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Membership Questions (vows)

1. Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly 

deserving His displeasure, and without hope save [except] in His sovereign 

mercy?

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of 

sinners, and do you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is 

offered in the Gospel?

3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of 

the Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of 

Christ?

4. Do you promise to support the church in its worship and work to the 

best of your ability?

5. Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the 

church, and promise to study its purity and peace?



Reformed Theology

People who hold to Reformed (Covenant) Theology do so because they believe it 

most faithfully reflects what the Bible teaches. Many people say, “I believe the 

Bible,” but the real question is: what does the Bible actually teach?

The Apostle Paul emphasized the importance of sound doctrine (1 Tim. 4:16; 

Rom. 16:17; 1 Tim. 6:3–4), and Jesus warned against man-made teachings being 

treated as God’s truth (Mark 7:7; Matt. 22:29). At TCW, we believe faithfulness to 

God requires pursuing and promoting sound, biblical doctrine.

While we do not require members to hold to Reformed theology, we ask that they 

seek to understand it and agree not to stir up division by teaching against it. 



The Five Solas of the Reformation

Sola Scriptura Scripture alone is infallible & authoritative 

Sola Gratia We are saved by grace alone

Sola Fide We are saved through faith alone 

Solus Christus We’re saved by Christ alone

Soli Deo Gloria All glory belongs to God alone 



Doctrine of Scripture (The Bible is totally true & fully authoritative)

Spoken by God 2 Tim. 3:16

Superintended by the Spirit 2 Pet. 1:21; John 14:26

True (every word) Prov. 30:5; Matt. 5:18

Spiritually discerned 1 Cor. 2:14

Eternal, lasts forever Isa. 40:8



The Doctrines of Grace

The Doctrines of Grace describe how salvation is entirely a work 

of God’s sovereign grace from beginning to end. They teach that 

humans are totally unable to save themselves, that God 

unconditionally chooses whom He will save, that Christ’s 

atonement effectively redeems His people, that the Holy Spirit 

irresistibly draws the elect to faith, and that God preserves 

believers to the end. Together, these truths magnify God’s glory 

and ensure that salvation rests fully on His mercy, not human 

effort.

Many know the Doctrines of Grace as: “T.U.L.I.P.”



Total Depravity: All people are born sinful and spiritually dead. Every 

part of our nature is affected by sin, and we are unable to come to God 

apart from His grace.

All evil all the time Gen. 6:5; 8:21

No one does good Ps. 14:3; Rom. 3:12

Cannot obey Rom. 8:7

Cannot understand 1 Cor. 2:14

Cannot see John 3:3



Unconditional Election: God chose certain individuals for salvation 

before the foundation of the world, not based on anything they would 

do, but solely because of His mercy and will.

Foreknowledge Rom. 8:29-30

Predestined for Adoption Eph. 1:4-5

Predestined for Conformity Rom. 8:29

Sovereignty Rom. 9:11-18

Security John 6:39



Limited Atonement: Jesus died specifically and effectively to save His 

elect people, fully accomplishing their redemption on the cross.

Those given to Him John 6:37; 17:9

His Sheep John 10:14-15

His people Matthew 1:21

“The world” ≠ All People Luke 2:1; John 12:32

Definite Ransom Rev. 5:9 



Irresistible Grace: When God calls a person to Himself through the Holy 

Spirit, that call is effective; they will respond in faith and repentance.

Effectual calling Rom. 8:30; John 6:44

No one can resist Rom. 9:19

General call (to all) Matt 22:14

Intervention Acts 16:14; 1 Pet. 1:23

New heart Eze. 36:25-27



Perseverance of the Saints: Those whom God saves will never be 

lost. He sustains them in faith, and they will persevere to the end.

Justified → Glorified Rom. 8:29-30

God will complete His work Phil 1:6

Those who leave, didn’t believe 1 John 2:19

No one can remove you John 10:28
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