
Session 41: Matthew 20-22 

Summary of Matthew 20-22 

Matthew 20 highlights the upside-down values of the kingdom of heaven. Jesus begins with the 
parable of the workers in the vineyard, showing that God’s grace is not based on human notions of 
fairness, effort, or merit, but on His generosity. Once again, Jesus predicts His suffering and 
death—this time with greater clarity—yet the disciples still struggle to grasp what His kingdom is 
truly about. Immediately after this prediction, the mother of James and John asks for positions of 
honor for her sons, revealing a continued misunderstanding of greatness. Jesus responds by 
redefining leadership as servanthood, teaching that true greatness in His kingdom is found in 
serving others, just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and to give His life as a 
ransom for many. 

Matthew 21 marks the beginning of Jesus’ final week as He enters Jerusalem in humility, fulfilling 
Old Testament prophecy as the promised King. While the crowds celebrate Him, Jesus quickly 
confronts religious corruption by cleansing the temple, overturning tables and exposing worship 
that had become self-serving. The cursing of the fig tree serves as a symbolic warning against 
fruitless faith—religious appearance without genuine repentance or obedience. When Jesus’ 
authority is questioned by the religious leaders, He responds with parables that expose their hard 
hearts and unwillingness to submit to God’s purposes, showing that outward religiosity cannot 
replace faithful obedience. 

In Matthew 22, opposition to Jesus intensifies as religious leaders repeatedly attempt to trap Him 
through public questioning. They challenge Him on paying taxes to Caesar, hoping to force Him 
into a political or theological misstep, but Jesus exposes their hypocrisy and affirms God’s 
authority over all of life. The Sadducees then attempt to discredit Him by denying the resurrection, 
only to be corrected by Jesus’ deep understanding of Scripture and the power of God. Finally, an 
expert in the law asks about the greatest commandment, to which Jesus responds by 
summarizing the entire law as love for God and love for neighbor. The chapter reveals that despite 
constant testing and opposition, Jesus speaks with unmatched wisdom and authority, exposing 
hearts while pointing to the true essence of faithful obedience. 
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Reflection Questions  

1. How does the parable of the workers in the vineyard challenge your assumptions about 
fairness, reward, and grace in God’s kingdom? 

 

2. What does the request for seats of honor by James and John’s mother reveal about the 
disciples’ understanding of greatness, and where do you see similar ambitions in your own heart? 

 

3. Jesus defines greatness as serving others. What practical steps can you take to reflect servant 
leadership in your daily relationships and responsibilities? 

 

4. What does the cleansing of the temple reveal about Jesus’ concern for pure worship, and how 
might this apply to your personal worship and spiritual practices? 

 

5. The fig tree is cursed for bearing no fruit. In what ways might Jesus be challenging you to 
examine whether your faith is producing visible spiritual fruit? 

 

6. Why do you think the religious leaders were so focused on trapping Jesus instead of listening to 
Him, and how can pride or fear keep people from embracing truth today? 

 

7. How does Jesus’ response about paying taxes to Caesar help you think about your 
responsibilities to earthly authorities and your ultimate allegiance to God? 

 

8. When Jesus summarizes the law as loving God and loving your neighbor, how does that 
simplify—and intensify—the way you live out your faith each day? 

 


