Discussion Questions
e -Jesus says He is not a stranger, but that the sheep know His voice.

How do they know and recognize Him when He comes?
e -In what ways does the good shepherd lay down his life for the sheep?

Day 5 The Consummation of Love (Unbounded and Eternal)
OT: Isaiah 9:2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.

NT: Matthew 4:12—17 Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he
withdrew into Galilee. And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what
was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of
the Gentiles—the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and
for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has
dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Discussion Questions

e  Why do you think scripture compares Jesus’ preaching to the idea of a
light dawning in the darkness?

e Are you dwelling in darkness? Or have you seen a great light? Explain.
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Day 1
To wrap-up our Advent devotion, let’s focus on Christ and some of the promises He
fulfilled. For all the promises of God find their Yes in him (2 Corinthians 1:20). The
following are readings from scripture with follow-up questions to discuss how Jesus
fulfilled each promise.
OT: Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
NT: Matthew 1:18-25 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When
his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream,
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).
When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he
took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his
name Jesus.

Discussion Questions

e  Why do you think the gospel of Matthew makes such a big point about Jesus
being born of a virgin?

e In what ways did Jesus fulfill the promise of being called Immanuel?

Day 2
OT: Isaiah 9:6—7 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government
shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government
and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth
and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
NT: Luke 1:30-33 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Discussion Questions
e  Who is it that gives the throne of David to Jesus? How is this a comfort?
e How is Jesus’ reign different from any other king?

Day 3
OT: Jeremiah 23:3—6 Then I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the
countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they
shall be fruitful and multiply. I will set shepherds over them who will care for them,
and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares
the LORD. Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved, and
Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The
LORD is our righteousness.’
NT: 1 Corinthians 1:27-31 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is
low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things
that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And because of
him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast
in the Lord.”

Discussion Questions

e In what ways does Jesus bring the wisdom of God?

e  What is the connection between what we boast about and where we think our
righteousness comes from?

e  Where is your righteousness found?

Day 4 The Communion of Love (Love That Abides)
OT: Micah 5:2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the
clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.
NT: John 10:1-11 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by
the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he who
enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens. The
sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When
he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for
they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for
they do not know the voice of strangers.” This figure of speech Jesus used with them,
but they did not understand what he was saying to them. So Jesus again said to them,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who came before me are
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the door. If anyone
enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep.




