Major Theories on the Interpretation

of the

Revelation of Jesus Christ to St. John
1.  Preterist interpretation

This method of interpreting the Revelation places the events in the past, culminating at the time of the writing of the Book.  This perspective is rejected by a serious exegesis of the Book. 

2.  Futurist interpretation

This method of interpreting the Revelation places the event in the future, and their culmination in the final period of history of our present world.  This persepective includes the prediction of seven literal years of the “great tribulation”, and the surprise beginning of a millennial reign of Christ.  This view is rejected by Scripture and the Confessions as the “Jewish opinion”.

3.  History of the Church

Luther, and the majority of early Lutheran commentators used this approach, which is akin to medieval exegesis and the four-fold meaning, although they did not adhere to it rigorously.  Luther, for example, wrote “The second angel is Marcion…”.  This perspective recognizes that the symbols in Revelation are sketches of great characteristics that can be found in many ages.  Similarly, this view allowed Lutherans in the Reformation to see Luther as the angel in Revelation 14 flying with the eternal Gospel.  This view gives birth to the Idealistic interpretation.

4.  Idealistic interpretation

An understanding of the symbols of the Revelation of Jesus Christ to St. John that allows the interpreter to see, for example, the red horse of chapter six not as a symbol of a particular war in history or in the future, but as a symbolic image of any war that has brought great tribulation upon men; the black horse do not symbolize any famine in particular in the last days, but any famine that has raised the price of food to unattainable levels.  Thus the angel in Revelation 14 seen above as Luther is here seen as any movement of the Church to take the Gospel to the ends of the earth.  This method of interpreting Revelation reads the Book as one reads Christ’s parables.  Becker states “The idealistic interpretation allows us to read the Book of Revelation as a clear Book.”
