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UNDERSEANDING DES PENS A TTON AL LS ES

“Numerous books have been written in an Sucand Eftion

attempt to show that dispensationalism 1s
either right or wrong, Those books have their

place. The Bibliography is a sampling of “ “ s[ﬂ "'
them. In this book, however, I intend to take . " ml . “ Il!u |
a different approach, exploring ways that can “IS"H“SM"]"HIIS[S

be found to have profitable dialogue and to
advance our understanding” (p.7).
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MIUFEUAT CE ARTEE Yo

“In the dispute between dispensationalism and
covenant theology, both sides cannot be right.
It might be that one position is right and the
other wrong. Or it might be that one position
is mostly right but still has something to learn
from the opposing position. So it is important
to seriously listen to more than one point of
view to ensure that some significant truths
have not been overlooked. If, after our
investigation, we concluded that people in one
position are basically mistaken, that still does
not mean that every aspect or concern of
their theology 1s in error” (p.7).




*  Definition: Dispensationalism is a system of

Christian theology which maintains a sharp

distinction at every point between Israel and
the church.

* Developed by John Nelson Darby;
propagated by C. I. Scofield

*  The Scofield Reference Bible, 1°* Ed. 1909

* Dr Poythress outlines four pillars of Scofield
Dispensationalism beginning on p.21.




EIRSTE PIELEAR:
INTERPRETIVE APPROACH

“Dispensationalists claim that their The |
principle of hermeneutics is that of SCOFIELD
literal interpretation. This means REFERENCE BIBLE|
interpretation which gives every word o o s
the same meaning it would have in m i
normal usage, whether employed in
writing, speaking, or thinking” (p.87,
quoted from Ryrie).




EIRSIE RPIEE AR:
EXAMPLES

Israel = ??? ::(

* (1) OT, ethnic, theocratic kingdom
of Israel;

* (2) the land of Israel;

Mediterranean

* (3) the patriarch Jacob, later Israel.

Extent of
David’s
Kingdom
2 Samuel 8, 10

ilson <pastor@joyfulheart.com>. All rights reserved.




EIRSIE RPIEE AR:
EXAMPLES

“For 1n six days the LORD made Day 1
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that
is in them, and rested on the seventh light

daydd (Ex: 20: 15

* Six days = Day 4




EIRSIE RPIEE AR:
CASE STUDX

In that day,
“A pleasant vineyard, sing of it!
71, the LORD, am its kecper;
every moment I water it.
Lest anyone punish it,
I keep it night and day;
I have no wrath.
Would that I had thorns and briers to battle!
I would march against them,
I would burn them up together.
> Or let them lay hold of my protection,
let them make peace with me,
let them make peace with me.”




EIRSIE RPIEE AR:
CASE STUDX

Ewvery valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.

T T . R




EIRSIE RPIEE AR:
CASE STUDX

. But it 1s not as though the word of God has tailed. For not all who are
descended from Lsrael belong to Israel ... (Rom. 9:6-7).




SECOND PILLAR: ;
ISRAEL AND THE CHURCE]

“The dispensationalist believes that

throughout the ages God is pursuing

two distinctive purposes: one related
to the earth with earthly people and THE
earthly objectives involved, while the ISRAEL CHURCH
other is related to heaven with
heavenly people and heavenly

objectives involved” (p.22).




SECOND PILLAR:
ISRAEL AND THE CHURCE]

“And your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure
forever before me. Your throne
shall be established forever.”” In
accordance with all these words
and 1n accordance with all this
vision, Nathan spoke to David

(2 Sam. 7:16-17).

AV ]

For 1n this way there will be
richly provided for you an
entrance into the eternal

kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ (2 Pet 111,




SECOND PILLAR: ;
ISRAEL AND THE CHURCE]

“No dispensationalist has shown a

way to maneuver around the

fundamental dilemma: the one way

of salvation is through union with

Christ. Union with Christ leads to THE
full enjoyment of all blessings, ISRAEL CHURCH
whether we are Jews or Gentiles.

The future never undoes what

Christ has accomplished ...”
(p.137).




FEHRD PIELAR:
DISPENSATIONS

“A third point of distinctiveness is the precise scheme for dividing the history of the world into epochs
or dispensations” (p.22).

ADAM >> FALL >> NOAH >> ABRAHAM >> MOSES >> DAVID >> EXILE >>
CHRIST >> APOSTLES >> NT CHURCH




FEHRD PIELAR:
DISPENSATIONS

“A third point of distinctiveness is the precise scheme for dividing the history of the world into epochs
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FEHRD PIELAR:
DISPENSATIONS

“A third point of distinctiveness 1s the precise scheme for dividing the historyggusias
or dispensations” (p.22).

ADAM || NOAH | ABRAHAM | MOSES| DAVIIE

CHRIST | APOSTLES | NT CHURCH




THIRD PILIAR:
DISPENSATIONS

Westminster Confession of Faith, 7-5:

[The covenant of grace| was differently administered in the time of the law,
and in the time of the gospel: under the law, it was administered by promises,
prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the paschal lamb, and other types and
ordinances delivered to the people of the Jews, all foresignifying Christ to
come; which were, for that time, sufficient and efficacious, through the
operation of the Spirit, to instruct and build up the elect in faith in the
promised Messiah, by whom they had full remission of sins, and eternal
salvation; and is called the old testament.




FOURTEEH PIET AR:
THE RAPTURE

“A fourth and final point of
distinctiveness is the belief in a
pretribulational rapture ... Though this is
one of the best-known aspects of
popular dispensationalism, it is not as
foundational as the other distinctives. It is
simply a product of the other distinctives.
Nevertheless, it is an important product.
Scofield maintains that the church and
Israel have distinct, parallel destinies”

(-22).
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Diagram 2.1

The World's Last Two
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|
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Rapture i Revelation
| }
|
\_) M Great White throne
of Judgment
. Earth Great Tribulation Millenium
3 2 years 3% years
Battle of Battle of
Armageddon Gog and Magog

(dotted line shows the view of a midtribulational rapture)

From Jensen Bible Study Charts by Irving L. Jensen. Copyright 1976, 1980 Moody Press. Moody
Bible Instite of Chicago. Used by permission.




WCEF: of the LAST THINGS

1. God hath appointed a day, wherein he will judge the world, in righteousness, by Jesus Christ,
to whom all power and judgment 1s given of the Father. In which day, not only the apostate
angels shall be judged, but likewise all persons that have lived upon earth shall appear before
the tribunal of Christ, to give an account of their thoughts, words, and deeds; and to recetve
according to what they have done in the body, whether good or evil.

2. The end of God’s appointing this day is for the manifestation of the glory of his mercy, in
the eternal salvation of the elect; and of his justice, in the damnation of the reprobate, who are
wicked and disobedient. For then shall the righteous go into everlasting life, and receive that

fullness of joy and refreshing, which shall come from the presence of the Lord: but the wicked,

who know not God, and obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ, shall be cast into eternal
torments, and be pumshed with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and
from the glory of his power.




WCEF: of the LAST THINGS

3. As Christ would have us to be certainly persuaded that there shall be a day of
judgment, both to deter all men from sin; and for the greater consolation of
the godly in their adversity: so will he have that day unknown to men, that they
may shake off all carnal security, and be always watchful, because they know
not at what hour the Lord will come; and may be ever prepared to say, Come
Lord Jesus, come quickly, Amen.
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