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| April 13
B Lesson 7 (NIV)

Christ,
the Atoning Sacrifice

Devotional Reading: Isaiah 59:1-8
Background Scripture: 1 John 2:1-6; 4:7-21
Today's Scripture: 1 John 2:1-6; 4:9-17

| I. The Source of New Life truly made complete in them. This is
: 1 John 2:1-2 how we know we are in him: ¢ Who-
’ ! My dear children, I write this to ever claims to live in him must live as

.f | you so that you will not sin. But if  Jesus did.
anybody does sin, we have an advo-

: cate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the 3. The author uses the verb translated
.i Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sac- know about two dozen times in the five
i rifice for our sins, and not only for ours short chapters of 1 John. These mostly
! i but also for the sins of the whole world. affirm the Christian’s confident faith in
[ | Christ and assurance of salvation. Here,
} "‘ 1. The author addresses readers as chil- the question is what assures us that Jesus
! 4 dren often. The term suggests a close is indeed our advocate and propitia-
| and affectionate connection between the tion (atoning sacrifice) when we sin. The
writer and the original audience. This answer is that keeping Jesus' command-
i term might also hint that the readers ments is our proof. If Jesus is Savior, then

J are either younger or less mature in their he must also be Lord.
‘, spiritual journey than the writer. 4. 'This verse restates and reinforces
l 2. Older versions of the Bible use the 1 John 1:6: “If we claim to have fellow-
| word propitiation rather than atoning sac- ship with him and yet walk in the dark-
‘ rifice. The underlying ancient Greek word ness, we lie and do not live out the truth.”
1‘ is rare in the New Testament. The noun Some believers among John’s . gfigi-
2 forms appear exclusively bere, in Romans nal readers may have separated faith in
It 3:25, and 1 John 4:10 and refer to some- Christ from obedience to Christ. Perhaps
, thing that turns away wrath. thinking their “good” spirits were com-
pletely separate from their “evil” bodies,
? II. The Proof of New Life they lived as if their actions had no bear-
| 1 John 2:3-6. ing on their relationship to Christ. Nev-
3 We know that we have come to ertheless, the contents of a person’s heart
i know him if we keep his commands. will eventually become apparent through
} +Whoever says, “I know him,” but does their actions. Therefore, the writer com-
', not do what he commands is a liar, and pletely rejects the idea that someone’s
| the truth is not in that person. > But if actions would not align with the faith

! anyone obeys his word, love for God is that they declare.
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5. By contrast, our following Jesus’
teaching expresses the effect of every-
thing he has done. Jesus’ death for sin-
ners was the fullest expression of God’s
love for humanity, and Jesus’ teaching
instructs us how to express God’s love
to others (John 3:15; 1 John 3:16). This
makes God’s love for humanity our love
for humanity. The ancient Greek word
translated made complete can take var-
ious shades of meaning, depending on
context. Here and elsewhere, the sense is
that of a finished task because its goal has
been achieved. The writer uses the word
this way five times in his Gospel and four
times in his first epistle.

6. To confess Christ means to obey
Christ. To live as Jesus did is to follow his
example (John 13:15).

The author fronts this conclusion by
introducing a Greek word translated as
“to live”; he uses this word 23 times in
this letter. In doing so, he speaks of a
close, ongoing connection. This image
originated from Jesus as he compared his
followers to branches connected to him
as the vine (John 15:1-11). The author’s
linkage to Jesus’ teachings clarifies
that a believer cannot keep Jesus’ com-
mandments or follow in Jesus’ footsteps
through his or her own strength. Doing
so is only feasible by remaining in Christ
and letting God’s Spirit produce fruit in
and through the believer. This teaching
applies to everyday life. Those who live
in Jesus will inevitably live their life in
ways reflecting his love and teaching. In
the text between 1 John 2:6 and 4:9, the
author continues to trace the theme of
love as it applies to various situations.

lil. Love in Action
1John 4:9-12
? This is how God showed his love
among us: He sent his one and only
Son into the world that we might live
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through him. * This is love: not that
we loved God, but that he loved us and
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for
our sins. ! Dear friends, since God
so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. 2 No one has ever seen God;
but if we love one another, God lives in
us and his love is made complete in us.

9. How can we fail but to see John 3:16
restated here? The supreme expression of
God’s love is demonstrated through the
incarnation: the divine Son of God put-
ting on human flesh to announce and
deliver salvation personally. The descrip-
tion of Christ as the one and only Son
emphasizes his uniqueness and value to
the Father.

10a. An astute observation from years
ago is that what is unique about the rela-
tionship between the true God and peo-
ple is that pagan religions tell stories
about humanity’s search for god(s). In
contrast, Christianity tells the story of
God’s search for us (Luke 19:10). Christ
became incarnate in a world that had
rebelled against God. His becoming
human is an act of love, and his death
on the cross brings that love to its fullest
measure. “We love because he first loved
us” (1 John 4:19).

10b. John aims to convey to his audi-
ence that love is an action, not an empty
term. He illustrates this by detailing how
God demonstrated his love for the world:
by becoming the propitiation (atoning sac-
rifice) for our sins. The declaration in this
half-verse echoes what the apostle Paul
wrote in Romans 5:8. see discussion of
this word in commentary on 1 John 2:2.

11. This implication of the gospel is
unmistakable. After receiving God’s
love, we must recognize our responsibil-
ity to love the same people God loves.
We do not need to ask who our neigh-
bor is when hearing the command to love
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our neighbor (Luke 10:29). God loves
all because Christ’s death makes atone-
ment available for all (1 John 2:2). God
loves first and loves those who do not love
him. And so must we who have received
his love. Even our enemies are objects of
God’s love and so must be of ours.

12a. Many texts reflect the fact that
God cannot be seen (examples: Exodus
33:20; John 1:18; 1 Timothy 6:16). But
in Christ, God became a visible, physi-
cal human, so to see Christ was truly to
see God.

12b. The imperative to love one another
is so important that John uses that phrase
five times in this letter. This command is
a repeated part of Jesus’ message and is
stressed by others as well. As we love oth-
ers, our actions make God visible to the
world.

IV. Certainty of Knowledge
1John 4:13-17

13 This is how we know that we live
in him and he in us: He has given us
of his Spirit. * And we have seen and
testify that the Father has sent his Son
to be the Savior of the world. ** If any-
one acknowledges that Jesus is the Son
of God, God lives in them and they in
God. ** And so we know and rely on the
love God has for us.

God is love. Whoever lives in love
lives in God, and God in them. ¥ This
is how love is made complete among us
so that we will have confidence on the
day of judgment: In this world we are
like Jesus.

13. The presence of the Holy Spirit
expresses a new reality. The Spirit’s pres-
ence in us gives us the certainty that we
are in Christ and he is in us. Christ’s
promise of the Spirit’s presence is a fact
for all who are Christians and can be a
fact for all who are not yet Christians
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(John 14:16-17; Romans 8:9-11; Ephe-
sians 1:13; 1 John 3:24; etc.). The Holy
Spirit’s presence is God’s presence. Life in
the Spirit is the life of God’s love, dem-
onstrating and assuring that we belong to
him through Christ’s atoning death.

14. The beginning of this epistle is a
stirting declaration that the incarnate
Christ, seen by eyewitnesses, is the basis
for the gospel message. In shorter form,
the author now repeats that declara-
tion. By using the word we, the author
declared he had seen Jesus personally
and, therefore, his testimony is that of an
eyewitness. The mission of bis Son to be
the Savior of the world reinforces the same
thought of John 3:17.

15. This verse is a summary statement
of the plan of salvation. A doctrinal error
often seen is to take such summary state-
ments as being the entirety of that plan.
For someone to acknowledge hat Jesus is
the Son of God is good as far as it goes. But
remember that demons confess the same
thing and are still lost (Mark 5:7; James
2:19). Spiritual maturity is required for
understanding the entirety of that plan,
which results in knowing how God lives
in a believer, and they in God.

16. The author turns to the imperative
of love. Christ’s life, death, and resurrec-
tion fully demonstrate God’s love. We
can say without reservation that God is
love. For us to confess Christ truly nreans
that we love one another. Such love is
found among all who genuinely experi-
ence the abiding unity with God brought
by Christ. Without such love, our con-
fession is empty. With it, our confession
is complete.

17. This is the third time the writer has
spoken of perfection with regard to love;
he will continue to do so in the verse that
follows this one. And again, Jesus is our
model. These concepts are so founda-
tional that they bear repeating!
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Involvement Learning

Christ, the Atoning Sacrifice

into the Lesson
List questions children ask that are dif-
ficult for adults to answer simply.

Sf;éirne things are hard to explain or
describe. The way we attempt to do so
may indicate some things about what
we believe. Today’s lesson requires spe-
cial attention to how the apostle John
explains certain ideas and describes cer-
tain relationships.

Key Verse
This is love: not that we loved God,
but that he loved us and sent his Son
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
—1 John 4:10

Into the Word
Read 1 John 2:1-6. Give a response for
each of the following categories:

Things both God and I know

Things God knows that I don’t Enow

Things I know that God doesn’t Enow

Things that neither I nor God know

Read 1 John 4:9-12. In the space
below, draw a visual representing the way
these verses explain (1) the primary way
the love of God has been demonstrated,
(2) what that signifies for us, (3) how we
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are to respond, and (4) how it is “per-
fected” or comes to completion.

Read 1 John 4:13-17, then write three
things God has done: one thing each by
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Into Life

List three habits that Jesus practiced
personally, according to 1 John 2:6. Think
of practical ways you can adopt these same
habits personally in the week ahead.

Thought to Remember
Christ's death for us moves us
to 3 life of love for others.
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