
Session 16: Acts 21-23 

Acts 21-23 Summary 

Acts 21–23 marks a decisive turning point in Paul’s ministry—the beginning of the long road of 
suffering, trials, and imprisonment that will ultimately carry him to Rome. Despite repeated 
warnings from believers and prophets, Paul remains resolute in his commitment to go to 
Jerusalem, convinced that obedience to God matters more than personal safety. His journey 
reflects a deep trust that God is at work even through hardship and opposition. 

Once in Jerusalem, Paul seeks to maintain peace within the Jewish Christian community by 
participating in a purification vow at the temple. Ironically, this act of humility becomes the spark 
for his arrest when Jews from Asia falsely accuse him of defiling the temple. A riot breaks out, and 
Roman soldiers intervene, rescuing Paul from mob violence. Given permission to speak, Paul 
addresses the crowd, recounting his past as a zealous Pharisee trained under Gamaliel, his 
persecution of Christians, and his dramatic conversion to Christ. 

The crowd listens attentively until Paul declares that God sent him to preach to the Gentiles. At 
that point, outrage erupts. Roman officials, trying to understand the disturbance, prepare to flog 
Paul, but he asserts his rights as a Roman citizen, forcing them to stop and treat him according to 
the law. Paul is then brought before the Sanhedrin, where he wisely exposes the theological divide 
between Pharisees and Sadducees by proclaiming that he is on trial because of his hope in the 
resurrection of the dead. The council descends into chaos, and Paul is again taken into protective 
custody. 

That night, the Lord appears to Paul with words of reassurance: “Take courage. As you have 
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” Soon after, a plot by more than 
forty Jews to assassinate Paul is uncovered, and Roman authorities transfer him under heavy 
guard to Caesarea. Though bound and imprisoned, Paul is exactly where God intends him to be—
positioned to bear witness to rulers and officials he would never have reached otherwise. What 
looks like the end of Paul’s freedom is actually the next stage of God’s redemptive plan. 
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Reflection Questions 

1. Paul walked toward Jerusalem knowing suffering awaited him. What helps you discern the 
difference between unnecessary risk and faithful obedience to God’s call? 

2. How does Paul’s willingness to surrender his freedom challenge your understanding of 
success and faithfulness in the Christian life? 

3. In what ways have you seen God use difficult or unfair circumstances in your life to open 
doors for witness or growth? 

4. Paul shared his testimony repeatedly, even while under arrest. How comfortable are you 
telling your story of God’s work in your life—especially in tense or unexpected moments? 

5. Why do you think the message of God’s grace to the Gentiles provoked such anger, and 
how does that inform how we handle resistance to the gospel today? 


