The Gift of Godly Examples (12/8/24)

Main Verses: Luke 2:22-24

Key Verse: Luke 2:22

‘Takeaway': The earthly parents of Jesus were not perfect, but they were
examples to all their children (& to us!) of loving devotion & humble obedience
to God.

Getting Started: Why do you think it’s important to follow the rules?
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READ: Luke 2:22-24 (or have older kids help read).

Some QUESTIONS to consider:

Toddler/PreK:
® Why were the earthly parents of Jesus taking him to Jerusalem? How old was Jesus?
® What do we learn about the earthly parents of Jesus from these verses?
® What example do they set for us?

Elementary:
® Why were the earthly parents of Jesus taking him to Jerusalem? How old was Jesus?
® What do we learn about the earthly parents of Jesus from these verses?
® What example do they set for us?

Here are some IMPORTANT IDEAS we discover in these verses:
Toddler/PreK:
® Mary & Joseph are following the requirements of the Mosaic Law (see Leviticus 12:3-4); thus, they
are obeying God’s commandments regarding purification following the birth of a child.
® Jesus had been circumcised on the 8th day per the law, & now he was approximately 40 days old.
® Jesus’ earthly parents offer a sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves (or pigeons) which tells us they
were either poor or of modest means.
® Jesus’ earthly parents give us an example of loving devotion & obedience to God.
Elementary:
® Mary & Joseph are following the requirements of the Mosaic Law (see Leviticus 12:3-4); thus, they
are obeying God's commandments regarding purification following the birth of a child.
® Jesus had been circumcised on the 8th day per the law, & now he was approximately 40 days old.
® Jesus’ earthly parents offer a sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves (or pigeons) which tells us they
were either poor or of modest means.
® Jesus’ earthly parents give us an example of loving devotion & obedience to God.

An ENCOURAGEMENT in light of God's word:

Toddler: Talk to God. Thank him for your parents. Thank him for the example of Jesus’ earthly parents - for
their loving devotion & obedience to God. Ask God to help you learn about him from your parents as you
grow, & ask him to help you to love him more every day. Also thank God for the other people in your life
who love Jesus & show him in their lives each day.

Elementary: Talk to God. Thank him for your parents. Thank him for the example of Jesus’ earthly parents
- for their loving devotion & obedience to God. Ask God to help you to learn about him from your parents
as you grow, & ask him to help you to love him more every day. Also thank God for the other people in
your life who love Jesus & show him in their lives each day.
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