
Overturning Tables with Jesus (7-21-24)
Main Verses: John 2:13-17
Key Verse:   John 2:13-17 
'Takeaway': Though we can't cleanse God's temple like Jesus, we can still take a
stand like Jesus, against anything that hinders or warps true worship.
Getting Started:  Have you ever had a time in church where it was hard to worship?
Hard to pay attention? Hard to participate? What happened?

READ 1 Peter 3:18 (or have older kids help read). 

Some QUESTIONS to consider:  
Toddler/PreK:

● What is the Passover?
● What was going on in the temple? Why did this upset Jesus?
● Why is what the disciples remembered important here? 

Elementary:
● What is the Passover?
● What was going on in the temple? Why did this upset Jesus?
● Why is what the disciples remembered important here? 

Here are some IMPORTANT IDEAS we discover in these verses:  
Toddler/PreK:

● The Passover was a holiday reminding the people how God rescued them from slavery in Egypt. The 
people of Israel put the blood of the sacrificial animal on their doorposts, protecting them from the 
death of the first born son.

● There were people selling animals & money changers in the temple, & thus disrupting worship which 
was the purpose of the temple. Jesus is angry because the temple is for worship, not for selling goods 
& services. 

● The disciples remember “Zeal for your house will consume me” (Psalm 69:9) as part of the prophecy 
(or foretelling) of the Messiah. Jesus fulfills this prophecy, He follows & obeys God’s covenant perfectly.

● Jesus is willing to (and will) suffer for the sake of God’s truth.
Elementary: 

● The Passover was a holiday reminding the people how God rescued them from slavery in Egypt. The 
people of Israel put the blood of the sacrificial animal on their doorposts, protecting them from the 
death of the first born son.

● There were people selling animals & money changers in the temple, & thus disrupting worship which 
was the purpose of the temple. Jesus is angry because the temple is for worship, not for selling goods 
& services. 

● The disciples remember “Zeal for your house will consume me” (Psalm 69:9) as part of the prophecy 
(or foretelling) of the Messiah. Jesus fulfills this prophecy, He follows & obeys God’s covenant perfectly.

● As Jesus follows & obeys God’s covenant perfectly, he suffers reproach for the sake of God’s truth.

An ENCOURAGEMENT in light of God's word: 
(Toddler/PreK) Talk to God. Thank him for his Son, Jesus. Thank him that Jesus perfectly followed & obeyed his 
covenant so that we might be able to know him & live for him. Ask God to help you continue to learn about 
him & grow in him so that you can learn to stand up to anything (especially in your own heart) that prevents 
you from worshiping God as Jesus did.
(Elementary) Talk to God. Thank him for his Son, Jesus. Thank God that Jesus perfectly followed & obeyed his 
covenant so that we might be able to know him & live for him. Ask him to help you continue to learn about 
him & grow in him so that you can learn to stand up to anything (especially in your own heart) that prevents 
you from worshiping God as Jesus did. Think of a time when you had an opportunity to stand up to something 
that hindered your ability to worship God fully. Did you make the right choice then? Ask him to show you how 
you can, like Jesus, take a stand against anything that prevents true worship.
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