
Session 20: Romans 3-5 

Romans 3-5 Summary 

In Romans 3, Paul brings his argument to a decisive conclusion: all people—Jews and Gentiles 
alike—are under the power of sin. No one is righteous, no one seeks God, and no one can be 
justified by works of the law. The law’s purpose is not to save, but to expose sin. Against this bleak 
backdrop, Paul introduces the heart of the gospel: the righteousness of God is revealed apart 
from the law and is received through faith in Jesus Christ. Justification is a gift of grace, made 
possible by Christ’s sacrificial death, where God remains both just and the one who justifies 
sinners. 

In Romans 4, Paul uses Abraham as the key example to prove that salvation has always been 
based on faith, not works. Abraham was declared righteous by God before circumcision and 
before the law existed, showing that justification comes through trusting God’s promise rather 
than human effort or religious performance. This means Abraham is the father of all who believe—
both Jews and Gentiles—and that righteousness is credited, not earned. Paul emphasizes that 
faith is not mere belief, but confident trust in God’s power to do what He has promised. 

In Romans 5, Paul turns to the results of justification by faith. Because believers have been 
declared righteous, they now have peace with God and access to His grace. Even suffering is 
reinterpreted—not as punishment, but as a means through which God produces endurance, 
character, and hope. Paul highlights the depth of God’s love by reminding readers that Christ died 
for them while they were still sinners. He concludes by contrasting Adam and Christ: through 
Adam came sin and death, but through Jesus comes righteousness, life, and grace that far 
exceeds the power of sin. 

Together, Romans 3–5 form the theological core of the gospel in Romans—declaring that 
salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, leading not to pride, but to 
humility, peace, and confident hope in God’s redemptive work. 

Discussion Questions  

1. Paul says that “no one is righteous” and that the law cannot justify anyone. 
Why is it so difficult for people to accept that they cannot earn righteousness before God, and 
how does this challenge both pride and self-reliance? 

2. Romans 3 emphasizes that justification is a gift of grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 
How does understanding salvation as a gift—rather than a reward—change the way we relate to 
God and to others? 
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3. Abraham is used as the example of righteousness credited by faith, not works. 
What does Abraham’s story teach us about the nature of true faith, and how is biblical faith 
different from mere intellectual belief? 

4. Romans 5 connects justification with peace with God and hope, even in suffering. 
How does being justified by faith reshape the way we interpret hardship, trials, and suffering in our 
lives? 

5. Paul contrasts Adam and Christ, showing that grace in Christ is greater than sin in Adam. 
How does this comparison deepen our understanding of the power of sin—and even more, the 
surpassing power of God’s grace? 

 


