
A Brief Study on the  
First Book of Moses, 

commonly called Genesis 

Rev. Mark P. Braden 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Detroit, Michigan 
Whitsunday, 2010 A. \ D. 



The Holy Scriptures:  
The Word of God 

Â The Bible is the Source and Norm of Christian Doctrine ï 
the inspired Word of God, without error  
Â 2 Timothy 3:16  
ñAll Scripture is given by inspiration of God (pa/sa grafh. qeo,pneustoj), and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness,  that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.ò 

 

Â 1 Thessalonians 2:13 
ñFor this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when 

you received the word of God which you heard from us, you 
welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word 
of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.ò 

 

 



The Holy Scriptures:  
The Word of God 

Â The Bible is the Source and Norm of 
Christian Doctrine ï the inspired Word of 
God, without error  

Â2 Peter 1:20-21 

ñéknowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is 
of any private interpretation, for prophecy never 
came by the will of man, but holy men of God 
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.ò 

 



The Holy Scriptures:  
The Word of God 

The Bible is the Source and Norm of Christian Doctrine ï 
the inspired Word of God, without error  

 
Â Jeremiah 30:2:   ñThus speaks the LORD God of Israel, saying: 

'Write in a book for yourself all the words that I have spoken to 
you.ôò 

Â  Revelation 3:14:   ñAnd to the angel of the church of the 
Laodiceans write, ' These things says the Amen, the Faithful and 
True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God:ò 

Â Revelation 21:5:   ñThen He who sat on the throne said, 
"Behold, I make all things new." And He said to me, "Write, for 
these words are true and faithful. ò 

 

 



The Holy Scriptures: 
The Word of God 

Â The Bible is the Source and Norm of Christian 
Doctrine ï the inspired Word of God, without 
error  

ÂñWe believe, teach, and confess that the sole 
rule and standard according to which all 
dogmas together with [all] teachers should be 
estimated and judged are the prophetic and 
apostolic Scriptures of the Old and of the New 
Testament alone .ò  F.C., Epit, Summary, Rule & Norm 



The Holy Scriptures:  
The Word of God 

ÂNorma Normans :  The Bible is the 
Source and Norm of Christian Doctrine ï 
the inspired Word of God, without error  

 

ÂNorma Normata : The Lutheran 
Confessions, as written in the Book of 
Concord of 1580 A.\ D., are a correct 
exposition of the Holy Bible. 

 



The Holy Scriptures:  
The Word of God 

Â As both Testaments of Scripture teach, the chief 
article of the Christian faith is:  ñAlso they teach 
that men cannot be justified before God (Iustitia 
coram Deo) by their own strength, merits, or 
works, but are freely justified for Christ's sake, 
through faith, when they believe that they are 
received into favor, and that their sins are 
forgiven for Christ's sake, who, by His death, 
has made satisfaction for our sins. This faith God 
imputes for righteousness in His sight. Rom. 3 
and 4.ò  Augustana IV 
 



The Original Languages 
Â ñéit was not in vain that God caused His Scriptures to be 

written in these two languages only ï the Old Testament 
in Hebrew, the New Testament in Greeké and we can 
be very sure of this: we will not preserve the Gospel for 
very long without the languages. The languages are the 
sheath in which the Sword of the Spirit is protectedé 
The Apostles themselves considered it necessary to put 
the New Testament in Greek and to bind it to this 
language, without doubt in order to preserve it for us 
secure as if in a sacred ark. (Rev. Dr. Martin Luther, To 
the Men of the Councils of All the Cities in Germany, that 
They Establish and Maintain Christian Schools, S.L. IV, 
114) 

 



Study Questions on 
Holy Scripture ï  

See ñAn Introduction to the 
Book of Genesis 



What is a ñtestamentò? 

Â Testament: diaqh,kh and tyrib.. ï A central theme of 

the O.T.  
Â In Hebrew 266 times in OT ï 76x in Pentateuch 
Â 33 times in Greek NT (17x in Hebrews, never in 

John) 
Â Exodus 24:1-11; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Matthew 

26:26-8; Hebrews 8:6-13 
Â ñThe New is in the Old concealed, the Old is in 
the New revealed.ò (Handouts) 
ï Augustine (de Doctrina Cristiana)    



What is a ñtestamentò? 
Â ñLet this stand, therefore, as our first and infallible proposition ï the mass 
or Sacrament of the Altar is Christôs testament, which he left behind him at 
his death to be distributed among his believers.  For that is the meaning of 
His Words, ñThis cup is the new testament in my bloodò [Luke 22:20, 1 Cor. 
11:25].  Let this truth stand, I say, as the immovable foundation on which 
we shall base all that we have to say.  For, as you will see, we are going to 
overthrow all the godless opinions of men which have been imported into 
this most precious sacrament.  Christ, who is the truth, truly says that this 
is the new testament in his blood, poured out for us [Luke 22:20].  Not 
without reason do I dwell on this sentence; the matter is of no small 
moment, and must be most deeply impressed on our minds.  

  Thus, if we enquire what a testament is, we shall learn at the same 
time what the mass is, what its right use and blessing, and what its wrong 
use. 

  A testament, as everyone knows, is a promise made by one about to 
die, in which he designates his bequest and appoints his heirs.  A 
testament, therefore, involves first, the death of the testator, and second, 
the promise of an inheritance and the naming of the heir.ò  The Babylonian 
Captivity of the Church, 1520 A.\ D.  

 AE 36:37-8. 
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The Pentateuch 

Â The Pentaeteuch ï Greek Pentateucoi = Five Books/Scrolls 

Â Authorship ï Moses ï Mandatum Scribendi  
Â The Amelikite Battle ï Exodus 17:8-16:   
Â The Book of the Berith ï Exodus 34:27-8 
Â Stages of Israelôs journey in the wilderness - Numbers 33:2 
Â Song of Moses ï Deuteronomy 31:19-26 
Â Also many direct references to God speaking to Moses in Penteteuch 

(Lev 14:1) 

Â Jesus attributing Pentateuch to Moses  ï  
Â Matthew 8:4, 19:8  
Â Mark 1:44, 7:10, 10:3 -5, 12:26 
Â Luke 5:14, 16:29-31, 20:37, 24:27,  
Â John 1:17, 1:45, 5:45 -7, 7:19, 7:22 -23 , 8:5,  



Genesis:  Structure 

1.  Creation 1:1-2:25 

2.  Fall/Promise 3:1-3:24 

3.  Cain, Abel and Seth ï the Flood   

  4:1-7:24 

4.  The Flood to Babel  8:1-11:9 

5.  Geneology/Call of Abraham to death of 

   Joseph  11:10-50:26 

Handout ï Old Testament Dates 



Genesis: Structure 
tAdl.At ®dly he bore, brought forth  

Â Gen. 2:4  
Â First used as verb in Gen 3:16 ï ñIn pain shall you bearéò 
Â Gen. 5:1 ï of Adam 
Â Gen. 6:9 ï of Noah 
Â Gen. 10:1 ï of Shem, Ham and Japheth 

Â Gen. 10:32 ï closes section of 10:1-32 

Â Gen. 11:10 ï of Shem 
Â Gen. 11:27 ï of Terah, father of Abram  
Â Gen. 25:12 ï Ishmael, son of Abraham 
Â Gen. 25:19 ï Isaac, son of Abraham 
Â Gen. 36:1 ï of Esau 

Â Gen. 36:9 

Â Gen. 37:2 ï of Jacob 
Â See Matthew 1:1-17, Luke 3:23-38 



The Perspicuity of Scripture 

Â The important thing about the Bible, and 
about the Genesis account of the creation, 
is that it is written in ñliteral, plain words.ò   

ÂGod intended it to be understood by us.  





Psalm 19:1 
 

 ñThe heavens declare the glory of God; And 
the firmament shows His handiwork.ò 



Proverbs 8:22-31 
 

 The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way, 
Before His works of old.  I have been established from 
everlasting, From the beginning, before there was ever 
an earth.  When there were no depths I was brought 
forth, When there were no fountains abounding with 
water.  Before the mountains were settled, Before the 
hills, I was brought forth; While as yet He had not made 
the earth or the fields, Or the primeval dust of the world.  
When He prepared the heavens, I was there, When He 
drew a circle on the face of the deep, When He 
established the clouds above, When He strengthened the 
fountains of the deep, When He assigned to the sea its 
limit, So that the waters would not transgress His 
command, When He marked out the foundations of the 
earth, Then I was beside Him as a master craftsman; 
And I was daily His delight, Rejoicing always before Him, 
Rejoicing in His inhabited world, And my delight was 
with the sons of men.  
 


