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Acts 14-16 Summary

Acts 14-16 reveals a church advancing through suffering, wisdom, and Spirit-led discernment.
The gospel brings both opposition and transformation, leadership is strengthened through prayer
and hardship, salvation remains grounded in grace alone, and God directs His mission according
to His purposes—not human plans. Everywhere Paul goes, difficulty follows—but so does fruit,
joy, and undeniable evidence that God is at work.

Acts 14 continues the pattern seen throughout Paul and Barnabas’s ministry: bold proclamation
followed by fierce opposition. As they speak boldly for the Lord, plots repeatedly arise to silence
them. In Lystra, the response swings to the opposite extreme—after withessing a miracle, the
crowd believes Paul and Barnabas are gods and attempts to offer sacrifices to them. Paul urgently
pleads with the people to stop, redirecting their worship to the living God. But the crowd’s
admiration quickly turns violent when Jews from Antioch and Iconium arrive and stir them up. Paul
is stoned, dragged out of the city, and left for dead. Yet he rises and continues the mission. When
Paul and Barnabas later return to Antioch in Syria, they strengthen the believers, teaching that
“we must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.” They appoint elders in every
church with prayer and fasting, committing them to the Lord and reinforcing that leadership and
perseverance are essential for a growing church.

Acts 15 records a decisive moment in the life of the early church—the Jerusalem Council. Church
leaders and apostles gather to address a crucial question: What must Gentiles do to be saved?
Some argue that Gentile believers should observe the Mosaic Law, including circumcision. After
much debate, James offers a clear and grace-centered conclusion: “We should not make it
difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God.” Rather than burdening them with the entire Old
Testament law, the council asks Gentile believers to follow four basic guidelines so they can live
in unity with Jewish believers. This decision protects the gospel of grace while preserving
fellowship within the diverse church.

Acts 16 highlights God’s sovereign guidance in mission. Paul and his companions intend to
preach in the province of Asia, but the Holy Spirit prevents them from going. Instead, Paul receives
a vision of a man from Macedonia begging for help, and the team recognizes this as God’s
direction. In Macedonia, the gospel bears fruit immediately with the conversion of Lydia, a dealer
in purple cloth. Opposition soon follows when Paul casts a spirit of divination out of a slave girl,
leading to Paul and Silas being beaten and imprisoned. At midnight, as they pray and sing hymns,
an earthquake opens the prison doors. Rather than escaping, Paul and Silas remain, calling out to
the jailer, who asks the defining question: “What must | do to be saved?” He and his entire
household believe and are baptized. When released, Paul asserts his Roman citizenship,
revealing that the authorities had violated the law by beating him without trial. This moment
shows Paul’s wisdom in leveraging his legal rights for protection and the sake of the church.
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Reflection Questions

1.

Paul and Barnabas spoke boldly for the Lord despite constant threats. Where might God be
calling you to speak or live with greater courage, even when it feels risky?

The people of Lystra tried to worship Paul and Barnabas as gods. How do you respond
when success, praise, or recognition comes your way—does it point people toward God or
toward you?

The same crowd that praised Paul later stoned him. How does this challenge the way you
seek approval from others or measure faithfulness by public response?

Paul endured severe suffering yet continued the mission. What helps you persevere when
obedience leads to pain rather than comfort?

Paul taught that entering the kingdom of God involves many hardships. How does this truth
reshape your expectations of the Christian life?

Elders were appointed with prayer and fasting and entrusted to the Lord. What role do
prayer, fasting, and accountability play in your own spiritual growth and leadership?

The Jerusalem Council chose not to burden Gentile believers unnecessarily. Are there
ways you might be making it harder than necessary for others to follow Jesus?

The Holy Spirit redirected Paul’s plans toward Macedonia. How open are you to God
changing your direction, even when your plans seem good?

Paul and Silas worshiped while imprisoned. What would it look like for you to practice joy
and trust in God during your own moments of confinement or hardship?

10. Paul used his Roman citizenship wisely for the sake of the gospel. How can you leverage

your position, influence, or resources to advance God’s work and protect others?



