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Detroit Lutheran Singers Spring 

Concerts 

AS THE MAJOR work for this concert, director 

Christopher Hall has chosen òRequiem for the 

Livingó by Dan Forrest.  This newer òRequiemó is 

not unlike the Brahms òRequiemó in that Mr. For-

rest has chosen to focus on grace and redemption 

as the message.  In five movements, we are led 

from calls for mercy and the admission of our 

frailty (Kyrie, Vanitas), 

through Christõs sacri-

fice (Agnus Dei), to end-

ing with Godõs holiness 

(Sanctus) and prayers 

for grace (Lux Eterna). 
 

   Performances are Sun-

day, March 15 at 

3:30pm at St. Paulñ

Dearborn and 7:30pm at St. JohnñFrasier; and 

Sunday, March 22 at 3:30pm at St. Matthewñ

Westland and 7:30pm at CanañBerkley. 
 

   Tickets are $15 ($10 students/seniors; children 

under 12 free).  Tickets are available at the door or 

at detroitlutheransingers.com. \ 
 

Zion Historical Brochure Up-

dated 

THE ZION HISTORY brochure, titled òO Lord, 

Save Thy People and Bless Thine Heritage,ó has 

been updated to include some historic pictures of 

Zion and her pastors.  Copies are available in the 

tract rack in the Narthex, or can be obtained by 

contacting the parish office. \ 
 

St. Michael Liturgical Conference 

THE EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL St. Michael Litur-

gical Conference is Monday, September 28.  Our 

keynote speaker is Dr. Charles J. Evanson, who 

will speak on the topic òLiturgical Renewal in the 

Lutheran ChurchñMissouri Synod.ó  In addition 

to the regular conference schedule from previous 

years, Vespers will be prayed on Sunday night for 

those rehearsing for the Mass and for those arriv-

ing early for the conference. 
 

   Donations are needed for the conference, as reg-

istration fees do not cover most of the conference 

costs.  Volunteers are also needed to serve on the 

conference committee to plan the conference de-

tails.  Please let Fr. Braden know how you can 

help. \ 
 

Holy Week and Easter 

Schedule 

M ARK YOUR CALENDAR now to attend the 

Masses commemorating Our Lordõs Passion, 

Death, and Resurrection at Zion: 
 

Holy MondayñMarch 30 
Holy Mass at 10am in the Chapel 
Vespers at 6:30pm 
 

Holy TuesdayñMarch 31 
Holy Mass at 10am in the Chapel 
Vespers at 6:30pm 
 

Holy WednesdayñApril 1  
Holy Mass at 10 am in the Chapel 
Vespers at 6:30pm 
 

Maundy ThursdayñApril 2  
Chrism Mass at 10am 
Vespers at 6pm 
Mass of the Institution at 7pm 
 

Good FridayñApril 3  
Tre Ore from 12-3pm 
Stations of the Cross at 7pm 
 

Resurrection of Our LordñApril 5  
Great Vigil of Easter at 6:30am 
Easter Breakfast 
Holy Mass at 10am 
 

   During Easter week, Holy Mass will be celebrat-

ed daily at 10am in the Chapel; the Thursday 

Mass will be at 7pm in the Church. \ 
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The Crucifixion 

Divine Words            by Father Braden 

 

òI F CHRIST IS not risen, then our preaching is empty and your 

faith is also empty.  Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, 
because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom 
He did not raise up ñ if in fact the dead do not rise.  For if the dead 
do not rise, then Christ is not risen.  And if Christ is not risen, your 
faith is futile; you are still in your sins!  Then also those who have 
fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  If in this life only we have 
hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable.ó   
 

   With these Words, St. Paul addresses the congregation in Corinth.  
They are Words inspired by God, Divine Words through which the 
Holy Spirit works.  They are Words of the ògreat resurrection chap-
teró of 1 Corinthians 15.  In them, St. Paul reveals what faith knows 
well:  the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ is the central truth 
of our faith.  If Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and 
your faith is also empty.  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all men the most pitiable.  They are not Words for first 
century Corinth alone.  They are Words for today, Words for us, 
Words for you.  
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   As you receive this issue of the Trumpet , our altar 

is vested in violet.  Violet is the color of repentance, 

the purple of royalty mixed with the ashes of death.  

Lent is the great 40-day fast, the time when we in-

crease our devotion and worship, our fasting and 

almsgiving, and our works of mercy.  We do not do 

it to garner favor with God.  Rather, confronted 

with our sinfulness, our helplessness, it is the re-

sponse of faith.  As our Lord fasted for 40 days in 

the wilderness, the Good and Gracious Giver deny-

ing Himself the fruits of His creation, so does His 

Church fast.  We fast to better understand our frail-

ty, the weakness of our flesh, and our fallenness.  A 

glimmer of rose brings hope in this violet time on 

Laetare Sunday.  And then is God hidden, as those 

blank dark veils conceal Christ for a time.  
 

   But in all this, we do not despair.  We hear the 

four accounts of the Passion of our Lord at daily 

Mass during Holy Week.  We celebrate the Lordõs 

Institution of 

the Sacra-

ment of the 

Altar in that 

upper room 

with His dis-

ciples.  He leaves the safety of that room, having 

made Himself their Servant.  He leaves singing a 

Psalm, as He goes to Gethsemane.  We watch the 

stripping of the altar as we hear the cry of our Sav-

ior: òMy God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 

me?ó 
 

   We remember before God, horrified 

and on bended knee, the three hours of 

darkness on the sixth day.  òOh sorrow 

dread, God Himself is dead!ó  We walk 

humbly, reverently, singing a hymn, as 

we meditate on the Via Dolorosa, our 

Lordõs Passion and death, pictured by 

the Stations of the Cross.  And then on 

the great Sabbath, Holy Saturday, our 

church is silent as was our Lord. 
 

   òA little while and you will not see Me, 

and again a little while, and you will see 

Me!ó  His Words are our hope in the si-

lent darkness as we await in reverent 

awe the first proclamation of His glori-

ous resurrection: òRejoice now, all you 

heavenly choirs of angels!  Rejoice now, 

all creation around His throne, for this 

Mighty King is victorious!ó   
 

   The Light of Christ shines brightly in 

the dark Nave as we joyfully celebrate 

the fact that ònow Christ is risen from the 

dead, and has become the first fruits of 

those who have fallen asleep.  For since 

by man came death, by Man also came 

the resurrection of the dead.  For as in 

Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall 

be made alive.  But each one in his own 

order: Christ the first fruits, afterward 

those who are Christ's at His coming.ó  

With these life-giving Words of chapter 

15, St. Paul teaches the Corinthians, and 

you, that Christ is risen!   
 

   And because He is risen, so too shall 

you rise, dear Christian.  You are the 

hundred -fold harvest of which He is First fruits.  In 

His death, there is forgiveness for your sins.  In His 

resurrection, you are justified.  As He rose, believ-

ing in Him, you too shall rise.  Death has no mas-

tery over you.  The tomb is empty!  The God of Life, 

the God of Love, has saved you! 
 

   Our Lent, Holy Week, Triduum and 

Easter calendars are included in this 

issue of the Trumpet .  Join us, inas-

much as you are in a state of grace; 

join us, wonõt you, as faith is wont to 

do, at all of our special Masses?  Join 

us in this most holy of seasons as we 

receive Godõs saving Gifts at Zion, and 

add your voice to that ancient choirõs 

jubilant proclamation:   
 

òChrist indeed from death is risen, our 

new life obtaining.  

Have mercy, Victor King, ever reign-

ing!  Amen.  Alleluia!ó \ 
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Our Musical HeritageƋ

Singing the Introit  
by Father Schultz 

 

THERE ARE MANY  different musical methods 

for singing the Introit, the first chant of the Mass.  
Introit means òentranceó and it is sung as the cele-
brant and other servers first enter the chancel and 
during which the altar is incensed.  
 

   The setting used at Zion at most masses for 
many years is the Gregorian setting simplified in 
the Anglican Use Gradual by G. H. Palmer and F. 
Burgess, sung by the pastor or kantor.  Sometimes 
other settings are used, particularly when the 
choir is singing.  Recently at Mass we have heard 
a four-part Anglican chant setting and a chant set-
ting by Paul Bunjes (1914-1998), among others.  
Twice a guest choir has sung a through-composed 
setting by Jacob Weber, kantor at Emmanuel-
Dearborn. 

 

   A number of Introits 
weõve used over the past 
several years have been 
credited in the Ordo to 
Lucas Lossius (1508-
1582). 
 

   Lossius was a student 
in Wittenberg in 1530-
1532.  There he met Mar-
tin Luther and Philipp 
Melanchthon.  After 
completing his studies, 
he became a teacher and 
rector at the school in 
Lüneberg, where he 

served for almost fifty years until his death.  He 
was the cantor responsible for liturgical music in 
the church and school.  He and his wife, Anna, 
had three sons that survived childhood: John and 
Lucas, who also became teachers, and Jerome, 
who became a pastor. 
 

   Among his numerous publications contributing 
to theological and musical scholarship in the new 
Lutheran church was his Psalmodia hoc est Cantica 
sacra veleris ecclesiae selecta.  With a preface by Me-
lanchthon, the work has four parts: 1 - Latin texts 
and plainsong (Gregorian chant) of the antiphons, 

responsories, hymns, and 
sequences for all Sundays 
and festivals; 2- the same 
for minor feasts; 3- chant 
settings for the Mass and 
funerals; 4- Psalms and 
canticles with antiphons 
according to the eight Gre-
gorian tones.  It was pub-
lished in Nuremberg in 
1553, with subsequent revi-
sions in 1561, 1569, and 
1579. 
 

   The Psalmodiaé is a com-
bination of two genres of medieval liturgical chant 
books: the Gradual (musical items for the Mass) 
and the Antiphonale (musical items for the Divine 
Office). 
 

   The early Lutherans (and Lutherans today!) 
strove to continue the ancient practices of the 
church: òAnd the usual public ceremonies are ob-
served, the series of lessons, of prayers, vestments, 
and other like thingsó (Apology XXIV).  Lossiusõ 
work is significant because it prepared the ancient 
Gregorian chant for use in the Evangelical-
Lutheran Church, free from medieval theological 
error and true to the style of the church catholic.  
 

   Today, fewer churches begin Sunday worship 
with the Introit; and not all of those churches use 
the historic text of the Introit.  Yet our singing the 
historic Introits joins us to a much greater fellow-
ship of the church catholic, which has used these 
Introits for millennia.  
 

   Zion has long been a leader in liturgical renewal.  
This is not a collection of dusty museum pieces of 
a bygone era.  Rather, it is living the Lutheran li-
turgical heritage.  Using a variety of musical set-
tings connects us with Christians from various 
times in history and places across the world. 
 

   We are privileged to have the Introits from 
Psalmodiaé by Lossius as part of the rich heritage 
of Lutheran music practiced at Zion.  I am grateful 
to my seminary classmate and colleague Rev. Fr. 
Sean C. Daenzer, pastor of PeaceñBarney, and 
Trinity ñGreat Bend, ND, for transcribing the In-
troits from Reformation -era Gregorian notation to 
modern musical notation for ease of use. \ 


