The Book of Revelation – Isogogical Considerations

I.  The Author:  Revelation 1:1 – "The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants-- things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John, who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw.”  (1:4; 1:9; 21:2; 22:8)

John: The Apostle, the disciple loved by the Lord: John 19:26; 20:2; 21:7,20  Son of Zebedee, brother of James, who together with Peter were the “inner circle” of the Apostles:  Matthew 4:21; Mark 5:37; Matthew 26:37.  The Lord designated John and his brother boarnerges, “sons of thunder”, for their impetuousness (Mark 3:17).  James son of Zebedee is martyred in Acts 12:2.
Christology:  Jesus as the Word, the Lamb, the Son of Man, and His glorification even by His death, the Good Shepherd, the Manna, the Life and the Light.  
Words and phrases that the Gospel according to St. John and his Epistles use that are common in Revelation:  nicaw  threin ton logon   threin tas entolaj  odhgein  skhnow   poiew  shmeion  marturia  alhqinoj )

He says he is a Prophet:  1:1-3, 10-19 (mandatum scribendi);  

4:1-2; 17:1-3; 21:9-10; 22:6-7

He was well-known enough in the churches of Asia Minor that he only had to identify himself as John.

While we hold the author of Revelation to be John the Apostle, other theories have been advanced:


John the Elder: A different disciple of Christ. (but see 2 John 1:1 and 3 John 1:1)
John: Another John, perhaps John the Baptizer, John Mark, or a different man named John.  
Justin Martyr (100-165, 132 A. D., Dialogue with Trypho) wrote that John the Apostle wrote Revelation, and that before he lived in Rome, John taught in Ephesus.  
Irenaeus, (130-200 A.( D.) a father of the Syrian church, wrote in his book Against Heresies (4.20.11) that Revelation is a Book of John the Apostle (specifically of John, disciple of the Lord, who reclined at the breast of Jesus {John 21:20}.)  He wrote also that John the Apostle wrote Revelation during the reign of the emperor Domitian, near the end of his reign.  Irenaeus was a student of Polycarp, who was himself a student of John the Apostle (60-130 A.( D.), Iranaeus also wrote that John the Apostle lived in Ephesus until the time of Trajan (98-117 A.( D.)  Clement of Alexandria (150-215) said that following the death of Domitian, John the Apostle returned to Ephesus from his exile on the Isle of Patmos. 
The great majority of the early witnesses of the Church say that John the Apostle authored Revelation.  Tertullian (d. 225), Contra  Marcion (3.14.3); Clement of  Alexandria (d. 215) Paedagogus (2.108); Origen (d. 254), De Principiis (1.2.10).  
Papias (d. 130, Bishop of Heirapolis in Asia Minor) wrote of two men named John who lived in Ephesus, John the Apostle and another John, the Elder.  He wrote “…If then, anyone came, who had been a follower of the elders – what Andrew or what Peter said, or what was said by Philip, or by Thomas, or by James, or by John, or by Matthew, or by any other of the disciples of the Lord, and what things Aristion and the elder John, the disciples of the Lord, say”  History of the Church  (3.39.2-4)  Eusebius (d. 340, the “father of church history”, student of Pamphilus [d. 310, a disciple of Origen]) said that Papias wrote of the same John, using two titles – John the Apostle and John the Elder.  
II.  The date 


A.  Arguments for a later date
1.  Cult of the Emperor – Revelation was written during a period in which there was worship of the Roman Emperor (13:4-8, 15-16; 14:9-11; 15:2; 16:2; 19:20; 20:4).  Worship of the Roman Emperor as a god began with Caesar Julius and Caesar Augustus (d. 14) and Vespasian (reign 69-79).  Caligula (r. 37-41) made law that he was god, but Tiberius (14-37) y Claudius (41-54) rejected deification during their lives Domitian (81-96) preferred to be called deus praesens, and “our god and lord”.  The coins of his time bore the inscription “father of the gods”.  

2.  Persecution of the Christians – 1:9; 2:2-3, 9-10, 13; 3:8, 10



Most intense persecution:  
Nero (54-68) burned Rome






          
Domitian (81-96)


(Antipas was a martyr 2:13)

But the greatest persecution was to come – 6:9-11; 12:11; 13:7,10,15; 16:6; 17:6; 18:24; 19:2; 20:4



3.  Condition of the churches
3:17 – there was an earthquake in the land of Laodicea in 60 A.( D., after which the city recovered and was reconstructed and prospered.  The condition in 3:17 speaks of the city after the year 80.  
6:6 – “and do not harm the oil and the wine” is possibly a reference to a law prohibiting the planting of vineyards under Domitian, imposed upon Asia Minor.
2:9 and 3:9 – the “synagogue of Satan” describes a situation that existed during Domitian’s reign.  


4.  The myth of Nero’s resurrection
13:3, 12, 14 – “one of the heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed.”  It is possible that this verse refers to the myth of Nero redivivus, which claimed that Nero rose from the dead to make war against the Roman armies with the army of the Parthians (Acts 2:9).  This myth circulated during the 80’s and 90’s.  

5.  “Babylon” – in Jewish literature after the year 70 (the second destruction of the Temple) the name Babylon was used for the Roman Empire.  
6.  The earliest traditions of the Church:  Iranaeus, above, wrote of the antichrist, identified by “he who saw the Revelation.  Because it was seen recently, around our day, during the end of the reign of Domitian.” Recorded by Eusebius in Against Heresies 3.18.3 and 5.8.6
B.  Arguments for an earlier date 

1.  The Temple and Jerusalem – 11:1-2 speak of the Temple, which was destroyed in 70 A.  D.  Some scholars hold that we must understand this pericope literally
2.  The Seven Kings – Some scholars assert that the said kings begin with Caesar Augustus, and for this reason the (17:9, 10) sixth would be Galba, who reigned one year after the death of Nero in 68.  Counting from Caligula (the first ruler of the Roman Empire after the death of our Lord) we can say that Domitian is the sixth (but note Becker's counting of Egypt as the first, pg. 310).  
3.  The Number “666” – 13:18 - Is it Gematria?  Is this a figurative number?  How is this to be understood?  See Bauckam pg. 387.  

4.  “Babylon” – Jerusalem, with 18:16-17 (Alas, alas, that great city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls!  For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.) is speaking of the priestly vestments of the Jews.

5.  The theme of 1:7 – Some scholars assert that “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.“ is actually a description of the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A. D.

Sweet (Revelation) “To  sum up, the earliest date might be correct, but the internal evidence is not sufficient to reject the firm tradition that began with Irenaeus."  
III. Canonicity  – Becker begins with Eusebius.  Osborne y Beale begin with Papias Barnabas, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Clement of Alexandria, and Origen.  The Muratorian Canon, a list of accepted books in the second century, includes Revelation.  
Dionysius, Bishop of Alexandria (248-264), student of Origen, wrote against the inclusion of Revelation in the canon because his theological enemy Nepos, Bishop of Egypt, used Revelation to support a millenialist teaching.  
The Church of the west accepted Revelation from the earliest days.  The Church of the east (Dionysius, Eusebius) was a different case.

Read Luther's Prefaces to the Book of Revelation (1522, 1530)

IV.  The situation in the churches - Inaugurated eschatology - now, but not yet.  

Jesus Christ has already come.  The Messiah has appeared.  But the church is still persecuted (2:9).  Christians were being martyred daily (2:13)  The Messiah did not reign from a throne with strong armies from David's Palace in Jerusalem.  John was exiled to the island of Patmos.  What was happening?  


God gave to John a revelation of heaven, of Christ victorious, reigning from His heavenly throne - in order that the Church know that, as our Lord said, ""My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.  Pilate therefore said to Him, "Are You a king then?" Jesus answered, "You say rightly that I am a king…" (John 18:36-37)


The situation in the churches was the same as our situation - because we live in the last days.  As the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews says, "God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds, who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, (Hebrews 1:1-2)

"…the focus of the Book is exhortation to the church in order to give testimony of Jesus christ in the midst of a compromised and idolatrous church and world."   
Beale, 33.

Read Becker, pg. 21 - Occasion and Purpose of the Book of Revelation

V.  Interpretive Views of the Chronology of Revelation
A.  Preterist View - (Becker 22) – There are actually two "preterist views" - one that says that Revelation is a prophecy concerning the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A. ​ D., and therefore, being prophesy, was written before the year 70.  In this view Babylon is the apostate Israel, which is helping Rome in the persecution of Christians.  Therefore, those who take this view believe that the prophecies of the final judgment are prophecies only for Israel, the Jews, but there will not be a universal judgment.


The second type of preterist view is that Revelation is a prophecy of the fall of the Roman Empire, but the problems with this view are similar.

B.  Historicist View - is a view that says that Revelation speaks of the most important points in the history of Christianity.  Some are complete when John writes.  Others are yet to come.  Therefore, the seals, the trumpets, and the cups can be seen as successive events in the church, specific events, with the final return of Jesus Christ coming ever sooner.  This view was first proposed by Joachim de Fiore in the 12th century.  He claimed to have had a vision of God, in which he was told that the 1260 days of Revelation were a prophesy concerning the events of history from the time of the Apostles until the present time.  

The problem with this view is that those who hold it try to determine exactly what the figures and the prophecies are.  For example, they see in the Book of Revelation the invasion of the Roman Empire by the Goths and the Muslims, the Pope, the Reformation, Napoleon and Hitler.  In doing this, those who hold this view try to say exactly what happened, and what will happen.  The Book of Revelation, however, does not provide enough information to make this possible.  

C. Futurist View - (Becker 23)  is a view that teaches that from chapter 4 through chapter 22, Revelation speaks of the future, and describes the time from now until the end of history.  The most popular form of this view is dispensational futurism, which, like the historical view, tries to specify exactly and literally what the parts of St. John's vision mean.  Those who hold this view expect the restoration of Israel as a political state in its own land, and after this they expect a "rapture", following which are seven years of tribulation,  and then the reign of the antichrist, after which will follow a global war over Jerusalem, then Jesus Christ will return to reign for 1000 years, after which Satan will stage his final rebellion, and lastly the eternal reign of Jesus Christ will occur, in which He will reign together with the saints in a new heaven and a new earth. 


While the futurist view attempts to account for each aspect of the vision given St. John, it fails to account for the apocalyptic nature of the Book, which in turn pollutes the doctrines of Christology, Soteriology, and Eschatology.

Read Augustana XVII y Apología XVII 

See John 18:36  (we will also study the doctrine of Eschatology)
D.  Idealist View (Becker 25) is a view that asserts that Revelation is a symbolic representation of the conflict between the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan.  The most radical idealist view holds that there are no references to time in Revelation, it is only a description of the eternal conflict between good and bad.  

See Becker, 23 – 27
VI.  Major Themes in the Book of Revelation:
· Jesus Christ is God

Other visions of God in Holy Scripture -  


Isaiah 6 – 700 B.C. (722 is the fall of Israel, the northern kingdom) 

Ezekiel  1, 10, 40 - 586 B.C. (the fall of the southern kingdom,  & Jerusalem)

Daniel 7 – 530 B.C. (Babylonian Captivity)


Zechariah –  520 B.C.  (The restoration of the Temple)
Also – The horses and riders, four horns, half the temple, pure and white robes, gold lamps with oil, a scroll that flies, the high priest Joshua receives a crown, the advent of the messianic King, the restoration of Israel to the favor of God… 

Saint Stephen – Acts 7:54-56 (during the persecution of the Church)


Saint Paul – 2 Corinthians 12:1-10

· Christ living, victorious, reigning
· Christ, the Lord of the Church - in heaven and on earth 
· Christ, the "Sent One" of the Father – Jeremiah 28:9 – John 5:23 (17x in John),  1 John 4:14.  
· The Angel of the Lord (Gen 16:7-13 Hagar; Gen 18:1-3, 12-14, 16-17, 33; 3 men; Gen 22:11-18 Abraham; Gen 33:24-29; Judges 6:11-25 Gideon; Judges 13:3-22 Manoa and Samson) 
· Christ, the Son of Man – Mat 9:6, 12:8, Daniel 7:13-14, 
· The Name of the Lord – Exodos 23:20-21; Deut 12:5,11; 1 Kings 
      5:5, 8:16;  Ps 20:1, Ps 54:3, Ps 124:8, 
· The Glory of the Lord – Exodos 16:9-10, 24:9-18, 33:17-34:8, 40:34-38; Isaiah 6:1-6; Ezekiel 1:26-28, 3:22-24  
· The Wisdom of the Lord – Prov 8:12, 22-30 (John 1), 1 Cor 1:24
· The Word of the Lord – Gen 15:1-4, 7-21; 1 Sam 3:1, 6, 10, 21; Jeremiah 1:4-13; 1 Kings 19:4-9; John 1 

· The Church Militant - the Church warring against the world
· Worship
· The "Theology of the Cross" -  John 15:18 
· The Spirit as an Angel – (see Exo 23:20-21, 32:34, 33:2, 33:14-15) Isaiah 63:9-14; Haggai 2:5; Nehemiah 9:19-20.
· Opposites: 


The Trinity – Father, Son, Holy Spirit 


The False Trinity – The Great Dragon
The First Beast, with a mortal wound as if it were killed, but it lives, and receives all the power of the Dragon.  
The Second Beast, through which the world comes to worship the First Beast

The Bride - The Great Prostitute

Jerusalem - Babylon


The Seal of God – The Mark of the Antichrist


White Vestments – Purple Dress


The first birth (physical) - the second birth (spiritual)


The first death (physical) - the second death (spiritual/eternal) 


Opening - Closing
· The Church Militant - the Church Triumphant/Victorious
· Tribulations, yes, but limited by God
· Inaugurated Eschatology -The Last Day/The Day of the Lord
· Paradise 

· Numbers - 3, 4, 7, 10, 12, 42 months, 144, 1260 days
· A “Mosaic Exodus” – Christ leading His people into Paradise
VII.  Outline of Revelation  - Adapted from Becker, pgs 31-33
1:1-20    Introduction:  The vision which John received of Christ on Patmos


I.  
2:1-3:22   
Seven Letters to the Seven Churches

II.  
4:1-8:6    
Seven Seals (reveal)

III.  
8:7-11:19  
Seven Trumpets (anounce)

IV.  
12:1 – 15:8  
Seven Visions

V.
16:1-21  
Seven Cups (cause - by the wrath of the Living God)

VI.
17:1 – 19:21   The Victory over the Antichrist

VII.
20:1-22:7
The Victory over Satan
22:8-21   Conclusion
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