
Session 58: Philippians 1-3 

Summary of Philippians 1-3 

In Philippians 1, Paul writes from prison yet expresses deep joy, explaining that his chains have 
actually served to advance the gospel. Even his imprisonment has emboldened others to preach 
Christ more courageously. Paul’s perspective reframes suffering as a platform for mission, 
declaring that “to live is Christ and to die is gain.” He prays that the believers’ love would abound 
more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, recognizing that growing love produces 
discernment, purity, and fruitfulness (this connects back to his prayer in Eph 3). The chapter 
culminates in a call to live lives worthy of the gospel, standing firm in unity and courage regardless 
of opposition. 

Philippians 2 centers on humility and unity, anchored in the powerful Christ hymn (verses 5–11). 
Paul urges believers to consider others above themselves, looking not only to their own interests 
but also to the interests of others. Christ is presented as the ultimate example—though equal with 
God, He emptied Himself, took on the form of a servant, humbled Himself in obedience to death 
on a cross, and was subsequently exalted by God. This model of self-giving humility becomes the 
pattern for Christian living. Paul calls believers to work out their salvation with reverence, shining 
as lights in the world, reflecting the mind and character of Christ. 

In Philippians 3, Paul warns against placing confidence in religious credentials or human 
achievement. Though he lists his own impressive background, he considers it loss compared to 
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ. True righteousness does not come from the law but from 
God through faith in Christ. Paul expresses a deep longing to know Christ—sharing in His 
sufferings and the power of His resurrection—and presses on toward the goal of the upward call 
of God. He urges believers to follow his example and not imitate those who live as enemies of the 
cross, reminding them that their true citizenship is in heaven and their hope is in Christ’s return. 
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Reflection Questions  

1. Paul saw his chains as serving the advancement of the gospel. How might God be using a 
current hardship in your life for a greater purpose than you can see? 

 

2. Paul prays that love would abound “more and more in knowledge and depth of insight.” How is 
your love growing in discernment, not just emotion? 

 

3. What does it practically mean in your current context to “live a life worthy of the gospel”? 

 

4. Philippians 2 calls us to consider others above ourselves. In what relationship are you most 
tempted to prioritize your own interests? 

 

5. Paul says to “work out your salvation” while God works in you. What responsibilities belong to 
you, and what belongs to God in your spiritual growth? 

 

6. When Paul lists his spiritual résumé in Philippians 3, he calls it loss compared to knowing 
Christ. What achievements or identities are hardest for you to count as secondary? 

 

7. What does it look like for you to pursue a righteousness that comes from God by faith rather 
than trying to prove yourself through performance? 

 

8. Philippians 3 reminds us that our citizenship is in heaven. How should that eternal identity 
shape your priorities, decisions, and responses this week? 

 


