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 Valley Presbyterian Church exists to make disciples of Jesus by going into 
the world as God’s sent church to establish His presence, by gathering for 
public worship through Word and Sacrament, and by growing in the grace 

and knowledge of Jesus Christ through doctrine and catechism. 

 
 
 
 

Service Time: 
11:00 am 

Location: 
9200 Haskell Avenue | North Hills, CA 91343 
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elcome to Valley Presbyterian Church! 
We trust that you will experience the presence of Christ 

and the welcome of his people as you gather with us this morning. 
Below are a series of answers to questions that are often asked 
about our worship service. We hope that you will find them 
informative. If you have any other questions, please feel free to 
contact our pastors directly at valleypresbyterian@gmail.com 

Does your church have a statement of 
faith? 
Yes! Valley Presbyterian Church is part of the 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), and as a part 
of the PCA we subscribe to a document called the 
Westminster Standards. This document consists of the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, and two Catechisms 
(the Larger and Shorter Catechisms) which are meant 
to be helpful teaching tools for the people of God. The 
Westminster Standards can be found online, but the 
basics of what we believe can be found in your 
bulletin. We confess these basics every week when we 
recite the Nicene Creed, which has been a summary 
of the Christian faith for over 1,500 years! 

Why is your worship so liturgical? 
Believe it or not, every church is liturgical. Some 
liturgies consist of three songs, announcements, a 50-
minute sermon, etc. Those liturgies tend to reflect 
many Christian churches in North America. Our 
worship service is ordered the way that it is because it 
is a reflection of how God has met with his people 
throughout the history of the world. Here’s a 
breakdown of why we do what we do: 

God Gathers His People 
At the appointed time, the Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ gathers for worship, recognizing that God 
Himself has brought together His people. 
 
We Come to God by Faith 
In continued response to God’s call to worship, we 
offer our first prayer to God. This prayer also reflects 
our adoration and affection for God, acknowledging 
Him as our Creator and Redeemer. 

God Reshapes the Hearts and Lives of His 
People  
God once again addresses us directly through His holy 
Word. As we are faced with God’s perfect holiness, 
there is only one appropriate response—the confession 
of our sin. Having heard God’s Law and having 
confessed our sins, what we need most is to have the 
gospel of Jesus Christ proclaimed to us! It is here that 
God assures us of His forgiveness and Fatherly love 
toward us! 
 
God Uses His People in His Service 
We now enter into a time of intercessory prayer, both 
for Christ’s church and the world. The Kingdom of 
God is built through the prayers of the church, so we 
pray because we are given this privilege as His 
servant- people. In grateful response to all of God’s 
gifts to us, we offer a token of appreciation to Him. 
Our financial gifts to God are the confession of our 
stewardship. 
 
God Speaks to Us Through His Word 
The preaching of the Word is the primary way God 
addresses sinners to receive salvation and to grow in it. 
Thus, in preaching, God continues to speak to us with 
the love of Jesus. 
 
God Renews His Covenant with Us 
The reading and the preaching of the Word is when 
God audibly speaks His gospel to us, then the 
administration of the sacraments is when God visibly 
shows His gospel to us. The Lord’s Supper is God 
visibly communing with us at His table. 
 
God Sends His People Out with His Blessing 
Just as God initiated worship, so now God concludes 
worship with His benediction, His “good word.” In 
the benediction, God, through the Pastor, blesses His 
beloved people. We can all objectively say after 
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worship that we were blessed. As it is not a prayer, but 
a pronouncement, we lift up our faces to the Lord as 
He blesses us, for His face shines upon us and His 
grace and peace are ours forevermore. 

Why is there so much Scripture reading in 
your worship service? 
The Bible is central in our worship service because we 
believe the Bible is God’s word, and we need to hear 
from God when we gather together. One of Jesus’ 
apostles, Paul, wrote, “Until I come, devote yourself to 
the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, and to 
teaching.” (1 Tim. 4:13) It is through God’s word that 
faith is created in our hearts (Rom. 10:17), and we are 
made holy (John 17:17). 

Why do you take communion most 
Sundays? 
Communion is a Holy Sacrament of the Church 
(along with Baptism). The word Sacrament is a 
translation of a Greek word which means “mystery.” 
Baptism and Communion are the “mysteries” of the 
church, because through them God works powerfully 
through his Word and Spirit nourishing our faith with 
Christ and all his benefits. Holy Communion is not an 
empty ritual, or a mere “remembrance” of Jesus’ 
death, it is fellowship with the risen Christ. In Holy 
Communion, Jesus and all of his gifts are offered to 
the faithful. 

Communion Information 
We are serving both juice and wine as we partake of 
the Lord’s Supper together. Both juice and wine serve 
as appropriate elements of communion as both fit the 
biblical requirement of being fruit of the vine. If you 
have never been baptized, or if you are not a 

Christian, please abstain from taking Communion. If 
you’d like to take Communion, or to be baptized, 
speak to either of the Pastors, or to one of the Elders. 
We would be happy to assist you in taking steps 
toward Baptism, or your first Communion. 

Communion is for baptized, repentant, and believing 
Christians. Let us come to Christ’s table together 
rejoicing in our salvation! 

Why do you baptize babies? 
We baptize the children of believing parents because it 
is in line with the teaching of Scripture. We don’t 
baptize babies because it’s a nice tradition, or because 
it’s what the universal church practiced up until the 
time of the Reformation. In the Bible, the children of 
believers are always treated as holy members of God’s 
church by virtue of God’s promises (1 Cor. 7:14). In 
the Old Testament, God commanded that the sign of 
membership in God’s visible church be given to 
infants who didn’t yet have faith (Gen.17:12). This 
principle still stands with the New Testament sign of 
Baptism (Acts 2:39; 16:15.) 

Why is worship led by Pastors and 
Elders? 
Pastors and Elders are those whom Christ has gifted 
and have been set apart by ordination by the 
Presbytery or congregation to be God’s representatives 
and under shepherds of the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
don’t submit to God’s Word because it comes from 
charismatic teachers, or funny communicators; we 
submit to it because it comes from those who have 
been set apart for the office of elder to speak the truth 
in love that we may grow more and more into the 
image of Christ.
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Prelude  

Welcome  

          LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 

                                                                                              Ben Mason 
   

    Elder Edgar Figueroa  

GOD GATHERS HIS PEOPLE 
Call to Worship + 

 
 

Doxology 
#733 +  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all 
creatures here below: Alleluia, alleluia! Praise him above, ye 
heav’nly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

WE COME TO GOD BY FAITH 
Invocation  
& Prayer  
of Adoration + 
 

 
 

 

Salutation + 
 

 

Confession of Faith  
 

The Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried; he descended into hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Psalm #98C + 
 

Psalm 98C 
     Music on page 9 
Sing a new song to Jehovah for the wonders he has wrought; 
His right hand and arm most holy triumph to his cause have brought. 
In his love and tender mercy he has made salvation known, 
In the sight of ev’ry nation he his righteousness has shown. 
 

Truth and mercy toward his people he has ever kept in mind, 
And his full and free salvation he has shown to all mankind.  
Sing, O earth, sing, to Jehovah, praises to Jehovah sing; 
With the swelling notes of music shout before the Lord, the King. 
 

Seas with all your fullness thunder, all earth’s peoples now rejoice; 
Floods and hills in praise uniting, to the Lord lift up your voice. 
For, behold, the Lord is coming, robed in justice and in might; 
He alone will judge the nations, and his judgment shall be right.  

 

GOD RESHAPES THE HEARTS AND LIVES OF HIS PEOPLE 
Call to Confession 
 

 
 

Through Confessing 
Our Sins Publicly & 
Privately  
 

 Incomprehensible, Great, and Glorious God, we adore You 
and abase ourselves. We approach You mindful that our 
thoughts are not screened from Your gaze, our secret sins 
blaze in the light of Your countenance. Give us an increasing 
conviction of our tendency to err, and of our exposure to sin. 
Help us to feel more of the purifying softening influence of 
religion, its compassion, love, pity, courtesy, and employ us 
as Your instrument in blessing others. Help us to 
distinguish between a mere form of godliness and its power, 
between life and a name to live, between guile and truth, 
between hypocrisy and a religion that is pure in your sight. 
If we are not right, set us right, keep us right; that we may 
come to Your house in peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
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Assurance of  
Pardon 
 

  
 

Song + 
 

Oh, to See the Dawn (The Power of the Cross) 
 

Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day;  
Christ on the road to Calvary. 
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then nailed to a cross of wood.  
This the pow’r of the cross: Christ became sin for us. 
Took the blame, bore the wrath; we stand forgiven at the cross.  
 

Oh, to see the pain written on Your face,  
Bearing the awesome weight of sin. 
Ev’ry bitter thought, ev’ry evil deed crowning Your blood-stained brow.  
This the pow’r of the cross: Christ became sin for us. 
Took the blame, bore the wrath; we stand forgiven at the cross.  
 

Now the daylight flees; now the ground beneath  
Quakes as its Maker bows His head.  
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life—“Finished!” the victory cry. 
This the pow’r of the cross: Christ became sin for us. 
Took the blame, bore the wrath; we stand forgiven at the cross.  
 

Oh, to see my name written in the wounds, 
For through Your suff’ring I am free. 
Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live,  
Won through Your selfless Love! 
This the pow’r of the cross: Son of God—slain for us. 
What a love, what a cost! We stand forgiven at the cross. 
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GOD USES HIS PEOPLE IN HIS SERVICE 
 

Prayer of the  
Church 

  

The Lord’s Prayer  Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

As We Give to  
God’s Work  

 

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

Old and New 
Testament  
Readings + 
 

 
Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 1:9-18 
 

New Testament Reading: John 7:1-24 

Gloria Patri 
#734 +  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen. 

 
Scripture Reading  Mark 5:1-20 

Message  “Jesus Cleanses the Unclean”                                             Grant Gates 
 
 

GOD RENEWS HIS COVENANT WITH US 
Communion 
 

  

Passing of the  
Peace +  
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT WITH HIS BLESSING 
Hymn #455 + 
 

 And Can It Be That I Should Gain 
 

And can it be that I should gain an int’rest in the Savior’s blood? 
Died he for me, who caused his pain?  
For me, who him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be  
That thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 

He left his Father’s throne above (so free, so infinite his grace!), 
Humbled himself (so great his love!), 
And bled for all his chosen race. 
‘Tis mercy all, immense and free;  
For, O my God, it found out me. 
Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay fast bound in sin and nature’s night;  
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray:  
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;  
My chains fell off, my heart was free;  
I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 
Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

 

No condemnation now I dread; Jesus, and all in him, is mine! 
Alive in him, my living Head,  
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach th’eternal throne,  
And claim the crown, through Christ, my own. 
Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 

God’s Benediction 
 

  

Postlude   
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Community Groups 
We grow together in our faith, not just on 
Sunday mornings but by gathering to 
share meals, talk about the Bible, and 
pray with each other. Check out one of 
our community groups nearest to you! 
(VPC Community Groups meet 1st & 3rd 
Sundays Sept—May) 

Burbank-Glendale-Pasadena 
6:00pm 
Leader: Elder Bruce Mateko 
Contact: 818-894-9200 
Topic: Proverbs 

North Hills 
2nd Sunday at 3:30pm  
Leader: Elder Jaime Garcia  
Contact: 818-631-0408 
Topic: Westminster Confession of Faith 

Northridge 
Sunday at 7:00pm/monthly 
Leaders: Elders Bruce Mateko & Larry 
Shaw 
Contact: 818-886-1233 
Topic: Pray Big by Alistair Begg 

Santa Clarita 
2nd & 4th Sundays at 5:00pm  
Leader: TBD 
Contact: 818-894-9200 
Topic: Proverbs 

Valencia/Santa Clarita 
Sunday at 2:00pm 
Leaders: Elders Jesse Cook & Edgar 
Figueroa 
Contact: 818-894-9200 
Topic: Westminster Catechism 

West Hills 
Sunday at 6:30/monthly 
Leaders: Nathan Maack (assisting Elder 
John Martinez) 
Contact: (917) 916-7550 
Topic: Acts 

 Sunday Morning Sunday School & Worship 
Adult & Children’s Sunday School  
Prayer at 9:40am.  
Sunday School at 10:00-10:45am. Classes are held for both our children (ages 3 and 
above) and adults each week. For more information see below: 
 

Adult: 
Study on Reformed Theology | Downstairs Fellowship Room 

Children’s Sunday School for Summer | Brewer Hall & Galpin 
Pre-K-2nd Grade, Sue Colunga 

        GCP – Kids Quest Catechism Club 

3rd-6th Grade, Theresa Martinez 
        G2R: Job to Malachi 

7th-8th Grade, Alen Ovasapyan 
        Westminster Shorter Catechism 

9th-12th Grade, Elder John Martinez 
        Virtue Ethics 

Post-Worship Fellowship & Snack 
Refreshments and fellowship on the North Patio. 

Children are Welcome in Worship | Nursery Available 
As part of the covenant family of God, we encourage you to keep your children with 
you in worship regardless of their age, so that they may follow your example in 
worshipping God. Don’t worry if your children are a bit restless or noisy. However, if 
your child needs an alternate location, please use the Fellowship Room right off the 
Narthex. 
 

The nursery is open, and wonderful volunteers are ready to watch your little ones 
during the church service. Please visit the nursery for more information! 
 

Prayer & Praise 
Please continue to pray for Pastor Ron Svendsen as he continues treatment. 
Jackie Walker has contracted Bell’s Palsy and has requested prayer for healing and 
patience as she goes through it. 
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Serving at VPC 
Weekly Communion  
Set-Up 
We need more volunteers to 
help prepare and cleanup the 
weekly Communion elements. 
If interested, please see Nathan 
Maack for more information. 

Music Ministry & 
Audio & Visual Team  
We are looking for singers and 
instrumentalists who are 
interested in serving on the 
music team. Additional 
volunteers to run sound for the 
service and capture video for 
the livestream are needed. 
Training is provided.               
If willing to serve, please email 
Ben Mason at 
info@benmasonmusic.com. 

Ushers & Parking Lot 
Security Volunteers 
Please contact Ed Arreaga at 
earreaga@verizon.net for more 
information.  

Meal Ministry 
If you, or anyone you know at 
VPC is in a difficult season 
where meals would be helpful, 
please reach out to the Deacons 
or directly to Theresa Martinez 
(jtmarz06@gmail.com), to set 
up a meal train so we may 
serve you. 

Nursery Volunteers 
Please consider serving in the 
nursery! We need more adult 
volunteers and helpers to add 
to our rotating nursery 
schedule. Please reach out to 
Jess Herr if you have any 
questions 

 

 Announcements and Upcoming Events 
Connecting at VPC 
If you are a new or recent visitor to Valley Presbyterian Church, please email the church at 
valleypresbyterian@gmail.com so that we may add you to the VPC email list to keep you in the 
loop with the latest church news.  

Women in the Word | On Summer Break 
We meet in the VPC Fellowship room on Tuesday mornings. Please join us for a time in God’s 
word and prayer as we enjoy coffee, refreshment, friendship, and wonderful conversations. No 
childcare is provided. We are continuing in Tim Keller’s book Romans 8-16. 

Women’s Tuesday Evening Book Study | Tuesday, August 4th  
Please join us at the Martinez home for a time of discussion and encouragement around God’s 
Word as we read the book Echoes of Exodus: Tracing Themes of Redemption through Scripture by Alistair J. 
Roberts and Andrew Wilson. Contact Theresa Martinez at jtmarz06@gmail.com for more 
information and the address. 

The Southwest Reformed Youth Camp 
The 2026 Southwest Reformed Youth Camp is happening this year from August 3-7 at Palomar 
Christian Conference Center in Palomar Mountain, CA. This Reformed Christian Youth Camp 
is for junior high and senior high students and is the only youth camp of its kind in the 
southwestern US. This will be our fourth year in attendance. We look forward to the youth getting 
outdoors, competing in team activities, building friendships, and, most importantly, worshiping 
our gracious God and meditating upon his Word! The theme this year is “Faith, Hope, and Love: 
1 Corinthian 13:13.” Announcements and information will be given closer to the date. In the 
meantime, please contact Elder John Martinez if you have questions. 

Sunday Supper | August 30, After Service 
Mark your calendars for our next Sunday Supper and join us for a fellowship meal following the 
worship service! Please bring a dish to share. There are food warmers, a refrigerator, and outlets 
available to place food when you arrive at VPC. Please reach out to Nikki Siddall with any 
questions.  

 

 

 

-If you need assistance, please ask an usher- 
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