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Summary 

Romans 16 

Romans 16 closes Book of Romans with a deeply personal list of greetings that reveals the 
relational heart of the early church. Paul commends a diverse group of believers—men and 
women, Jews and Gentiles, leaders and servants—who labored faithfully for the gospel. The 
chapter underscores that Christian ministry is communal, not individualistic, and that gospel 
work happens through ordinary people faithfully serving Christ. Paul also warns against those who 
cause division through false teaching, calling believers to remain wise about good and innocent 
about evil. The letter ends with a doxology praising God for the revealed mystery of salvation now 
made known to all nations through Jesus Christ. 

Philemon 

Epistle to Philemon is a short, personal letter that powerfully demonstrates how the gospel 
reshapes relationships. Paul appeals to Philemon on behalf of Onesimus, a runaway slave who 
has become a believer, urging Philemon to receive him no longer as a slave but as a beloved 
brother in Christ. Rather than commanding obedience, Paul models Christlike love by appealing 
to grace, reconciliation, and voluntary obedience. The letter shows that the gospel not only saves 
individuals but also transforms social structures by redefining identity, dignity, and fellowship 
within the body of Christ. 

Hebrews 1 

Epistle to the Hebrews opens by declaring the supremacy of Jesus Christ. God, who once spoke 
through the prophets, has now spoken fully and finally through His Son. Jesus is described as the 
radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His 
powerful word. Having made purification for sins, He is seated at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, exalted far above angels. Hebrews 1 establishes that Christ is not merely a messenger of 
God, but God Himself, worthy of worship and total allegiance. 
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Discussion Questions  

1. Romans 16 reveals how relational Paul’s ministry was. What does this chapter teach us about 
the importance of relationships and teamwork in gospel ministry today? 

2. Paul names and honors many people—men and women, Jews and Gentiles—in Romans 16. 
How does this diversity reflect the power of the gospel to unite people across cultural and social 
boundaries? 

3. Paul warns against those who cause division within the church (Romans 16:17–18). 
What are some modern ways division can creep into Christian communities, and how can we 
guard against it? 

4. In Philemon, Paul appeals to love rather than authority. Why is this approach significant, and 
how does it model the way Christians should address conflict and wrongdoing? 

5. The gospel transforms Onesimus from a slave into a brother. What does this teach us about 
identity in Christ, and how should it shape how we view people who have wronged us? 

6. Hebrews 1 presents Jesus as supreme over all creation and superior to angels. How does a 
diminished view of Christ affect the way we live, worship, and obey? 

7. Taken together, these passages move from community, to reconciliation, to worship. 
How does a high view of Jesus (Hebrews 1) empower believers to live out the relational demands 
seen in Romans 16 and Philemon? 

 


