
Session 44: 1 Corinthians 2-4 

Summary of 1 Corinthians 2-4 

In chapter 2, Paul continues his contrast between human wisdom and God’s wisdom, but now he 
takes a deep dive into the role of the Holy Spirit. Paul explains that the message of Christ crucified 
is not understood through human intellect alone, but through spiritual revelation. The Spirit 
searches the deep things of God, teaches believers, and enables them to discern truth that the 
natural person cannot accept. This emphasis on the Spirit reminds the church that their faith, 
growth, and unity are rooted in God’s work, not in human leaders or eloquence. True wisdom 
comes from God and is revealed by the Spirit, leaving no room for boasting in people. 

Chapter 3 confronts the Corinthians with their spiritual immaturity. Paul rebukes them for 
behaving like infants in Christ, needing milk rather than solid food because they are still driven by 
worldly attitudes such as jealousy and division. He addresses their obsession with church leaders 
by clarifying that Paul and Apollos are merely servants through whom God works—God alone 
gives the growth. Paul then shifts to the idea that each believer’s work will be tested, emphasizing 
that while the foundation is Christ, the quality of what is built upon it matters. The chapter closes 
by returning to the theme of wisdom, warning against deceiving oneself by embracing worldly 
wisdom instead of becoming “fools” in the eyes of the world to be truly wise in Christ. 

In chapter 4, Paul explains the nature of true discipleship and spiritual leadership. Faithful 
servants of Christ are called to be trustworthy stewards of God’s mysteries, evaluated not by 
human opinion but by the Lord who judges the motives of the heart. Paul warns against pride and 
being “puffed up” in favor of certain leaders, reminding the church that everything they have is a 
gift from God. He contrasts the world’s pursuit of status and power with the apostles’ willingness 
to suffer, endure hardship, and live humbly for the sake of Christ. The chapter calls believers to 
reject self-exaltation, live by the power of the Spirit, and recognize Christ alone as King. 
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Reflection Questions  

1. How does Paul’s emphasis on the Holy Spirit in chapter 2 challenge the way you depend on 
human wisdom or personal understanding in your faith? 

 

2. What does it mean for you to discern spiritual truth through the Spirit rather than through 
cultural values, education, or personal preference? 

 

3. Paul describes some believers as infants who need milk instead of solid food. What evidence of 
spiritual maturity—or immaturity—do you see in your own life? 

 

4. How do jealousy, comparison, or loyalty to personalities threaten unity within the church today, 
as they did in Corinth? 

 

5. Paul says that God gives the growth while people merely plant or water. How does this truth 
reshape your view of success in ministry or spiritual influence? 

 

6. When Paul teaches that each person’s work will be tested by fire, how does that affect the way 
you think about the quality and motives behind what you do for Christ? 

 

7. Why is worldly wisdom so appealing, and what does it look like to become “foolish” in the eyes 
of the world in order to be truly wise in Christ? 

 

8. How does chapter 4’s picture of humble, sacrificial discipleship challenge modern ideas of 
success, influence, and power within the Christian life? 

 


