
Session 23: Romans 13-15 

Romans 13-15 Summary 

Beginning in Book of Romans chapter 12, Paul shifts from explaining the theology of the gospel to 
showing the practice of the gospel. In light of God’s mercy, believers are called to live transformed 
lives marked by sacrificial love, humility, and service—especially within a society that does not 
share Christian values. Romans 13–15 continues this practical outworking, showing how love 
shapes a believer’s relationship to government, fellow believers, and God’s redemptive mission 
for the world. 

Romans 13: Love Expressed Through Order and Submission 

In Romans 13, Paul teaches that genuine Christian love expresses itself through respect for God-
ordained authority. Believers are called to submit to governing authorities, not because every 
ruler is righteous, but because God uses government as a means to restrain evil and promote 
social order. Authority exists ultimately under God’s sovereignty for the protection and 
functioning of society. Paul frames this submission as an extension of love—living as responsible 
citizens who do no harm to their neighbors. The chapter culminates in the reminder that love 
fulfills the law and that believers must live with spiritual urgency, aware that the day of Christ’s 
return draws near. 

Romans 14: Love That Limits Freedom for the Sake of Others 

Romans 14 addresses tensions within the church over disputable matters—especially food laws 
and sacred days. Paul urges believers to show love by being mindful of brothers and sisters who 
are weaker in faith. While Christians have freedom in Christ, that freedom should never be used in 
a way that causes another believer to stumble. Mutual edification, not personal preference, is the 
guiding principle. Paul emphasizes that it is better to abstain from certain liberties—such as 
eating meat or drinking wine—if exercising them would damage another person’s conscience or 
spiritual growth. Love, not personal rights, defines Christian maturity. 

Romans 15: Love Rooted in God’s Global Redemptive Plan 

In Romans 15, Paul widens the lens to show that this life of love reflects God’s eternal plan of 
redemption. He explains that God’s purpose was never limited to Israel alone, but always 
included the Gentiles being brought into the hope of Christ. Paul supports this by quoting multiple 
Old Testament passages, demonstrating that the inclusion of the nations was foretold long before 
Jesus’ coming. Christ’s work unites Jews and Gentiles into one people who glorify God together. 
The chapter highlights endurance, encouragement, unity, and joy as marks of a community 
shaped by God’s saving purposes. 
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Discussion Questions  

1. Romans 13 frames submission to governing authorities as an expression of love. How does this 
challenge the way we typically think about authority, especially when we disagree with those in 
power? 

2. Paul says that love fulfills the law (Romans 13:8–10). In what ways can we reduce Christianity to 
rule-keeping rather than love-driven obedience? 

3. Romans 14 highlights the tension between freedom and responsibility. How do you personally 
discern when to exercise your freedom in Christ and when to restrain it for the sake of others? 

4. Why do you think Paul places such a strong emphasis on mutual edification rather than 
personal conviction or preference? What does that reveal about God’s vision for Christian 
community? 

5. In Romans 15, Paul shows that God’s plan always included the Gentiles. 
How does this truth challenge exclusivity, nationalism, or favoritism within the church? 

6. Taken together, Romans 13–15 describes a distinct way of life shaped by love. 
What is one concrete change God may be calling you to make—in how you relate to authority, 
fellow believers, or those outside the faith? 

 


