hands to give God glory for
who He is and all that He has done.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The LORD Cleanses Us

God cleanses and restores us through Jesus’ death and resurrection. We fight the
temptation to hide our sin and instead acknowledge it openly to God, but we do so in
light of the grace that is ours in Jesus.

Confession of Sin

Our Father in Heaven,

Forgive us our sins, and cleanse our hearts through the shed blood of
our True Passover Lamb. We thank You that by his atoning sacrifice
for us, we now have full redemption. We pray that by Your Spirit, You
would protect us from attempting to find cleansing or atonement from
any other source. Through Christ we pray. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Forgiveness
You were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers,
not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

—1 Peter 1:18-19 ESV



Hymn of Response | O Come, O Come Emmanuel
We respond in thanks and praise for God'’s redemptive work in Christ.

O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appears.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell Thy people save,
And give them victory over the grave.
(Chorus)

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

And death'’s dark shadows put to flight.
(Chorus)

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
(Chorus)

Words: Latin Hymn; Music: Thomas Helmore; Arr: Sufjan Stevens



Confession of Faith | The Heidelberg Catechism #1

We join the church in history by confessing this basic statement of what Christians
believe.

Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death?

A. That | am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in
death—to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all
my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the
tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that
not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in
heaven; in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.
Because | belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of
eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from
now on to live for him.

The LORD Converses with Us
God speaks to us by His Word, and we respond with prayer, gratitude, and offerings.

The New Testament Lesson Hebrews 9:11-14
God speaks to us by His Word.

9:11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that
have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made
with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered once for all into
the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by
means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if
the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with
the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how
much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from
dead works to serve the living God.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



The Sacrament of Baptism

Mary Blake Bowersox (8:30am)
Theodore Moran Myers (11am)

To the Parents (Cameron & Will Bowersox and Molly & Dylan Myers):

1. Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood of
Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? We do.

2. Do you claim God's covenant promises in their behalf, and do you
look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for their salvation, as you do for
your own? We do.

3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and promise, in
humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before
them a godly example, that you will pray with and for them, that you will
teach them the doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will strive, by
all the means of God's appointment, to bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord? We do.

To the Congregation:

Pastor: Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of
assisting these parents in the Christian nurture of this child?
People: We do.

"For you Jesus came into the world; for you he lived his life; for you he was
crucified; for you he was raised from the dead; and for you he is coming again.
You may not know this story now, but we, your church, promise to tell you this

story until you make it your own.”
(based on French Reformed Baptismal Liturgy)



The Offering

In gratitude, we offer our gifts to God.

Children are now dismissed for TrinityKids (4 years old - 2nd Grade). After the sermon,
their teachers will return them to worship where they will come to you or you may meet
them in the Galveston foyer.

The Prayers of the People
We lift up our requests to God knowing that He hears us when we pray and conclude
with an Advent prayer that focuses on Jesus’ coming.

Financial Update
Lee Tyner

Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly
digest them, that by patience and the comfort of Your holy Word
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ;
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Vocational Prayer Focus: Elected Officials & Public Service Employees

Church Prayer Focus: The Well — Keller
Mission Prayer Focus: Academy 4 — Clarke Elementary
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The Reading of the Word Exodus 12:1-13
God speaks to us by His Word.

12:1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This
month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first
month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on
the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to
their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household is
too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take
according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat
you shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without
blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the
goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month,
when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their
lambs at twilight.

7 "Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall
eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and
bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in
water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you
shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until
the morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it: with your
belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand.
And you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's Passover. 12 For | will pass
through the land of Egypt that night, and | will strike all the firstoorn in
the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt |
will execute judgments: | am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for
you, on the houses where you are. And when | see the blood, | will pass
over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when | strike the
land of Egypt.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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The Preaching of the Word

Pastor Brian Davis

Behold the Lamb of God
“The Passover Lamb”

Sermon Notes
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The LORD Communes with Us

God invites us to feast with Him at His Table.

The Celebration of Holy Communion

Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal of
baptized Christians. It's not a meal for good people. It's a meal for desperate people
who trust in Jesus alone for salvation, who are at peace with God and with their
neighbor, and who seek strength and grace to live more faithfully with Jesus. You will be
invited to come forward. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in
this meal today, we encourage you to use the prayers printed below and spend this time
in reflection or prayer.

Children who have not received their first communion are welcome to come forward
with their families. We invite children who are ready to make a public profession of faith
in Christ to arrange a meeting with the elders, and thus become “communicants” at the
Lord’s Table.

*Note about communion wine: We serve wine during communion. If you'd prefer non-alcoholic
grape juice, please indicate by pointing at the tray.

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts!

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution

Pastor: Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:

People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Hallelujah!

Pastor: Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
Hallelujah!

People: Therefore, let us keep the feast.

Pastor: The gifts of God for the people of God.
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Prayers During Communion

A prayer for those searching for truth:

Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim is
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.
Give me the ability to follow you no matter what it might cost me. Give me an
understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, and leads to the life that
you promise. Amen.

A prayer of belief:

Lord Jesus, | admit that | am weaker and more sinful than | ever believed, but
through you, | am more loved and accepted than | ever dared hope. | thank you
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering
forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead
and are now representing me at the Father's right hand in heaven, | turn from
my sins and receive you as my savior. Amen.

A prayer for those struggling against sin:

Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,
looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

A prayer for covenant children who have not yet made a profession of
faith:

Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
family where | am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
your disciples. Amen.
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Hymns for Communion

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent
Let all mortal flesh keep silence
And with fear and trembling stand
Ponder nothing worldly minded
For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God
To earth descendeth
Our full homage to demand

King of kings yet born of Mary
As of old on earth He stood
Lord of lords in human vesture
In the body and the blood
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heav'nly food

At His feet the six winged seraph
Cherubim with sleepless eye
Veil their faces to the Presence
As with ceaseless voice they cry
Alleluia alleluia alleluia
Lord Most High

Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way
As the Light of light descendeth
From the realms of endless day
That the pow'rs of hell may vanish
As the darkness clears away

Words: Translated by Gerard Moultrie; Music: Picardy
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How Long?
How long? Will You turn Your face away?
How long? Do You hear us when we pray?
On and on, still we walk this pilgrim way - How long?

How long 'til Your children find their rest?
How long 'til You draw them to Your breast?
We go on holding to Your promises - How long?

"Til You wipe away the tears from ev'ry eye
'Til we see our home descending from the sky
Do we wait in vain? Jesus, give us hope again!

How long 'til Your word will still the storm?
How long 'til You bare Your mighty arm?
How we groan 'til You snatch us from the thorns - How long?
(Chorus)

How long? Sweet the dawn that ends the race.
How long? Weak our hearts but strong our legs.
Looking on - great that cloud of witnesses! How long?
(Chorus)

Words: Samuel John Stone; Music: Brian Moss
Music: Jean Sibelius

Life at Trinity
16



The LORD Commissions Us

God blesses us and sends us out to be a part of His mission to Fort Worth & the world.

Departing Hymn | All Must Be Well

We respond in faith and song.

Through the love of God our Savior,

All will be well

Free and changeless is His favor,

All'is well

Precious is the blood that healed us

Perfect is the grace that sealed us

Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us
All must be well

Though we pass through tribulation,
All will be well

Ours is such a full salvation,

All'is well

Happy still in God confiding

Fruitful if in Christ abiding

Steadfast through the Spirit's guiding
All must be well

We expect a bright tomorrow;

All will be well

Faith can sing through days of sorrow,
All'is well

On our Father's love relying

Jesus every need supplying

Yes in living or in dying

All must be well
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On our Father's love relying
Jesus every need supplying
Yes in living or in dying

All must be well

Words: Mary Bowley Peters, Matthew S. Smith; Music: Matthew S. Smith

The Benediction

God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our
heads. We lift them up and even lift up our hands to receive his blessing as we are sent
out as participants in His mission to Fort Worth.

The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine
upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance
upon you and give you peace.

—Numbers 6:24-26 ESV

The Sending

The people of God are sent into the world to love God, love people, and love Fort
Worth.

Pastor: Let us go forth to serve Fort Worth and the world as those who
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
People: Thanks be to God!
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Announcements

Trinity Christmas Party

Please join us for our annual Christmas party as we give “A Toast to the
King” on Thursday, December 11 from 7-10pm! College-aged students
and up. This a perfect opportunity to invite someone who has never
been to Trinity before — or to come if you are new to our church. We
will have small bites, sips, and desserts — and you may want to wear
your dancing shoes, too! Please register in the Church Center app by
December 7. Contact Susan Tyner (susan@trinitypresfw.org) if you have
any questions.

VBS Save the Date
3...2...1 BLAST OFF! Save the date for Trinity’s Space Mission VBS the
first week of June! Details to come.

Christmas Eve Services RSVP

We're excited to celebrate another Christmas Eve together as a church
family! We're planning for two family-friendly Christmas Eve services
that will last about one hour each. We'll have one at 4pm and another at
5:30pm. We won't have nursery available at either, because both will be
kid-friendly throughout. In order to best accommodate our visitors,
members, regular attenders, and guests, we're asking people to

RSVP this year. This doesn't absolutely commit you to the service for
which you register! But we need to get some idea of the numbers at
each service. Please scan the QR code below to RSVP.




Advent & Christmas at Trinity
e 12/7 Angeltree Gifts Due
e 12/11 Trinity Christmas Party
e 12/14 Youth Christmas Party
e 12/24 Christmas Eve Services

Prayer Guides

Please pick up a copy of our Advent Prayer Guides in the Galveston
foyer and at the Info Desk in the Fellowship Hall and join us in the
chapel on Friday mornings at 8am for prayer. Anyone is welcome to
join!

Budget Update

Our fiscal year runs June — May. Here's where we are through Nov:

Giving Budget $1,070,186
Monies Received* $893,483
Shortfall ($176,703)

As a reminder, your faithful giving sustains not only our church but also
supports other churches and ministries such as the NET. If you'd like a
YTD statement, please contact John Allison
(operations@trinitypresfw.org). *Income does not include capital fund
giving. Give easily by scanning the QR code below.
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To the Parents of Young Children

Welcome! We are so glad you are here. We believe the church is for
all people, even children, and we want Trinity to be a church where
children are both seen and heard. So don't worry if your children
wiggle in the pews or make a little noise! We invite you to keep your
children in our service and help them understand what is going on,
sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children learn
how to worship by imitating you. We say parts of our worship service
every week in order to help our non-reading children to participate,
and we have children’s bulletins available in the back. There are also
ages, stages, and times when it might not be best for your children
to be in worship. We have a nursery program that is set up to handle
children from birth to 4 years old, and a TrinityKids program during
the sermon for children 4 years old through 2nd grade. We also have
a nursing mothers’ room available off of the Fellowship Hall (basement
level) if you need to nurse or change a diaper! All nursery staff and
volunteers have been through both background checks and Ministry
Safe training. Parents often check their children out of the nursery
and/or TrinityKids prior to Communion so that they can help lead us
in our departing hymn.

The Liturgy

Our order of worship may be new to you. Every worship service in
every church has a structure. We want to be intentional about ours as
it is a real back-and-forth conversation between us and God. He calls
us to worship, and then we respond and move through the different
elements of the service. We have both spontaneous, personal
prayers as well as ancient, printed prayers. Please look over the
service beforehand to see what we will hear and say along the way.
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Welcome Notepads

At some point during service, a welcome pad will be passed down
your row. We would love for you to fill it out and pass it to the
person on your right, so that we will have record of your visit. We
promise we won't spam you.

Lost and Found

If you have misplaced something, please check our Lost & Found. It is
located in a cabinet behind the Information Desk in the Fellowship Hall.

Online Giving

If you'd prefer to give online as either a one-time gift or as a
recurring gift, you may do so through our website:
www.trinitypresfw.org/give. Giving is seen only by the Deacon & the
team in charge of counting the offering for that particular day, our
Director of Operations, and our Church Administrator.

Church Office Hours

Our office is closed on Mondays and open Tuesday through Friday
9am —4pm.

Christian Formation Classes/Rooms:
e 4s—-Room 116
e 5s/Kindergarten — Room 214
o 15%/2"d Grades — Room 215
e 39/4* Grades — Room 217
e 5%/6™ Grades — Room 219
e Middle School — Room 220
e High School - Room 221
e Adult-FH
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Church Contact Information

Pastoral Staff

Brian Davis, Lead Pastor
brian@trinitypresfw.org
817-789-8501

Staff

John Allison, Director of Operations
operations@trinitypresfw.org

Christi Griffin, Nursery Coordinator
nursery@trinitypresfw.org

Courtney Jewett, Administration
admin@trinitypresfw.org

Wade Jewett, Music
music@trinitypresfw.org

Emily McNay, Communications Coordinator
communications@trinitypresfw.org

John Porter, Youth Director
john@trinitypresfw.org

Susan Tyner, Director of Ministry
susan@trinitypresfw.org

Emily Williams, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
children@trinitypresfw.org

Women's Shepherding Team
Anna Allison
annamallison@gmail.com

Amy Barker
amybarker625@yahoo.com

Kara Simonson
karasimonson@gmail.com

Julie Wileman
jbwileman@gmail.com

Deaconesses

Becky Burt
legallady@aol.com

Merrill Douglass
merrilldouglass12@gmail.com
Michelle Norris
gifford.m4609@gmail.com
Meggie Schissler

mtschissler@gmail.com
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Elders

Jerry Bolz
jerry.bolz@worthcre.net
Mark Denton
mjdenton56@gmail.com
Wade Jewett
jewettwade@gmail.com
Walt Jones
waltparke@gmail.com
Graham Norris
graham.norris22@gmail.com
Lee Tyner
leetyner2@gmail.com
David Westerfield
david@davidwesterfield.net

Deacons

John Ainsworth
duncains@gmail.com

John Allison
johntallison@gmail.com
Greg Barker
gbark22@hotmail.com
Mark Evans
mhev@yahoo.com

Matt Hatcher
mohatcher@gmail.com

Matt McCarty
matt.mccarty4055@yahoo.com
Ryan Opgenorth
ryanopgenorth2@gmail.com
Cameron Pybus
cam.pybus@gmail.com
Brendan Reagan
reagan.brendan@gmail.com
Andrew Reed
aar831@gmail.com

Deacon of the Day
Greg Barker



Trinity Presbyterian Church

Our Mission
Trinity exists to embrace, embody, and extend the redemptive message of Jesus to
the people and places of Fort Worth and beyond.

Our Core Commitments
Trinity is a gospel-centered church committed to following Jesus by...

e Worshipping God together through historic liturgy that is rich,
accessible, and emotionally honest

e Striving to know and be known in our life together

e Engaging in formative spiritual practices

e Extending the welcome of the gospel in word and deed

e Serving our city

Meeting Address: 207 West Broadway, Fort Worth, TX 76104
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 100754, Fort Worth, TX 76185

Web: www.trinitypresfw.org
682.703.2120

We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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