
If You Only Look Around You (7/2/23)
Main Verses: Ecclesiastes 1:12-15   
Key Verse:  Ecclesiastes 1:14
'Takeaway': If you try to understand life by only looking around you, it won't make sense. But
when you also look above you, to God, you find the wisdom all of us really, really need.
Getting Started:  Where do you look for wisdom?

READ:   Ecclesiastes 1:12-15 (or have older kids help read). 

Some QUESTIONS to consider:  

Toddler/PreK: 
● Who is the Teacher?
● What did he do?
● What did he decide?

Elementary: 
● Who is the Teacher? How does his identity add “weight” to his words?
● What does he say is a miserable task?
● Why does he say that everything is pointless?
● What do you think he learned in his pursuit of wisdom?

Here are some IMPORTANT IDEAS we discover in these verses:  

Toddler/PreK:
● King Solomon, David’s son, is thought to be the writer of Ecclesiastes.
● God puts in all people a desire to find wisdom and meaning. Trying to find it in the world apart from God makes us 

“miserable.” Understanding life is beyond our comprehension.
● The word of God does not change. True wisdom and understanding are found in God alone.
● God’s word helps us learn about him and his wisdom. In fact, God’s “Word” made flesh (John 1:14), Jesus, gives us 

the very best understanding of God and life.

Elementary: 
● King Solomon, David’s son, is thought to be the writer of Ecclesiastes.
● God puts in all people a desire to find wisdom and meaning. Trying to find it in the world apart from him makes us 

“miserable.” Understanding life is beyond our comprehension.
● The word of God does not change. True wisdom and understanding are found in God alone, through a relationship 

with hIm in Jesus.
● God’s word helps us learn about him and his wisdom. In fact, God’s “Word” made flesh (John 1:14), Jesus, gives us 

the very best understanding of God and life.

An ENCOURAGEMENT in light of God's word: 

(Toddler/PreK) Though God made a good world, by itself, it cannot answer our biggest questions. But God and his word can. 
Talk to God, thanking him that he and his word do not change. Ask God to help you as you read his word to learn more about 
him and his wisdom for life. Thank God that his “Word” was made flesh in his Son, Jesus, through whom we can know and 
understand God and life better.

(Elementary) Though God made a good world, by itself, it cannot answer our biggest questions. But God and his word can. 
Talk to God, thanking him that he and his word do not change. Ask God to help you as you read his word to learn more about 
him and his wisdom for life. Thank God that his “Word” was made flesh in His Son, Jesus, through whom we can know and 
understand God and life better.
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