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Vision & Mission

• Vision: Trinity Church Wayzata exists to be a surprisingly loving 

and welcoming congregation where anyone and everyone can 

experience radical grace, enjoy genuine community, and engage 

in the renewal of society; for the glory of God and the good of 

the Twin Cities. 

• Mission: to make the unexpectedly good news about Jesus 

Christ known in the western suburbs; through gospel-centered 

worship, teaching, and service.



Values

• Radical GRACE: We strive to extend grace to one another just 

like God has extended grace to us.

• Humble GRATITUDE: We recognize everything we are and 

everything we have is from God; not us.

• Spiritual GROWTH: We make an effort to grow spiritually by 

practicing the ordinary means of grace.

• Multiple GENERATIONS: We strive to reach people, and raise up 

leaders, from every generation. 

• Courageous GENEROSITY:  We give generously of our time, 

talent, and treasure because God has been generous to us. 



Strategic Anchors 

• Biblically Reformed: Rooted in God’s Word as our final 

authority for faith and life. 

(Ps 19:7, Prov 30:5, Acts 4:12, Rom 1:17, Rom 11:36, Eph 2:8–9, 2 Tim 3:16, 2 Pet 1:21).

• Gospel-centered: Everything we do flows from and points to the 

good news of Jesus Christ.

(Gen 3:15, Isa 53:5–6, Luke 24:27, John 5:39, Acts 10:43, Rom 1:1–4, 1 Cor 15:3–4, 2 Tim 3:15).

• City-facing: Oriented outward toward our neighbors and the 

nations with love, service and church planting. 

(Deut. 15:7–8, Prov 31:8–9, Matt 25:40, Matt 28:19–20, Acts 14:21–23, Rom 10:14–15, Gal 2:10). 



Gospel-Centered

• What is the gospel?

• The gospel is the good news about the life, death, burial, and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ and how it promises freedom from the penalty, power, and 

eventually presence of sin, through union with Christ, by faith, to all who 

truly believe. 

• What are the gospel promises?

• The gospel promises are the numerous ways believing the gospel 

transforms the life of the believer. 



You Are Chosen!

(Election)

A New Identity

You Are A Child of God!

(Adoption)

A New Family

You Are Accepted!

(Justification)

New Standing

You Are Forgiven!

(Propitiation, Expiation)

A New Position

All Things Will Be Restored!

(Glorification)

A New Hope

You Are Being Transformed!

(Sanctification)

A New Victory

You Have Been Delivered!

(Redemption)

A New Power

You Are Spiritually Alive!

(Regeneration)

A New Life

© Steven L. Childers



Romans 1:8-16 

First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is 
proclaimed in all the world. 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in 
the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 10 always in my prayers, 
asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to you.11 
For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen 
you— 12 that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both 
yours and mine. 13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often 
intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may 
reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. 14 I am 
under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the 
foolish. 15 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 16 For 
I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.



Why Gospel-Centered?

• “The gospel is not the ABC’s of Christianity; it’s the A-Z of 

Christianity.” T. Keller

• [The gospel] is “the principal article of all Christian doctrine, 

wherein the knowledge of all godliness consists. Most necessary 

it is, therefore, that we should know this article well, teach it 

unto others, and beat it into their heads continually.” 

Martin Luther, Protestant Reformer

• TCW is committed to being a genuinely gospel-centered church. 



What’s the Difference? 

“The truth is like a road; on either side is a ditch. The devil does 

not care which side of the road we fall into, so long as he pushes 

us off.” Martin Luther, Protestant Reformer (paraphrased) 

 Liberalism   Gospel-Centered    Legalism

   

   
Liberal churches 

minimize or 

dismiss God’s 

Word, reshaping 

truth to fit culture.

(Rejection of the law)

Legalistic churches 

exalt rules and 

traditions as if 

salvation depends 

on them.

(Reliance on the law)



Mainline (Liberal) Church Decline

Virtually every liberal 

denomination has been 

experiencing precipitous 

decline, while bible-

believing churches and 

denominations have been 

steady or growing during 

the same time period.  



Doctrine & Culture

• Gospel Doctrine creates Gospel Culture: 

• “Truth without grace is harsh and ugly. Grace without truth is sentimental 

and cowardly. The living Christ is full of grace and truth (John 1:14).” 

--Ray Ortlund 

Gospel Doctrine – Gospel Culture = Hypocrisy (legalism)

Gospel Culture – Gospel Doctrine = Fragility  (liberalism)

Gospel Doctrine + Gospel Culture = Power  (gospel-centered)
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