
  

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Good Friday Service, April 10, 2020 

 

WPC exists to develop in ourselves and others a 
passion for the glory of God and the preeminence of 
Christ in all of life and in all the world, as revealed in 

the infallible, inerrant Word of God alone. 
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* Call to Worship 

“Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy name. For his anger is but for a 

moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morn-

ing.” (Psalm 30:4-5) 

 

 

 

 

Invocation 

 
* Hymn #247                                 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”  

O Sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 

Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown: 

O Sacred Head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine.  

 

What thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners’ gain; 

Mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain. 

Lo, here I fall, my Savior! ’Tis I deserve thy place; 

Look on me with thy favor, vouch safe to me thy grace.  

 

What language shall I borrow to thank Thee, dearest Friend, 

For this, thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end? 

O make me thine forever; and should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee.  

 

 

The First Reading— Betrayal  

                       John 13:12-30                                   Rev. Chad Watkins 

 

When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to 

them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, 

for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one  

another's feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to 

you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant  is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than 

the one who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. I am not speaking of all 

of you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has lifted 

his heel against me.’ I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you 

may believe that I am he. Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and 

whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.”  
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After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I say to you, one of 

you will betray me.” The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he spoke. One of his  

disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table at Jesus' side, so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask 

Jesus of whom he was speaking. So that disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is  

 

it?” Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” So when 

he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. Then after he had taken the 

morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” Now no one 

at the table knew why he said this to him. Some thought that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus 

was telling him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or that he should give something to the poor. So,  

after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. 

 

 

 

 

* Song                             “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”  verse 1 

How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure 

That He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss. The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Second Reading— Rejection 

       John 15:18-25                                         Rev. Knox White 

 

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the 

world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 

therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his 

master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep 

yours. But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him 

who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of sin, but now 

they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father also. If I had not done among them 

the works that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both 

me and my Father. But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a 

cause.’  
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                                                                The Confession of Sin                             Rev. Knox White 

 

 

                                                           

 

                                                          The Assurance of Pardon                            Rev. Knox White 

 

1 Peter 1:18-19                              

 

You were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such 

as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.  
 

 

 

 

 

The Third Reading— Trial 

           John 18: 28-40                                         Mr. Greg Smith 

 

Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor's headquarters. It was early morning. 

They themselves did not enter the governor's headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could 

eat the Passover. So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this 

man?” They answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to 

you.” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, 

“It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to 

show by what kind of death he was going to die. 

 

So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about 

me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to 

me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of 

this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my 

kingdom is not from the world.” Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say 

that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear 

witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is 

truth?” After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in 

him. But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to 

release to you the King of the Jews?” They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barab-

bas was a robber. 
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* Song                            “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”  verse 2,3  

Behold the Man upon a cross, my sin upon His shoulders.  

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers.  

It was my sin that held Him there until it was accomplished;  

His dying breath has brought me life. I know that it is finished. 
 

I will not boast in anything: no gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom. 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ: His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer.  

But this I know with all my heart: His wounds have paid my ransom. 

Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer.  

But this I know with all my heart: His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fourth Reading— The Mocking 

           Matt. 27:24-34                                  Rev Chad Watkins 

 

 

So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water 

and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it your-

selves.” And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” Then he released for 

them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 

 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they gathered the 

whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting together a 

crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, 

they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they spit on him and took the reed and struck 

him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes 

on him and led him away to crucify him. 

 

As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his 

cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him 

wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 
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The Fifth Reading— The Crucifixion 

          John 19:16b-24                                   Rev. Knox White 

 

So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, 

which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either 

side, and Jesus between them.  Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of 

Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was 

crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. So the chief priests of 

the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of 

the Jews.’”  Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one part 

for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, so 

they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to ful-

fill the Scripture which says, “They divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast 

lots.” 

 

 

 

 

 

* Hymn #257                                  “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”   

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, see him dying on the tree!  

‘Tis the Christ by man rejected; yes, my soul, ‘tis he, ‘tis he!  

’Tis the long expected Prophet, David’s son, yet David’s Lord;  

by his Son God now has spoken: ‘tis the true and faithful Word.  
 

Tell me, ye who hear him groaning, was there ever grief like his?  

Friends thro’ fear his cause disowning, foes insulting his distress;  

many hands were raised to wound him, none would interpose to save;  

but the deepest stroke that pierced him was the stroke that Justice gave.  

Ye who think of sin but lightly nor suppose the evil great  

here may view its nature rightly, here its guilt may estimate.  

Mark the sacrifice appointed, see who bears the awful load;  

‘tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed, Son of Man and Son of God.  

 

Here we have a firm foundation, here the refuge of the lost; 

Christ’s the Rock of our salvation, his the name of which we boast. 

Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, sacrifice to cancel guilt! 

None shall ever be confounded who on him their hope have built. 
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The Sixth Reading— The Insults & Darkness 

       Matt. 27:35-46                                       Mr. Greg Smith 

 

And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. Then they 

sat down and kept watch over him there. And over his head they put the charge against him, which 

read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right 

and one on the left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who 

would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come 

down from the cross.” So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “He 

saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, 

and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I 

am the Son of God.’” And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way. 

 

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth 

hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?” 

 

 

 

 

* Psalm                                                          “Psalm 22”   

 

My God, my God, to You I cry, O why have you forsaken me?  

Why are you far from giving help, and from my agonizing plea?  

All day, my God, I cry in vain; by night, yet no relief I gain. 

 

But still You are the Holy One; on Is’r’el’s praise You are enthroned.  

Our fathers put their trust in You; You saved them when to you they groaned.  

To You they cried and rescue came; they trusted, and were free from shame. 

 

Reproached of men, by all despised, a worm, and not a man, am I.  

All they that see me laugh in scorn; they shake their heads and taunting, cry:  

“He trusts the Lord! Let Him defend and save him, if He is his friend! 

 

You brought me safely from the womb, gave faith when on my mother’s breast, 

Since birth entrusted to Your care. You’ve been my God, in You I rest. 

Be not far off, for grief is near; no other helper will appear. 
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The Seventh Reading— Death  

          John 19:28-37                                        Rev. Knox White 

 

After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar full of 

sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his 

mouth. When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head 

and gave up his spirit. 

 

Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath 

(for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they 

might be taken away. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been 

crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break 

his legs. But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and wa-

ter. He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—

that you also may believe. For these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of 

his bones will be broken.” And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they have 

pierced.” 

 

 

 

The Reading of Scripture                                                                                        Mathew 26:36-46 

 

 

 

 

  

The preaching of God’s Word                                             Rev. Chad Watkins 

“Staring into the Cup ” 
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The Eighth Reading— Resurrection 

                                                                          Acts 2:22-32                                      Mr. Greg Smith 

 

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works 

and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know—  this Jesus, 

delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 

hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for 

him to be held by it. For David says concerning him, “‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my 

right hand that I may not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also 

will dwell in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption. 

You have made known to me the paths of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

 

“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, 

and his tomb is with us to this day.30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with 

an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the 

resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This 

Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 

 

 

 

 

 

* Song                                                “The Power of the Cross”   

 

Oh to see the dawn of the darkest day Christ on the road to Calvary  
Tried by sinful men torn and beaten then nailed to a cross of wood  

 

This the pow'r of the cross, Christ became sin for us  
Took the blame bore the wrath, we stand forgiven at the cross  

 

Oh to see the pain written on Your face, bearing the awesome weight of sin  
Ev'ry bitter thought, ev'ry evil deed, crowning Your bloodstained brow  

 

Chorus  
 

Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath quakes as its maker bows His head  
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life, “Finished!” the vict'ry cry  

 

Chorus  
 

Oh to see my name written in the wounds, for through Your suff'ring I am free  
Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live, won through Your selfless love  

 

This the pow’r of the cross, Son of God slain for us  
What a life, what a cost, we stand forgiven at the cross  

 

WPC Announcements
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The Benediction 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God  

and the fellowship of the  Holy Spirit be with you all.” 

(2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


